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July 12, 2019 

 

Hon. Christian Dorsey, Chair  

Arlington County Board 

2100 Clarendon Blvd. Ste 300 

Arlington, VA 22201 

   Re: 2020 Legislative Priorities Recommendations 

Dear Mr. Dorsey, 

 

The Tenant-Landlord Commission at its July 10, 2019, monthly meeting considered 

several legislative priorities for the Virginia General Assembly during its upcoming 

session pursuant to your request on June 25th. We recommend that the County Board 

adopt the following legislative priorities within its legislative package: 

1. Expansion of the Communities of Opportunity Tax Credit Program to 

Arlington County 

Purpose – The Communities of Opportunity tax credit program provides landlords 

with a financial incentive to rent to Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) recipients. This 

underutilized program currently impacts only the Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport 

News Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) and Richmond MSA. Landlords renting 

units in a census tract with less than 10% poverty to HCV recipients are eligible to 

receive 10% of the annual fair market rent for that unit from Virginia as a tax credit. 

Expanding eligibility for the program to landlords in Arlington could increase the 

number of HCV recipients residing in market rate rental units. 

Recommendation – Modify the Communities of Opportunity Tax Credit by permitting 

landlords renting a qualified housing unit in a census tract within Arlington County, in 

which less than 10 percent of the residents live below the poverty level, to be eligible 

for the credit. 

2. Establishment of Virginia Rental Assistance Program 
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Purpose – In 2016, the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities found that “for every 

assisted household in Virginia, twice as many low-income households are homeless or 

pay more than half their income for rent and do not receive any federal rental assistance 

due to limited funding.” While 103,000 households in the state receive rental 

assistance, over 250,000 households pay more than half their income in rent and 

receive no assistance. Renters in Arlington and elsewhere in the state could benefit 

from a state-wide rental assistance program. 

Recommendation – Virginia should create a state-wide rental assistance program to 

ensure that rent-burdened and severely rent-burdened residents receive support to 

afford decent housing. Funding through the state program should be available for either 

tenant-based vouchers or project-based rental assistance. 

The Commission vote on the recommendations was unanimous. 

Our recommendations for the 2020 General Assembly legislative session will help 

expand access to affordable housing for renters most in need, throughout the state and 

in Arlington.  

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

 

 Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Kellen MacBeth 

Chair, Tenant-Landlord Commission 

 

cc. Rolda Nedd, Staff Liaison  

Pat Carroll, Legislative Liaison 

 


