
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group 

Minutes 10-7-2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm at the Long Branch Nature Center auditorium. 

 

In attendance were: Caroline Haynes, Phil Klingelhofer (UFC), David Howell, Colt Gregory 

(PRC), Shawn Norton, Teresa Leonardo (E2C2), David Farner, and Alonso Abugattas (PNR). 

 

No public comment. 

 

Minutes from the August 5, 2019 were adopted. 

 

Shawn Norton, new E2C2 representative, was introduced.  

 

Guest: David Farner, Assistant Division Chief, Environmental Operations, PNR 

 Caroline Haynes and David Howell, Biophilic Cities Network 

 

Update on NRJAG’s involvement in the Integrated Forestry and Natural Resources Master 

Plan 

 

David Farner updated NRJAG on the Integrated Forestry and Natural Resources Master Plan. 

The process for engaging a consultant continues to move forward. Applications are being sought 

reviewed, applicants will likely be interviewed and then a contract will be negotiated through the 

county’s purchasing office. Arlington County would like for NRJAG to be the lead in the 

process, perhaps building it in the to the regular NRJAG meetings. Ideally a kickoff event to will 

be heled in December or early in 2020.  

 

Update on Sparrow Pond 

 

David Farner provided that the Sparrow pond Project is at 60% design. Much of the sediment 

will be caught on a forebay that can be cleaned out in the future. NOVA Parks and Arlington 

County are working out details regarding access to the area when maintenance is necessary, as 

they own the W&OD. UFC will follow up on the questions concerning tree loss.  

 

Update on Biophilic Cities Network 

 

Caroline Haynes and David Howell reported that the County Board has agreed in principle to 

joining the Biophilic City Network. Jennifer Fioretti is taking the staff lead in Arlington County 

on getting the application done. County Board members have the tentatively agreed to consider 

the resolution at their December meeting. 

 

 

 



Research on Oak Decline 

 

The latest research on the areas’ oak decline has now focused on abiotic factors, accumulating 

over a long period of time. Recent periods of heavy rain following long drought has caused many 

oaks to decline in health. The stressed situations resulted in oaks now getting both insects and 

fungal factors to also affect them. The Forestry Department is taking the lead the lead on a 

current fact sheet, including watering the trees during the drier conditions.  

 

UFC and PRC Comments on Community Energy Plan and Natural Resources 

 

Caroline Haynes reported that both the UFC and PRC representatives spoke at the Planning 

Commission during consideration of the Community Energy Plan. The focus of the comments 

was that Arlington needed to be cautious about recommending offsite renewable energies 

generation when it results in tree loss in exchange for energy production such as solar farms. 

 

Staff Updates: 

Alonso Abugattas provided the following updates: 

• The Native Nursery is well underway in weekly plantings and restoration events, though 

this year they were well short of conditions due to the drought. 

• The Chinese Delegation from the Chinese Province of Jiangsu brought in their Natural 

Resources Team to learn about urban natural resources managers.  

 

Member Reports: 

 

• Theresa Leonardo (E2C2) reported that Amazon has made some commitments to the 

Arlington environment, but that its ambitions were not ambitious enough such as carbon 

sequestration, LEEDs submissions, and other aspects of their plan. 

• Phil Klingelhofer (UFC) had a representative from APS talking to them about tree loss in 

5 different projects and what they were going planning on doing with them. 

• Caroline Haynes (UFC) said that the Regional Citizen Science group had met data 

exchange and how such efforts could be used in cooperative programs. 

• David Howell (PRC) talked about how micro mobility devices such as speed limits, 

geofencing, and other recommendations might be used in fee supported monitoring 

devices. 


