
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY PLANNING, HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT  

Neighborhood Services Division 

Courthouse Plaza One   2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 700   Arlington, VA 22201 

TEL 703.228.3830  FAX 703.228.3834  www.arlingtonva.us 

 

MINUTES OF THE HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

Wednesday, September 18, 2019  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard 

Lobby Rooms Cherry and Dogwood 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Charles Craig 

Robert Dudka 

Sherry Frear 

Jennie Gwin 

Gerry Laporte  

Sara Steinberger  

Andrew Wenchel 

Richard Woodruff, Chairman 

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Omari Davis 

Sarah Garner, Vice Chairman 

Carmela Hamm 

Joan Lawrence  

Mark Turnbull  

 

STAFF:   Cynthia Liccese-Torres, Historic Preservation Coordinator 

Lorin Farris, Historic Preservation Planner  

Angelina Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

Serena Bolliger, Historic Preservation Specialist 

     

ROLL CALL & CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. Ms. Jones called the roll and determined 

there was a quorum.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 17, 2019 AND AUGUST 21, 2019, MEETING MINUTES  

 

The Chairman called for any changes to the July 17, 2019, draft meeting minutes. Mr. Laporte 

asked that the wording be changed on page four of the minutes from “building campaigns” to 

“additions” and that his comment be reworded to clarify that he was concerned by the marker’s 

focus on the third architect rather than the third addition. Mr. Laporte moved to approve the draft 

minutes with his suggested amendments and Mr. Craig seconded the motion. The motion passed 

5-0-2, with Mr. Dudka and Ms. Gwin abstaining; Ms. Steinberger had not yet arrived. 

 

[Ms. Steinberger arrived at 7:34]. 
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The Chairman then called for comments or changes to the August 21, 2019, draft meeting 

minutes. Mr. Laporte referred the Board to the final sentence of the second paragraph on page 

four, which stated that the Board had been unaware of Wilson’s controversial beliefs during the 

July 17, 2019, meeting. Mr. Laporte stated that this was an opinion rather than a record of what 

happened at the August 21, 2019, HALRB meeting and suggested that the comment be modified 

to attribute it to a particular speaker. Ms. Steinberger recalled this as a statement made by Jeff 

Chambers who was representing Arlington Public Schools (APS). Ms. Farris explained that 

when she wrote the August 21, 2019, meeting minutes, she referred back to the June 19, 2019, 

meeting minutes to confirm that there had been no previous discussion regarding Wilson’s 

involvement with eugenics and that she may have misinterpreted those minutes. Mr. Laporte 

explained that the August minutes should only record what happened at the August meeting 

rather than referring to previous meetings. The Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff agreed 

to either attribute the statement in question to a speaker or to strike the sentence from the minutes 

if it could not be attributed. Ms. Steinberger moved that the HALRB adopt the draft minutes 

from August with the changes as described (striking the first half of the last sentence of 

paragraph one under Discussion Item #2 pending staff confirmation on whether this was an 

attributable comment). Ms. Gwin seconded the motion. The motion passed 6-0-2, with Mr. 

Dudka and Mr. Wenchel abstaining.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (CoAs) 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

The Chairman explained the procedures for public hearing. He asked if there were any public 

speakers wishing to comment on the Consent Agenda and there were none present. The 

Chairman announced there were four items on the Consent Agenda, but that he was moving CoA 

19-15 to the Discussion Agenda since HPP staff had received a written comment for this 

application; this left three applications on the Consent Agenda: 

 

1) Tim Horner for the Cherrydale Volunteer Fire House 

3900 Lee Highway 

CoA 19-17 (HP1900045) 

Cherrydale Volunteer Fire House Historic District 

Request to approve replacement decals affixed to the exterior glass of the 

windows/doors of the fire house. 

 

3) Scott Pietan and Mary-Frances Styczynski 

2911 23rd Street North 

CoA 19-14 (HP1900041) 

Maywood Historic District 

Request to replace the three-tab asphalt shingles on the existing garage with 

architectural asphalt shingles and to install a skylight on the rear of the same 

garage. 
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4) Diarmuid and Eileen O’Casey 

2111 North Fillmore Street 

CoA 19-18 (HP1900046) 

Maywood Historic District 

Request for site improvements that include demolition and reconstruction of 

steps and resurfacing the existing concrete walkway in flagstone. 

 

The Chairman called for any questions or comments on the Consent Agenda and there were 

none. Mr. Laporte moved that the HALRB approve items one, three, and four on the Consent 

Agenda. Ms. Steinberger seconded, and the motion passed unanimously 8-0.  
 

DISCUSSION AGENDA 

 

The Chairman said there was one item on the Discussion Agenda and invited the applicants to 

the table.  

 

2) Kathleen Reeder for the Glencarlyn Branch Library 

300 South Kensington Street 

CoA 19-15 (HP1900043) 

Ball-Carlin Cemetery Historic District 

Request to install a three-sided screen to partially enclose an existing 

dumpster in the parking lot of the Glencarlyn Branch Library. 

 

Discussion Agenda Item #1: 300 South Kensington Street  

 

Ms. Jones introduced the application stating that the proposed dumpster enclosure was for an 

existing dumpster in the parking lot of the Glencarlyn Branch Library. She explained that this 

parking lot is adjacent to the Ball-Carlin Cemetery Local Historic District (LHD) and that it is 

included in the 1978 zoning overlay boundary for the LHD. Ms. Jones described the proposal as 

an enclosure of fence pickets that would screen three sides of the existing dumpster. She 

explained that the item had been placed on the Consent Agenda by the Design Review 

Committee (DRC), but that she had been sent a public comment by a resident, Lee Clarke, who 

suggested changing the pickets to match those at nearby Carlin Hall with pyramidal tops. Ms. 

Jones concluded by stating that it was the HPP staff’s opinion that the initial proposal was less 

conspicuous than the design suggested by Mr. Clarke; therefore, staff recommended maintaining 

the original picket design as the more appropriate option for protecting the viewshed to the 

parking lot from the Ball-Carlin Cemetery.  

 

Mr. Dudka stated that the DRC recommended a design that was simple and unobtrusive. He 

observed that it is not a very big enclosure and that the fence and row of trees between the 

cemetery and the proposed enclosure visually disassociates the enclosure from the cemetery. Mr. 

Dudka concluded that the DRC recommended the original picket design as more appropriate for 

the LHD. 

 

Ms. Gwin stated that the ratio of solid to void in the original design would better act as a screen, 

observing that the design proposed by Mr. Clarke had about 50% void space. Mr. Dudka added 

that in addition to the commenter’s proposed change being more visually obvious as stated by 
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Ms. Jones, that the design at Carlin Hall was intended to be a fence, not a screen. He agreed with 

Ms. Gwin that the original design was better suited for screening the dumpster. Mr. Dudka 

further stated that Mr. Clarke did not object to the initial design in his comment, but instead 

asked if the other fence type would be more consistent with other historic sites in the area. Mr. 

Dudka asserted that the Board should take the position that the original screen is more 

appropriate. Mr. Laporte observed that the Carlin Hall fence was meant to be decorative and 

agreed that the original design for the enclosure would make a better screen for the dumpster. 

 

Mr. Craig asked if the materials for the enclosure were going to be bought ready-made from the 

hardware store and the applicant confirmed they would be. Mr. Craig observed that the applicant 

would therefore be constrained to the exposure available in the ready-made fencing and 

recommended that the fence be painted grey to minimize its visual impact. Ms. Gwin stated that 

the fence would be less maintenance if it was not painted. Mr. Dudka recommended a stain that 

requires very little maintenance.  

 

The Chairman asked if Ms. Reeder had any further comments. She stated that she agreed with 

everything that staff and the Board had said and would only add that the citizens’ association was 

looking for a low-cost solution to enclose the dumpster. As such, she would prefer not to paint or 

stain it. 

 

Mr. Laporte moved that the Board approve CoA 19-15 as submitted. Ms. Gwin seconded. The 

Chairman asked for further discussion and Ms. Steinberger asked if the applicant would have to 

apply for an amendment if they chose to paint or stain the enclosure. Mr. Dudka and Ms. 

Liccese-Torres both responded no since the HALRB does not regulate color. The motion passed 

unanimously 8-0. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (ACoAs) 

 

No comments were made on the following ACoAs: 

 

1) James S. Taylor 

2509 Arlington Boulevard, #101 

ACoA 19-16 (HP1900038) 

Cambridge Courts Historic District 

Request to install nine (9) new replacement windows in accordance with the 

Cambridge Courts Design Guidelines 

 

2) Curtice Cultice 

1853 Wilson Boulevard, #363 

ACoA 19-17 (HP1900039) 

Colonial Village Historic District 

Request to install eleven (11) new replacement windows in accordance with 

the Guidelines for Replacement Windows in the Colonial Village Historic 

District 
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3) Diarmuid and Eileen O’Casey 

2111 North Fillmore Street 

ACoA 19-19 (HP1900042) 

Maywood Historic District 

Request to remove a dying white oak tree. 

 

DISCUSSION AGENDA (continued) 

 

Discussion Item #2: Presentation of Arlington Independent Media (AIM) Documentary 

featuring the Ball-Sellers House 

 

Ms. Bolliger introduced the documentary film made in partnership with Arlington Independent 

Media (AIM) about the Ball-Sellers House, which is owned and operated by the Arlington 

Historical Society (AHS). She stated that the first documentary [in this Document Historic 

Arlington series] was on Civil War Forts in Arlington County and the second related to the 

history of the Clarendon War Memorial and the centennial of World War I. Nathan Bynum, the 

producer from AIM, and the three high-school student film makers - Khulan Erdenedalai, Arin 

Gökdemir, and Lina Barclay - introduced themselves. Mr. Bynum said that AIM was excited to 

present its third documentary made with the Arlington County HPP. He stated that the students 

who made the film were selected through a competitive process and that he was very proud of 

the work they had done. Ms. Bolliger invited the Board to ask questions following the screening 

and announced that the official debut will be held at the AIM studios [on Wilson Boulevard] on 

October 11, 2019, with refreshments at 5:00 PM and the screening at 5:30 PM.  

 

[Screening of Ball-Sellers House Documentary] 

 

Following the screening of the documentary, Ms. Bolliger asked for questions from the Board. 

The Chairman commended the filmmakers on their excellent work. Mr. Laporte asked where the 

video would be available to watch and share. Ms. Erdenedalai and Mr. Gökdemir answered that 

the video would be posted on the AHS website and that it may be shown at the Ball-Sellers 

House as part of a museum display. Mr. Bynum added that they still needed to confirm the Ball-

Sellers House display with the AHS, but that he thought it was a good idea. Ms. Liccese-Torres 

stated that this third documentary also will be available on the County website. Mr. Bynum 

reiterated that there would be a reception and screening at AIM on October 11.  
 

Ms. Gwin asked if the students did the camera work themselves. Mr. Gökdemir responded that 

they did all the filming, wrote the script, did the interviews, and that Ms. Barclay did the 

animation. Ms. Bolliger remarked she was impressed by the breadth of subjects the students 

included in their documentary.  

 

Ms. Reeder [from the audience] asked if AIM would be interested in showing the video at an 

upcoming Glencarlyn Citizens’ Association meeting. Mr. Bynum replied that they would be 

interested.  

 

Ms. Steinberger asked when the County would post the video and Ms. Liccese-Torres replied 

that it will be available shortly after the October 11th AIM premiere. She offered to send the link 

to HALRB members.  
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Ms. Bolliger announced that the Ball-Sellers House was open for tours on Saturdays from 1:00 

PM to 4:00 PM through the end of October and encouraged the Board to visit. She concluded by 

thanking the students and Mr. Bynum for their hard work. Mr. Bynum also thanked the students 

and stated that they worked well as a creative team. The Chairman stated his appreciation to the 

students for being creative advocates for history.  

 

Reports of the Chairman and Staff: 

 

Chairman’s Report 

 

The Chairman stated that he received an application from a member of the community who 

would like to join the HALRB, Liz Rogers. Ms. Rogers was present to observe the meeting. The 

Chairman welcomed her and said that he would be happy to speak with her after the meeting. 

 

Staff and Other Reports 

 

Ms. Farris gave a brief presentation related to the ongoing Housing Conservation District (HCD) 

study. She stated that she intended to provide locations, images, and some pertinent information 

for each of the Essential- and Important-ranked Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) properties 

located in the HCD to better enable the HALRB to determine its approach for advocating for 

these properties. Ms. Farris reported that the County Board had a working session with staff on 

September 10, 2019, which featured a version of the presentation that Richard Tucker and 

Russell Schroeder presented to the HALRB at its July 17, 2019, hearing. Ms. Farris noted that 

the staff presentation to the County Board included a summary of recommendations, feedback 

from community members, and a timeline for next steps. She told the HALRB that staff has 

extended the overall project timeline and that the HALRB should not expect another HCD 

presentation from Planning and Housing staff until late 2020. Ms. Farris stated her intention to 

give the HALRB regular updates in the meantime. She also pointed out that there are 12 HCD 

areas in the County, six of which overlap with Lee Highway, and that the County Board 

expressed an interest in coordinating the two planning efforts. 

 

Ms. Farris reminded the HALRB members that there were two Essential properties, 5 Important 

top-1/3 properties, and 32 Important properties in the HCD. She announced that she would 

review the two Essential and 5 Important top-1/3 properties at this meeting. She concluded that 

the [interdepartmental] staff team is now proposing that the HALRB would review all Essential 

and Important properties in the HCD, which matches the approved HRI policy. She related that 

this current proposal would allow for a variety of changes to all the HRI properties within the 

HCD areas. Ms. Farris presented images and background information for Calvert Manor and 

Sheffield Court (Essential), as well as Lyon Village Apartments, Fort Strong Apartments, 

Westover Apartments, Washington & Lee Apartments, and 500 S. Courthouse Road (Important 

top-1/3).  

 

Ms. Gwin asked if there is a written explanation of the rankings in the HRI and Ms. Farris 

responded that there is. Ms. Liccese-Torres added that the surveyors evaluated both historical 

significance and physical integrity; therefore, buildings with less alteration were ranked higher 
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than those with extensive alterations. The Chairman asked if staff would present all 32 Important 

properties; Ms. Farris confirmed yes but would do so over several upcoming HALRB meetings.  

 

Ms. Farris provided another brief presentation on Site Plan and Planning Study updates to give 

HALRB members a better sense of the resources involved in these planning projects. She 

reviewed the status of 1731 North Veitch Street, 1851 South Bell Street and 1900 Crystal Drive, 

Key Bridge Marriott, Crystal Houses at 1900 South Eads Street, Park Shirlington (preliminary), 

1820 Fort Myer Drive/Ames Center (preliminary), the Shirlington Special General Land Use 

Plan (GLUP+) Study, and Plan Lee Highway.  

 

Ms. Farris let the HALRB know that the applicants for 1731 North Veitch Street had just 

completed their first submittal and that the HPP staff were advocating for an HALRB 

representative to serve on the Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC). Ms. Steinberger announced 

that she would be chairing the SPRC for this project in her capacity as a Planning Commissioner. 

 

Ms. Farris related that a Shirlington GLUP+ meeting was scheduled for September 25, 2019, and 

that Ms. Jones would be attending to present information on the history of Shirlington Village 

based on her historic research and a memo she wrote on the history of the site.  

 

Ms. Farris announced that AECOM is still working on historic resources surveys for Plan Lee 

Highway and that the HPP staff made edits to the draft Existing Conditions report. 

 

Mr. Dudka observed that the construction of the new addition at the Stratford School [now 

Dorothy Hamm Middle School] was underway, and its siting is very successful. Mr. Dudka and 

Mr. Craig recounted that the HALRB was very involved in advocating for the final siting of the 

new addition.  

 

Ms. Jones informed the HALRB that both the CoA and ACoA applications were incorporated 

into the new Permit Arlington online system that launched on September 9, 2019. She asked 

HALRB members to direct questions about the new online interface for applications to her. 

  

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 9:06 PM. 


