
Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission Meeting 

Meeting Notes – September 11, 2019 

Commissioners present: Kellen MacBeth (Chair), Kirit Mookerjee, Ahmed Bismah, Zachary Butler, 

Kristen Clegg, Matthew Whitfield, David Timm, Christopher Bruno (excused absent). 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 by Chair MacBeth.  

Public Comment: 

Giselle Velasquez addressed the Commission about her complaint to the management of Ballston Park 

about smoking from a neighboring unit. She complained that property mainte nance staff have 

investigated, but nothing has been done. Recommendations from the Commission, included seeking 

legal advice, speaking with Bu-Gata who could mediate on her behalf or ultimately giving the landlord a 

21/30 notice to cure the issue. She was advised that a Tenant assertion, requires evidence of smoke. 

David Kennedy appeared before the Commission with concerns for residents who’s economic and 

housing security may be threatened by Amazon’s impending arrival. He discussed a seven- point letter 

which he presented to the Commission with concerns about possible displacement of renters, relevant 

data collection to measure Amazon’s impact on housing, whether the Commission would be collecting 

data and how will the work of the Eviction Reduction subcommittee be integrated with the Housing 

Arlington Initiative. Another point, concerned the donation for housing that Amazon made to the 

Arlington Community Foundation and how the Tenant Landlord Commission can be an ally in influencing 

how these funds are used. Chair, MacBeth thanked him for the comments and stated that looking at 

data relevant to Amazon, is a task for the County as the Commission is not equipped to do this.  He 

referred to the annual Housing report as a data source.  He also stated that there  were efforts in place 

seeking a presentation from Amazon to the TLC, to provide an opportunity to discuss these types of 

concerns.  

Justine Washington a resident of Gates of Ballston expressed concern for her safety, as items have been 

misplaced and stolen from her apartment. It appears as if maintenance staff maybe entering without 

adequate notice. Advice to mitigate this activity included installing a camera and filing a police report 

about any stolen property. Chair MacBeth advised that she coordinate with County staff and Bu-gata on 

ways to address the situation. Ms. Washington also mentioned AHC’s requirement for tenants use of a 

third -party source such as ACE for rent payments and the fee involved and having to use an online rent 

payment tool – Rent Café. She expressed concern about this system. Chair MacBeth offered to follow up 

with AHC about this matter.  

Julius Spain, Sr. President of the Arlington Chapter of NAACP expressed support for the work of the 

Housing Discrimination subcommittee. 

Minutes approval –two minor corrections were identified and noted. Commission Butler made a motion 

to approve, which was seconded by Commissioner Ahmed. 

Knightsbridge Relocation Plan – a preliminary draft of the relocation plan for Knightsbridge apartments 

located in the Buckingham Neighborhood was presented by staff from Wesley Housing Development. 

Escarleth Torres did a high-level summary of the plan for full renovation of the 37 units all at 50% AMI a 

100% HUD Section 8 Project Based Voucher property. Renovations will include improvements to major 



infrastructure, appliances and cabinet replacements, energy efficient lighting and other water 

conservation improvements and inclusion of six fully accessible apartments. Residents are expected to 

return after renovations and to remain on site during renovations. Resident surveys will be completed 

by September 19 Following a few questions from Commissioners, the plan was accepted as an 

information item; any further questions from the Commission would be communicated to Wesley.  

Eviction Reduction Proposal –  Commissioner Whitfield led the presentation on the proposal and 

indicated that there was unanimous support from the subcommittee for the proposal, and that there 

were no changes to the original proposal. The proposal for consideration included three parts 1. Eviction 

Diversion program 2. Strategic scheduling of Unlawful Detainers/writs of Eviction 3. Eviction Prevention 

Information to be affixed to writ of Evictions.  On a point of clarification from Commissioner Ahmed 

about whether a combined vote would be taken on all proposals or whether each would be handled 

separately, it was decided to take a separate vote for each.    Eviction Diversion Program - a motion to 

accept was put forward by David Timm, seconded by Commissioner Butler. Questions about the second 

proposal focused on the experience of other jurisdictions concerning the impact of implementation. It 

was not clear what the impact was. Commissioner Whitfield responded that it appears successful in 

Fairfax, it was pointed out that this presents a point to start the discussion with the judges in Arlington. 

Commissioner Butler moved a motion to accept, Commissioner Timm seconded. Five votes in favor, with 

two abstentions.  Vote on the third proposal was moved by Commissioner Klegg and seconded by 

Commissioner Ahmed, with one abstention. After some discussion of each item/proposal a vote was 

taken for each one.   

Chair’s Report –  Chair MacBeth, discussed a Chair’s report which was the result of one -on-one 

discussions with Commissioners. There were 7 major points of concern. The issue of public participation 

during meetings outside of the public comment period received the most discussion. Commissioner 

Klegg pointed out that it might be best to hold the public comment if the item will be an agenda item, 

this allows for more efficient use of time. It was pointed out that it would be useful to inform anyone 

making public comment of the Commission’s procedure. Decision: Chair to be more assertive and 

guidelines to be provided to attendee. On the issue of follow up on tenant grievances, the Chair 

indicated that he would follow up with staff.  On the issue of outreach and the TLC becoming more 

visible to the public, it was agreed to continue to look for ways to increase visibility and recognition of 

the Commission. 

Sub Committee Interim reports - Chair, Macbeth led the discussion on providing an update of the work 

of both the Eviction Reduction subcommittee and the Housing Discrimination Subcommittees. Power 

point presentations were made available. The upcoming forum on Housing Discrimination was 

announced as an opportunity for the Commission to be recognized. Members were encouraged to share 

the announcement with constituents. The Eviction subcommittee issued a survey which was sent for 

comment and would be finalized in time for NVAA’s September 25 meeting. Chair, Macbeth indicated 

satisfaction with the progress of the committees. On the topic of criminal history, this would be further 

defined and an approach on how to address this would be detailed later in the year. There were no 

comments.    

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.  


