
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group 

Minutes 8-5-2019 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm at the Long Branch Nature Center auditorium.  

In attendance were: Caroline Haynes, Phil Klingelhofer (UFC), David Howell, Colt Gregory 

(Park & Rec), Claire O’Dea, Gabriel Thoumi (E2C2), Alonso Abugattas, and David Farner 

(DPR) 

No public comment. 

Minutes from June 3, 2019 were adopted. 

Guest: David Farner, Assistant Division Chief, Environmental Operations, DPR 

 

Update on the integrated forestry and natural resources management plan and discussion 

on the possible role that NRJAG may play 

David Farner, in his role as Environmental Operations Assistant Division Chief, discussed how 

the update of the new Natural Resources Management Plan and Urban Forestry Plan would be 

developed as a combined document. The integration of the Forestry and Natural Resources 

Management Plans would take place concurrently as one complimentary document. The request 

for proposals for a consultant to help develop the plan has been reviewed and advertised. NRJAG 

members are expected to play an active role as part of the Advisory Committee. The process may 

take 18 months. 

 

Update on biophilic cities 

Caroline Haynes and David Howell provided on the state of biophilic cities in relation to 

Arlington. They have met with County Board members, the County manager, different 

Department leads, and a representative of Amazon. The hopes are that an Arlington County 

resolution may take place this year and lead to crafting an application to become a member of the 

Biophilic City network. 

Staff Updates: 

Alonso Abugattas provided the following updates: 

• The Quarterly Summary Progress Report was distributed in preparation for the yearly 

letter to the County Board. 

• The Native Plant Nursery is in full production with regular volunteer work days and a 

fully functioning irrigation system. 

• The Native Plant Nursery supplied both plants and trees, along with signage, for use at 

the County fair and in the Butterfly Encounters Tent. 



• The Natural Resources Management Unit provided an opportunity for a Youth Congress 

internship as well as substantial project support for the Junior Park Assistant Corps 

summer work program. 

Member Reports: 

• David Howell (Park & Rec) provided an update on the Energy Plan commenting that 

there was almost no mention of trees or other biophilic considerations to meet their goals. 

• Phil Klingelhofer (UFC) commented that the revised plans for more affordable housing 

and specifically, accessory dwelling units, fail to consider the implications for the 

preservation of trees.  

 

  


