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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
October 22, 2019 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair 
Angelo Collins, NCAC Liaison       
Duke Banks 
Steven Bernheisel, APS Staff Liaison (in for Jim Meikle) 
Sergio Enriquez (on the phone) 
Steve Finn 
Dean Foster 
Michael Grace  
Colt Gregory 
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Neal Hunter 
Shruti Kuppa 
Mark Lincoln 
Leonardo Sarli 
 
Guests:  
None 
 
County Staff: 
Diane Probus, DPR, Acting PRC Staff Liaison 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Duke Banks 
Julie Mullen 
Kevin Rachlin  
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
The Commission considered their September 24, 2019 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) 
meeting minutes.  With no objections, the Commission approved the minutes as presented. 
 
Public Comments  
No public comment was provided.  
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Commission-led Discussion on the Crystal Houses Site Plan 
 
The PRC discussed in detail the upcoming site plan consideration for Crystal Houses and provided 
commentary and questions on various topics, which included but were not limited to: 
clarifications on where private dog runs will be sited (if any), stormwater management 
coordination with the natural spaces and integration with rooftop amenities, support for fruit-
bearing trees in the corner park, potential for a community vegetable garden, comparison with 
Metropolitan Park public spaces (when the public space is built at Metropolitan Park, how will it 
be designed so it is enjoyed as a public space?).   
 
Community, Planning, Housing, and Development (CPHD) staff prepared a few updates to the PRC 
which was delivered by Ms. Probus.  They include the following: 
 

• The site plan will be considered by the County Board in December 2019. 
• Changes to plan include: 

• Removal of head-in, surface parking and conversion to parallel surface parking. 
• Additional planting details for converted parking. 
• Architectural details for facades of structured parking garages. 
• The park concepts will be the same as what the applicant presented in September 

2019.  The last count for tree removal was 230 trees and for new tree planting was 
359 trees.   

 
 
Commission Letters 
 
No discussion on commission letters occurred at this meeting. 
 
 
Initial Commission-led Discussion on the County Budget 
 
The PRC discussed preliminary budget questions and concerns ahead of the discussion on this 
subject at the November 2019 PRC meeting with DPR staff.  Topics and discussion points included 
but were not limited to: 

• July 8th storm damages 
• Biophilic benefits 
• More focus on and reporting on recreational programs 
• Field Fund policy and fee structures 
• Future project funding and current maintenance of existing facilities 
• Prospective budget cuts (if any)? 

 
 
Staff Report 
 
4MRV – Jennie Dean Park 
Two (2) rounds of community engagement opportunities have been held to solicit feedback on 
the park design. The engagement opportunities consisted of in person open houses in Shirlington 
and Green Valley as well as an online questionnaire. Based on the feedback, DPR is preparing a 
final park design which will be shared in November.  
 
Artist Mark Reigelman was recently selected to develop site-specific public art work that will be 
integrated into the upcoming Jennie Dean Park project.  The artist made his first site visit to 
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Arlington on September 3rd and 4th that included several opportunities for public engagement.  
The community was invited to meet the artist and share stories, histories, and their experiences 
of Jennie Dean Park at a Meet and Greet and Artist Talk held at the New District Brewery on 
September 3rd and Morning Office Hours held at Busboys and Poets on September 4th.  While in 
town, he also had an opportunity to walk the park site and surrounding area and have a 
lunchtime conversation with the Public Art Advisory Panel that selected him.  The Panel includes 
one representative each from the Douglas Park, Green Valley and Shirlington neighborhoods, the 
Public Art Committee, the project’s landscape architect firm, DPR’s project manager and Historic 
Preservation staff. Mark Reigelman’s work reevaluates the everyday, reinvigorates gathering 
spaces and challenges typical urban conditions.  His work can be found at the Domino Park 
Playground in Brooklyn, NY, the San Diego Airport, The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, 
OH and throughout the United States.   
 
There are several administrative tasks that will be happening in the next few months related to 
Jennie Dean Park. It’s time to officially include the land the County has been acquiring over the 
time to expand Jennie Dean Park into the General Land Use Plan (GLUP) and to have it zoned as 
parkland. We are also planning on bringing the Construction Manager at Risk contract to the 
Board in November pending successful negotiations with the Offeror’s. 
 
The County recommends: 

• Designating the new parcels as "Public" on the General Land Use Plan (GLUP). 
• Rezoning all of the park parcels to a consistent zone. 
• Certifying the density associated with the M-1 Zoned Parcels in the park. 
• Removing 27th Street South between South Nelson Street and the WETA parcel from the 

Master Transportation Plan and vacating a portion of 27th street south to incorporate it 
into the park. 

 
County presentations of the proposed land classification changes: 

• Sept. 17 - Long Range Planning Committee (Consideration of all actions): Completed. 
• Oct. 3 - Transportation Commission (Request to Advertise MTP Amendment: Approved. 
• Oct. 19 or 22 - County Board (Request to Advertise GLUP and MTP Amendment). 
• Oct. 30 - Transportation Commission (MTP Amendment Consideration & 27th Street 

Vacation). 
• Nov. 4 or 6 - Planning Commission (Consideration of all actions). 
• Nov. 16 or 19 - County Board (Consideration of all actions). 

 
705 31 Street S: 

• Begin termination of utility services (Ongoing) 
• Begin install of rodent controls 

 
Ballston Pond Retrofit/Beaver Pond Park Improvements - No Change 

• Next steps are to complete permitting and then to obtain construction bids.   
o Summer/Fall 2019 – Permitting 
o Winter/Spring 2020 – Procurement 
o Summer/Fall 2020 – Begin construction 

 
Benjamin Banneker Park Improvements 
Contract award was approved by the County Board at their September meeting.  Construction 
start schedule will be forthcoming with General Contractor (GC) and Construction Manager (CM) 
after award of contract. 
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Bluemont Park  
• Invasive plant removal has resumed for the fall (NC project) and additional trees will be 

planted October or November 2019.  
• On 6/15/2019, DPR team members and volunteers from County Manager’s Office (CMO) 

attended the Arlington County Tennis Association (ACTA) semi-finals to canvas attendees 
about how they currently use Bluemont Park and its amenities especially its tennis courts.  
Canvassed at Virginia Highlands Park, Yorktown High School and Bluemont Park. 

• Project page created.  https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/upper-bluemont-project/ 
• The public was invited to share their experiences at Bluemont via an online questionnaire 

and in-person canvassing at the 2019 Arlington County Fair, parks and tennis courts 
around the area. The online feedback tool accepted responses through August 31 and the 
results will be used to help plan upcoming outreach efforts. 

• Learn about the Upper Bluemont Conceptual Design Project, the project’s scope, the 
existing conditions in the area we will be designing, and we will seek further input as to 
what you like and don’t like at the Project Kickoff Meeting on Tues., Oct. 29 from 7 – 8:30 
p.m. at Ashlawn Elementary School Multi-purpose Room. 

 
Clarendon War memorial: 

• Contractor casted the foundation for the artwork on 10/11/19. 
 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School (formerly New Middle School at Stratford Site) - No Change  

• Students are currently using the existing building while waiting for the completion of the 
new addition.  Completion of the addition is estimated in March or April of 2020.   

• For additional details on the status of the project see Dorothy Hamm MS where APS posts 
construction updates.   

 
Edison Park (Neighborhood Conservation project) - (no change)  
The project scope was approved by the County Board as part of the Neighborhood Conservation 
bundle in November 2018. The first design/working group meeting was held Wednesday, 
February 13th. The project was presented to the Arlington Forest Civic Association at their April 
24th meeting for a vote. The project was approved, and the project is currently at 90% CD phase 
and has been submitted for DES permitting. 
 
Education Center Building Reuse  

• APS has substantially completed the demolition of the interior.   
• The building renovation is undergoing permitting.    
• Full construction is expected to begin in January 2020. 

 

Henry Clay Park: 

The Notice to Proceed (NTP) was initially sent to begin work on October 7, 2019, this NTP will be 
amended due to the delay in receipt of the permits.  The new project start date will be October 21, 
2019.   
 
Long Bridge Park Aquatic Center: 
Shotcrete for Whirlpool in section A being done on Monday Oct 14. Steel work in Section C 
continues with Joists and beam installation. Esplanade Phase I & II tie in work has started. 
Concrete pours for the Walls in the 50 M pool has the shallow end to the East all three walls are 
completed. Rebar and Form work continue down the North and West sides of the deep end. 
 
Lubber Run Community Center & Park 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/upper-bluemont-project/
http://arlingtoncountyfair.us/
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/09/Bluemont-Questionnaire-9-3-19-WITHOUT-Names.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/09/Bluemont-Questionnaire-9-3-19-WITHOUT-Names.pdf
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/upper-bluemont-project/
https://ashlawn.apsva.us/
https://www.apsva.us/design-and-construction/dorothy-hamm-middle-school/
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• A construction sliding timeline has been posted on the Lubber Run project webpage for 
community review. https://projects.arlingtonva.us/lubber-run-community-center-
timeline/ 

• Throughout the fall sidewalk closures will take place on George Mason Drive and N. Park 
st. Barriers will be installed to provide safe walking paths. Work should conclude by 
Thanksgiving. 

 
Madison Manor Park: 

• Tree protection complete. 
• Installation of E&S controls complete. 
• Demolition of asphalt, concrete and play equipment complete. 
• Topsoil removed from the ball field. Grading complete for the ball field.   
• Contractor completed foundation works for the dug outs. Dugout structure on site and 

installation ongoing. 
• Site grading around the dugouts and existing building with 21A stone placement ongoing. 

Concrete pavement placed around the existing building. 
• Backstop post installation complete. 
• Concrete placement for playground area curb and boulder placement ongoing. 
• Stormwater pipe installation complete. 
• Irrigation water main line installed from meter to the main box. County installed the crock 

and water meter. Field irrigation line installation to start next week. 
• Electrical underground conduits installed and inspected by the County inspectors. 
• Concrete works for the urban-bioretention planter box complete. 
• Contractor started filter layer, underdrain installation and stone reservoir placement for 

the BMP. 
 

Marcey Road Park 
• First Community Meeting held on October 3. PowerPoint uploaded to website.  
• Next Community meeting will be sometime in December (TBD). 
 

Mosaic Park: 
• Prep for pressure and air test and camera sanitary line install for inspection. (Awaiting 

camera inspection) 
• Air and pressure test for 8” sanitary line passed test, Awaiting final camera inspection.  
• Utility coordination for utility install with, Dominion Energy, Washington Gas, Comcast 

and Verizon – (On going) 
• Begin layout and install of electrical conduit for street lighting. (Ongoing) 
• Begin layout and install of fountain piping/ pump room (Ongoing) 
• Begin layout and install of strata vault system (Ongoing) 
• Resume install of storm line along Quincy Street (Ongoing,) 
• Begin waterproofing pump room vault, exterior 

 
Nauck Town Center: 
Ardent continues to install the communication duct bank. S.  Kenmore Street has been re-opened.  
Awaiting resubmittals from Ardent per DPR submissions. 
 
Oakland Park: 
Deck and Art Sculpture concrete breaks came up to strength, confirmation has been given by the 
structural engineer to proceed with the installation October 21-23, 2019.  The crane operator and 
McDonnell confirmed the reach and logistics for staging and moving the art pieces for placement. 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/lubber-run-community-center-timeline/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/lubber-run-community-center-timeline/
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Davey Trees to schedule planting after the sculpture installation on October 21-23, 2019. 
 
RHP+ (no change) 
Wilson School site has opened. Some construction is still ongoing. Penzance continues demolition 
and excavation of the Rosslyn Highlands Park, Fire Station #10 and 1555 Wilson Blvd site. The 
Fire Station is anticipated to be completed summer 2021. The park is anticipated to be completed 
by the end of 2021. Construction documents are currently being prepared for the playground (on 
the APAH Queens Court Site) which will start construction in 2021. APAH started construction on 
their Queens Court property in mid-April.   
 
Site Plan Review 

SP #13 Crystal Houses Major Site Plan Amendment – 1900 S Eads Street  
o The site plan was presented to the PRC on September 24th.   
o Comments received from the open house, the SPRC meeting and from the PRC will 

be considered for the final corner park concept which will be posted on the Crystal 
Houses Public Space website in October.   

o The final site plan will go to the Planning Commission and the County Board in 
December.   

 
SP #56 and SP #421: 1851 S. Bell St. – 1900 Crystal Drive 
 The new site plan area of 158,767 sq. ft. (3.64 acres) is bounded by 18th Street South 

to the north, Crystal Drive to the east, 20th Street South to the south, and South Bell 
Street to the west. 

 CESC Mall Land LLC (“the applicant”) proposes to remove site area from Site Plan #56, 
rezone portions of the property from the C-O to the C-O-Crystal City district, and 
construct two new mixed-use towers and interior, “mid-block” ground-level retail 
under a new Site Plan (SP #421). 

 Additional details include: 
o Total gross floor area (GFA) of 799,871 sq. ft. 
o 759,519 sq. ft. of residential (790 units total) 
o 40,352 sq. ft. of retail 
o Two (2) residential towers with ground floor retail; South Tower (443 units; 

27 stories) and North Tower (347 units; 26 stories) 
o New interior streets 
o Ground-level mid-block retail 
o 1,753 parking spaces (entire block) 
o 553 residential spaces (0.7 per unit) 
o Additional density for LEED Silver certification 
o Total floor area ratio (FAR) of 5 FAR 

 The Long-Range Planning Committee (LRPC) held a meeting on September 19th for 
this project.  There is a public space component to this area which envisions a 74,200 
sq. ft. public park space (Center Park) which is specified within the County Board 
adopted Crystal City Sector Plan (CCSP). 

 The Site Plan Review Committee will hold meetings on Oct. 29, 2019, Nov. 14, 2019 
and Dec. 19, 2019. 

 
SP #72: Harris Teeter Site/American Service Center  
 Three Mixed-Use Buildings (685 Residential Units) 
 New Harris Teeter and ground-level retail  
 Three-level structured parking garages (923 parking spaces total) 
 New Public Park (0.5 Acres) 
 First SPRC meeting anticipated April 29, 2019 
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 Open Space: As part of the community engagement process for the proposed open 
space, DPR staff is proposing 2 open houses supplemented with 2 online surveys to 
solicit community feedback. The first open house occurred on Tues. July 23rd, 2019 
from 5:00-6:30pm at the Ellen M. Bozman Government Center (2100 Clarendon Blvd) 
in followed by an online survey on 2 preliminary draft concepts.  

 An online survey solicited comments on the final design from September 23 to 
October 7. The second open house occurred on September 23, 2019 at the MedStar 
Capitals Iceplex from 6-7:30 p.m.  It was supplemented by a presentation to the PRC to 
gather additional input on September 24, 2019. 

 Going to the County Board and Planning Commission in November. 
 

Harris Teeter Public Space 
• SEHT North Glebe LLC has funded a half-acre public space in the parking lot at the 

Harris Teeter at 600 N. Glebe. This project is one aspect of a larger mixed-use 
redevelopment of the land surrounding Harris Teeter. 

• The public can view the final concept design an open house on September 23rd, at 
Medstar Capitals IcePlex from 6-7:30 p.m. 

• Park and Recreation Commission applicant presentation of final concept on 
September 24th. 

• Online comments for final concept open from September 23rd - October 7th. 
• Going to the County Board and Planning Commission in November. 

 
 

SP #105 Phased Development Site Plan (PDSP) Amendment: Metropolitan Park 6-8 (Block 
3 of PDSP) – 1400 S. Eads St. and 501 15th St. S. 
 The applicant, JBG Smith, is requesting three (3) changes to the Pentagon City Phased 

Development  
• Site Plan (PDSP). All changes proposed are for the development of the last phases 

(Phases 6, and a combined Phase 7 and 8) for Parcel 3 of the Pentagon City PDSP, 
also known as Metropolitan Park:  
1. Change the principal use from residential to office, with ground floor retail;  
2. Alter the PDSP height regulations to permit two additional office buildings of 

up to 22 stories;  
3. Delete 1,403 unbuilt dwelling units that are allocated to Parcel 3 

(Metropolitan Park) and allocate approximately 2,082,566 square feet of office 
use and 44,051 square feet of additional retail use to Parcel 3 (Metropolitan 
Park).   

• In addition to the PDSP amendment requests, the applicant is also requesting a 
Master Transportation Plan (MTP) amendment to revise the internal street 
network within Parcel 3 (Metropolitan Park) by deleting a portion of 14th Road S., 
which was intended to be an internal service road for Phases 7 and 8.   

• The Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) held their third meeting on Monday, 
October 14, 2019 with the discussion focusing on changes from previous 
meetings/responses to previous comments and questions, construction issues, 
phasing, vehicle staging, parking, and routing, pedestrian access during 
construction, a community liaison and site plan mitigation.  

• This project is anticipated to have significant public space considerations that 
were discussed at the Monday, September 23, 2019 SPRC meeting.   

• A post-approval public space planning process is anticipated.      
 

SP #244 Major Site Plan Amendment:  LCOR/Verizon Site – 400 11th Street South – No 
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Change  
 254,676 sq. ft. residential and mixed-use building. 
 Modifications requested: bonus density, parking and penthouse elevator setbacks. 
 A future planned public space area is envisioned on the “Teardrop Parcels” located 

west and northwest of the site, approximately 24,000-25,000 sq. ft. of space. 
• This item was unanimously approved by the County Board on Saturday, October 19th 

including over $2.6M for the planning, design and construction of the “New Park at S. Eads 
& Army/Navy” (Teardrop Parcels).   

• The County will begin a distributed park master planning process at the collaborate-level 
within 180 days.  

 
Urban Forestry Office Updates 

1. Tree maintenance requests are slowing down, and tree crew staff is catching up to work. 
2. Urban forestry is preparing public outreach material about Oak Decline, with regional 

foresters. 
3. Fleet Elementary’s landscaping is completed, and all trees look good, except 2. They will 

be replaced, and a Spring inspection will follow. 
4. We are experiencing dieback of trees from lack of watering on non-Forestry projects, 

including parks. Forestry staff is working with other departments and divisions to 
understand this and address the concern. 

5. Staff attended the regional ISA conference, and learned about urban wastewood reuse. 
6. Staff is reviewing Marcey Road, Edison and Towers parks. Madison Manor, Nauck, Alcova 

Heights, and Four Mile Run park are under construction 
7. Several stormwater projects are being reviewed, including Sparrow Pond, and a 

preliminary stormwater project at Walter Reed and Four Mile Run Dr. These may have a 
high impact to trees, and staff will work to reduce impact.  

 
Arlington Parks and Recreation sustained considerable damage in July’s storm. Here is the 
status of our repair work. 

• All of the picnic shelters, volleyball courts and playgrounds are open. 
• DPR is currently finishing up GlenCarlyn Park with the restroom floor tile/wall only left to 

complete. After Glencarlyn Park the contractor will move to Lubber Run Park. The 
restrooms at Bon Air remain closed indefinitely.  

• County contractors have removed bridges that were destroyed by the storm, including the 
bridges at 38th St. N. and N. Chesterfield Street, Bon Air, Glencarlyn and Gulf Branch. 
Lubber Run will follow. All bridges and fords damaged in the storm are being assessed for 
safety and next steps. 

• Repairs have been completed on the underpass at Wilson Blvd. on the W&OD Trail. 
 
 
Commission Member Reports 
 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 
• 55+ (Dean Foster) 

o September was National Senior Center Month. Various activities were hosted by the 
senior centers in Arlington including ice cream socials, and free presentations on 
nutrition, exercise, fitness, learning and socializing. Also, in the bimonthly 55+ Guide 
several special programs contributing to aging well are highlighted with a key 🔑🔑. 

o One particular workshop was held on September 14 “Crafting Your Next Chapter”, which 
discussed planning your life and refining your goals to include what is most important to 
you. 
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o As previously reported, there will be a Halloween Pumpkin 🎃🎃 Walk beginning at 
Arlington Mill Center on Saturday, October 26 from 6pm to 8 pm. The event is free and 
will include activities for children and adults of all ages. Costumes are encouraged. 

• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 
• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• Crystal City Review Commission (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Four Mile Run Joint Task Force (David Howell) 

o No meeting yet this fall, no report. 

• Gulf Branch Stream Restoration (Colt Gregory/Duke Banks) 
o The second advisory group meeting was held at Gulf Branch Nature Center Oct 9.  

Additional erosion remediation area was identified and incorporated into the 
restoration.  

• Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 Update (Colt Gregory) 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross)  

o The commission has received a briefing on current APS projections for the need for 
additional school space over the next 20 years.  Some space may be created by expanding 
on the capacity at current schools. However, APS has been and will be investigating 
other possible sites for new schools.  Given the limited amount of land in the county it will 
be important to monitor these investigations for possible impacts on open space and 
parks.  

  
• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Bill Ross) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Howell/Mullen) 
• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Angelo Collins) 

o Civic Associations have a November 8th deadline to submit new priority projects for the 
Neighborhood Conservation Program.  

o Board Member Erik Gutshall is the Liaison from the NCAC and spoke about his thoughts 
related to neighborhood conservation, affordable housing and other related topics and 
took questions from the NCAC reps.    

 
• Park Capital Maintenance Projects 

o Alcova Heights Park Project: No Issues in this reporting period.  Plan calls for native 
tree and shrub plantings near fire pit area to support stormwater management. 

o Jennie Dean Park Project Update: No issues in this reporting period.  Final design due 
for presentation in November.  Administrative issues regarding parkland zoning of 
purchased area are being addressed. 

o Marcey Road Park Renovation:  Initial community meeting held October 3; a second 
meeting anticipated.  The project will replace the three tennis courts and the basketball 
court and update surrounding amenities. 

o Upper Bluemont Park Conceptual Design:  Initial community meeting scheduled for 
October 29.  The County has already received and posted online voluminous public 
comments.  The conceptual designing process will commence following the initial 
community meeting. 

 
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen)   
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• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS)/Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) (Bill 
Ross/Sergio Enriquez/Michael Grace) 
o The Implementation Advisory Committee held its first organizing meeting on October 

1.  The next meeting will be on Monday, December 9.   
 
o The PSMP includes this goal: “Establish a dedicated pickleball facility to meet the 

growing demand.”   Strategic Direction 1.4.3. An available location that would not 
require the County to purchase land:  The former tennis courts at Minor Hill Park.  Once 
providing four public tennis courts, the venue’s infrastructure, although aging, already 
exists.  The rectangular court area is paved and fenced.  Underground utilities to provide 
lighting, etc. already exist.  This suggestion has been communicated to DPR Staff charged 
with researching how to satisfy public demand for venues at which to play pickleball. 

 
• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) (Sergio Enriquez) 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

• 400 11th Street South – LCOR/Verizon Site (Bill Ross) 
Verizon Site/11th St. -- This project was approved at the 10/19 County Board 
meeting.  Bill spoke to the letter the commission had previously sent.  He added in 
some cautionary comments about the current disconnect between approval, funding 
and building of the brick and mortar and transportation aspects of some of our 
private projects and the uncertainty about the funding and building of the open 
space aspects of those projects.  In any case, the Board approved $2.6+ million in 
private developer contributions to go planning and construction of the new public 
park which will be located next to the new residential building, along Eads St.  

• 600 N. Glebe Rd. – Harris Teeter Site (Bill Ross) 
One area of concern we had mentioned in our letter was the loss of a number of trees 
that border the Hyde Park properties.  These trees had been provided as mitigation 
for the effects of the original Harris Teeter project.  Most of the trees are currently 
proposed to be removed.  The Commission may want to weigh in on this one more 
time.  

• 1900 S. Eads St. – Crystal Houses (Bill Ross) 
Comments were sent to the SPRC coordinators by Bill based on attendance at SPRC 
meetings and our 9/24/19 PRC presentation.  These and other issues can be 
discussed at the 10/22 meeting, along with a possible letter.  

• Key Bridge Marriott  
The SPRC process has yet to begin.  This project will involve the renovation of the 
current hotel, plus addition of a condominium in the front of the hotel and a rental 
residence behind it. The site borders National Park Service land and sits across from 
Gateway Park.  As the process proceeds, the commission may want to weigh in on 
community benefits such as contributions for future Gateway Park redevelopment 
and improvement to the NPS land.    

• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Metropolitan Park 6, 7, 8 – National Landing (Shruti Kuppa/Bill Ross) 

The last of SPRC meetings was held on 10/14.  So far community participants have 
been broadly pleased with the project's proposals.  This, the first of the Amazon 
projects, will add several large buildings along Eads Street, along with additions to 
the existing Metro Park open space, which will include a public park section, two 
public plaza areas, and a street section designed for possible joint 
pedestrian/recreation use and vehicle use. The design for the open space will be 
conducted by a community process coordinated by DPR.  The open space will be 
funded and built by the developer.   
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• Block J/K Crystal City (Colt Gregory/Bill Ross) 
The SPRC process is beginning for this project.  Proposed are new residential 
buildings associated with a relatively large Central Park, which was envisioned in 
the Crystal City Sector Plan. The timing and funding of the park development is still 
very tentative.    
 

• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 
o A public meeting was held on Tuesday, October 1, to present the status of this project. 

This was the 60% design stage, with most of fundamental approach and engineering 
requirements decided, but without specific engineering plans fully drawn and without all 
specific features and locations selected. About 20 attended this event, half of the initial 
public meeting attendance. As part of the DES program, David Howell presented a 12-
minute slideshow of 90 species of wildlife documented at or very near Sparrow Pond in 
the past few years, which is a likely predictor of future biodiversity prospects after 
restoration of this wetland/stormwater feature. 
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 
o On September 26, 2019, the ASC received a presentation from Destination 2027.  This 

leadership effort convened by the County Board stemmed from an observation from the 
director of County public health that health outcomes in Arlington are tied to structural 
inequities.  In general, we have attempted to address issues of disparities through 
equality.  For example, we have equal access to programs and resources.  This is a one-
size-fits-all approach.  However, questions of equity ask what is the need with focus on 
what different individuals or population groups need that will help reduce disparities in 
outcome.  The focus of Destination 2027 is on public health, but it is broadly based 
asking questions of commercial entities, nonprofits, and County government to look at 
their decisions and consider equities.  We need to have Destination 2027 talk to the PRC. 

 
o Additionally, the ASC discussed Safe Sports issues related to deterrence of child sexual 

abuse.  This looks as if it will require further attention and work with County staff to 
ensure training and protocols are in place.  The ASC also discussed ideas following the 
discussions on field allocations from July.  Generally, it seems the programs are 
interested in more cooperative approaches among themselves. 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
o Public comments were raised about the ongoing drought, and the impact on trees, 

particularly White Oak and Chestnut Oak, which are threatened by and succumbing to 
the precipitation extremes of recent years. Further discussion ensued. Jeffrey Chambers, 
Director of Design and Construction for APS, presented on the various new schools 
opening this year, imminent additional projects, and some of the considerations in play 
regarding natural spaces, trees, and school requirements. Brief discussion was held 
regarding member research on legislative and policy mechanisms that may be available, 
or desirable, to mitigate tree canopy loss and improve success in restoring urban tree 
viability. Staff liaison Vincent Verweij presented an overview of the site plan and 
development project review process. 
 

• Village at Shirlington Special Land Use Study (Dean Foster) 
o The LRPC for the Shirlington Special General Land Use Plan (GLUP) Study Plus met on 

September 25. 
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o Staff gave a presentation on the history of Shirlington and potential redevelopment 
scenarios. The recap of previous meetings included: possibly addressing future tidal 
surge concerns, flooding with possible climate change, a design booklet for Shirlington 
addressing parking and if modeling assumptions are based on one level of underground 
parking across all sites. 

o Specific to parks: Several attendees raised concerns that a proposed higher rise building 
along Arlington Mill Drive feels too much like a wall. There is a desire to preserve views 
and connections to the existing park. Preserving the “Village” and Main Street feel is also 
a priority. Building height would be better placed near the freeway and not by the park. 
Medians should be recognized and encouraged as potential green spaces. Consideration 
should also be given to creating a linear park condition along Arlington Mill Drive on the 
south or Shirlington side of the street to relate to the park. 

o By our next meeting, we should have updated traffic circulation data help inform open 
space and pedestrian connection needs and opportunities. 

 
 
Other Business  

• Thoughts on FY 2020-2021 Budget (Bill Ross): 
o State of Good Repair -- Emphasis on repair and maintenance of parks, including 

damaged facilities from July 8 storm and additional emphasis on prevention of tree 
damage (streetscapes, parks, schools) from drought periods.   

o Support for additional funds for invasive species protection of trees. 
o On tree maintenance, a plan for cooperation between DPR, DES, APS, and citizen 

volunteers.   
o Field Fund -- Consider using some of field fund for ongoing field maintenance as 

opposed to the current stipulation that the funds only be used for field expansion or 
major amenity improvements.   

o Parcel Q -- Consider using budget funds to support open space 
opportunities/improvements in the Roslyn area, in partial compensation for loss of 
the Parcel Q site as approved by the Dittmar/Holiday Inn project.  

o CPHD -- Support CPHD work plan for examining changes in what is allowed in S-3A 
zoned properties.  Also, support CPHD work plan for completing an inventory of 
Privately Owned Public Spaces--work which was begun a couple of years ago.   

o DPR Security/Safety -- Support DPR efforts to fund enhanced review of background 
checks for employees. 

 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
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