
Arlington County Historic Preservation Program                                               HALRB Meeting – November 20, 2019 

Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board 
Arlington County, Virginia 

 

HALRB Case 18-03I (HPCA19-00022) 

 

 
A request by Thomas and Christina Gelson, owners of 2314 North Kenmore Street, to amend the surface of the 

walkway and drive, previously reviewed as part of CoA 18-03H.  
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HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 

 

To:  HALRB 

From:   Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

Date:   November 14, 2019 

Subject:  2314 North Kenmore Street, CoA 18-03I, Maywood Historic District 

Background Information 

This property is a Colonial Revival-inspired dwelling constructed ca. 1910. The Maywood National 

Register Nomination describes the house as follows: 

The wood frame dwelling sits on a solid stuccoed foundation and is capped by a front-

gabled roof with asphalt shingles. The dwelling, clad in asbestos shingles, measures four 

bays in width and features a two-bay porch on square posts, overhanging eaves, and six-

over-one wood-sash windows. Other details include molded wood surrounds, an exterior-

end brick chimney, and a molded wood cornice with gable-returns. The house is said to 

incorporate a circa 1908 house that was severely damaged by fire. 

The house originally matched the design of the adjacent house at 2318 North Kenmore Street. Additions 

to the subject house consisted of extending the building one bay to the north, adding a second story, 

extending the roof over the one-bay front porch addition, and connecting the demolished garage to the 

house. 

The dwelling is listed as a contributing resource to the Maywood National Register Historic District. 

However, in April 2018, the HALRB agreed with the Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff’s 

assessment that the house should be treated as a non-contributing resource due to the extensive changes to 

the dwelling and its lack of integrity of materials, design, workmanship, and feeling.     

The HALRB has approved the following Certificates of Appropriateness (CoAs) for the dwelling: 

1. CoA 18-03 for the demolition of the rear deck (April 2018);  

2. CoA 18-03A for the demolition of the front porch, removal of the asbestos siding and installation 

of cementitious fiberboard siding, relocation of windows, replacement of roof and windows, 

construction of a full-width front porch, addition of a shed dormer, and a rear one-story with full 

basement addition and rear deck (June 2018);  

3. CoA 18-03B for amendments to the approved CoA including but not limited to the location/type 

of certain doors and windows, alteration of the design of the addition, and installation of a rear 

patio (September 2018);  

4. CoA 18-03C for amendments to the approved CoA for the reorientation of the stair from the rear 

deck to the patio, changing of the patio dimensions, extension of the existing asphalt driveway, 

and construction of an outdoor fireplace (October 2018);  

5. CoA 18-03D for retroactive approval of a retaining wall. The approved CoA required the owner 

to tie the masonry of the new retaining wall into the extant wall, to add weep holes, to parge, 

paint and cap the wall, and to add a safety fence (December 2018);  
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6. CoA 18-03E for a landscape plan for the front yard of the property, which included the removal 

of two mature Norway Maples, as well as the removal of an asphalt parking pad in front of the 

dwelling (March 2019);  

7. CoA 18-03F to approve updated elevations and window details that show the proposed changes to 

HALRB-approved plans, including a modified chimney stack, removal of shutters, removal of 

railings from the front porch, modified porch height, change to the dormer location, and window 

subsills without mitered returns (March 2019);  

8. CoA 18-03G to: 1) modify the front door and front path, approved under CoA 18-03F and CoA 

18-03E respectively; 2) change the material of the driveway from asphalt to concrete; and 3) 

review the specifications of the retaining wall provisionally approved under CoA 18-03F (May 

2019); and 

9. CoA 18-03H to: 1) approve various roof penetrations and vents along the side elevation; and 2) 

change the material of the front walk and driveway to exposed aggregate concrete (July 2019). 

Proposal 

The subject application is a request to change the finish of the front walk and driveway from exposed 

aggregate concrete to a smooth-finish concrete. This design detail previously was reviewed and approved 

under CoA 18-03H. The application also calls for the addition of three (3) granite stepping stones 

between the front walk and driveway. 

DRC Review 

At its November 6, 2019, meeting, the Design Review Committee (DRC) reviewed the proposed 

amendment to CoA 18-03. The committee recommended that the applicants submit a photograph of the 

granite stepping stones as part of the application package. Provided receipt of this additional 

information, the DRC recommended that this application be placed on the consent agenda for the 

November 20, 2019, HALRB hearing.  
 

Recommendation 

The Historic Preservation Program staff recommends approval of the application. The proposed changes 

to the approved site elements are compatible with the architectural context of the historic district and meet 

the intent of Chapter 7: Site Elements of the Maywood Design Guidelines. 



Updated 3/01/2019 

HALRB/Design Review Committee Report Meeting Date: November 6, 2019 
 
For DRC: Robert Dudka, Charles Craig, Andrew Wenchel  

   
For Arlington County: Angelina Jones, Serena Bolliger, Cynthia Liccese-Torres 
 
 

 
Case #  CoA 18-03I Agenda Item #   2            
  
 
Applicant(s): Thomas and Christina Gelson 
For Applicants: Patrick Murphy 
 
 
Design Recommendations: 
 

1. Include photos of granite step stones. 

 

 
 
Findings: 
 

               Return to next DRC meeting  
 
     X        Send to HALRB  
 

 
If sent to HALRB, recommended action is: 

 
    X     Place on consent agenda 
 
_____  Place on discussion agenda: 

 

_____  Recommend approval of CoA, with DRC design recommendations and/or 

additional information provided 
 
_____  Recommend deferral of ruling on CoA (explanation): 
 
_____  Recommend denial of CoA (explanation):  
 
_____  No recommendation.  


