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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

November 25, 2019 
 
Honorable Christian Dorsey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE: Metropolitan Park Project 
 
Dear Chairman Dorsey: 
 
Park and Recreation Commission members have participated in SPRC meetings for the 
Metropolitan Park 6/7/8 project.  We also received a briefing on the project and its open space 
features at our November 19 commission meeting.  We would like to offer the following 
thoughts.   
 
The commission appreciates the applicant’s proposed focus on the outdoor features of this site, 
which should enhance the residential and commercial experience in this part of Arlington.  The 
proposed additional square footage of the park extension and the public plazas are welcome 
additions.  The commission looks forward to participating in the county-run engagement process 
for the design of these spaces.  We expect that the principles and concepts provided by the 
Metropolitan Park Design Guidelines, the Public Spaces Master Plan, and the previous 
Metropolitan Park public engagement design process will be applied to the planning process. 
 
The proposed concept for an alternative, pedestrian-friendly 14th Street will add to the flexibility 
of use in conjunction with the larger open spaces being planned.  One critique of the current park 
is its invisibility as viewed from other streets.  We urge that final design of the street where it 
proceeds from Eads Street will create a visible, welcoming view to the park.  We would also 
hope that the design for the part of Elm Street that is adjacent to the park have features that 
complement the pedestrian-friendly features of 14th Street.   
 
The plans for applying green roof plazas with biophilic features to the private parts of the 
building are welcomed by the commission, as are the plans for internal dog runs, and bird-
friendly lower floor designs.  We also welcome the plans for the Eads Street streetscape, which 
hopefully will provide park-like features and a successful pedestrian (and bicycle) activated retail 
environment.    
 
Finally, for various recent development projects PRC members have expressed concern about the 
status and permanence of agreed-upon public space easements for privately-owned open spaces. 
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In addition to tight site plan conditions that will effectively treat these spaces as public parks, we 
expect that there will be signage installed that directs the public to these parks.  This will be 
particularly important for open spaces that are mostly surrounded by tall buildings.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Claude Williamson, Director, CPHD 
 Members, Planning Commission  
  
 


