
  
ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

November 18, 2019 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE:  PRC Comments on FY21 Budget 
 
Dear Chair Dorsey:  
 
In anticipation of the FY21 budget discussions, we wanted to forward some preliminary thoughts 
on the 2021 budget.  We will be receiving a briefing from DPR concerning the department’s 
operations and anticipate providing some more ideas as the budge process proceeds.   
 
In line with previous Board objectives stated with the current CIP, and understanding pressures 
on the budget, we continue to support the principle of maintaining states of good repair in all of 
our park facilities. The commission believes that the county’s focus should be on ensuring that 
facilities have efficient and effective operations and maintenance, both ongoing and 
preventive. Similarly, we support additional funding for staff, contract work and leveraging of 
volunteers to maintain and enhance invasive species removal and protection for trees and our 
natural resource spaces. In addition, and particularly for this coming year, this would obviously 
include a focus on the repair and maintenance of parks and facilities damaged by the July 8 
storm, and programs that would enhance community-wide maintenance of trees that are affected 
by drought or other adverse conditions. All of these are co-equal county assets that, we believe, 
must be viewed as priority investments for both financial and public benefit reasons. 
 
In line with the above line of reasoning, the commission strongly supports continued discussions 
of the use of the Field Fund to be used for maintenance, as opposed to exclusively upgrades or 
addition of field amenities. We understand that maintenance was an originally intended use of 
the Field Fund. We would also support discussion of adjustments to Field Fund fees which 
would vary according to participants’ intensity of use of playing fields.   
 
With respect to related work by other county departments, we support resources for funding 
CPHD’s (and DPR’s) evaluation of changes to zoning for S3A properties.  Also we support the 
CPHD work plan item for completing an inventory of Privately Owned Public Spaces—work 
which was begun and then halted a couple of years ago.   
   
Finally, as we have stated in previous letters we continue to encourage DPR to work to maintain 
a balance between recreational facilities/fields and casual use park spaces and amenities, with a 
particular additional focus on maintaining equitable access for all Arlington residents.   



 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Claude Williamson, Director, CPHD 

Paul Holland, Fiscal Affairs Advisory Committee 
 


