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November 20, 2019 

 

Hon. Christian Dorsey, Chair  

Arlington County Board 

2100 Clarendon Blvd. Ste 300 

Arlington, VA 22201 

   Re: 2019 Close-out Funding & FY2021 Budget Guidance 

Dear Mr. Dorsey, 

 

The Tenant-Landlord Commission at its November 13, 2019, monthly meeting voted to 
endorse the Alliance for Housing Solution’s 2019 Close-out Funding & FY2021 
Budget Guidance letter to the County Board.  

The TLC fully supports the following recommendations for 2019 close-out funding: 

• Create a contingency fund for Housing Grants of up to $1 million in the current 
fiscal year to account for increasing rent pressures and housing needs. 

• Increase Emergency Stabilization funding by $500,000 for the current fiscal 
year with an expansion of program guidelines to allow up to three months of 
emergency assistance for each household, creating a more realistic “runway” for 
residents to resolve delinquencies and develop a near-term financial plan to 
recover from the crisis. 

• Allocate $10-14 million to a Quick-Strike Land Acquisition Account to be used 
to purchase properties suitable for affordable housing development when (or 
before) they come on the market. 

The TLC further supports the following recommendations to be communicated to the 
County Manager for preparation of the FY2021 budget: 

• Increase the total Affordable Housing Investment Fund (AHIF) allocation to 
$25 million. 
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• Consistent with the Shared Prosperity Initiative of the Arlington Community 
Foundation, we support a greater focus on 30% AMI households within the 
County’s allocations of AHIF, Housing Grants, Emergency Assistance and 
other targeted programs. 

• Increase allocations to the Housing Grants program and update the eligibility 
guidelines to account for extremely low-income households that do not meet the 
program’s current categorical requirements. 

The Commission vote on the recommendation was six votes in favor and two 
abstentions. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

 

 

 Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Kellen MacBeth 

Chair, Tenant-Landlord Commission 

 

cc. Rolda Nedd, Staff Liaison  

 


