
Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission Meeting 

Meeting Notes – October 9, 2019 

Commissioners present: Kellen MacBeth (Chair), Kirit Mookerjee, Bismah Ahmed, Christopher 

Bruno, Kristin Clegg, David Timm. 

Commissioners absent: Zachary Butler, Matthew Whitfield. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 by Chair MacBeth.  

Public Comment: 

Tenants from the Serrano apartments Janeth Valenzuela, Mercedes Juarez, Lizbeth and Ingrid 

came to raise their concerns regarding the new utility bills, fees, lack of maintenance and failure 

to communicate to tenants in their language. The tenants using an interpreter indicated that 

they have started to receive utility bills separate from the rent and their leases indicate that all 

utilities were included. They wanted input from the Commission to help them because they 

consider the separate billing to be illegal and they are afraid of complaining to management 

because of fear of reprisals.   

Chair MacBeth responded that he was made aware of the situation and has been in 

communication with AHC, also Commissioner Mookerjee indicated that everything should be 

addressed with AHC. The tenants also made the Commission aware that they have contacted 

the County Board and are arranging a tenant meeting with members of the Board, they are 

asking the Commission for support and for help with arranging for interpreters. Bu-gata is 

assisting them with arranging the meeting and will attend the meeting on October 24th 

Commissioner Clegg recommended that tenants review their leases to see if the new charges 

were included, she did not see anything relevant to utility billing in the lease that was 

presented. Tenants also indicated that upon, renewal of their leases they are expected to sign 

without having an explanation or having the benefit of a translator. 

Minutes approval – there were corrections indicating the misspelling of Commissioner Clegg’s 

name; reversal of Commissioner Ahmed’s name; and the recommendation that absent 

Commissioners be listed separately and the change from Commission to Commissioner when 

referring to a member of the Commission. Commissioner Clegg made a motion to approve, 

which was seconded by Commissioner Ahmed. 

Knightsbridge Relocation Plan – Kamilah McAfee, Gabriela Montufar, and Escarleth Torres 

from Wesley Housing attended to give a brief overview of the plan and answer any questions 

the Commission might have regarding the plan. Commissioner Mookerjee inquired about the 

availability of temporary units during relocation, Ms. McAfee indicated that is being 

determined, but it was too early in the process to have anything concrete. Commissioner Timm 

made a motion to approve, which was seconded by Commissioner Clegg and the motion was 

approved unanimously by the Commission.  



Housing Arlington (Update) – Richard Tucker, Principal Planner, CDPD addressed the 

Commission on Housing Arlington. He gave an overview of the County plans and what is being 

done overall to prepare for the future and the expected increase in population and resulting 

need for future housing. The County has started with 6 initiatives under one umbrella that will 

cover housing needs; some are already in underway and others are being studied as part of the 

General Housing Master Plan. These initiatives and plans will be developed in consultation with 

all organizations and County residents. Commissioners questioned the benefit to renters. 

Richard responded that with recommended zoning changes this could lead to an increase in the 

number of affordable housing units and resulting improvement in condition for renters; an 

emphasis on redevelopment would maintain affordability. 

Arlington Counts Census – Elizabeth Hardy, Demographer, CPHD presented information on the  

upcoming census and actions being taken to support the effort. The census is very important to 

the county because it determines what funds will be allocated to the county for the next ten 

years. There will be options for ways to respond - the first being electronically, then mailings 

and finally by visits. There is a push to get as many partners as possible to increase the 

collection of data. There is also a concern about responses to surveys because people might be 

afraid of reprisals due to status. The Commission has agreed to become a partner and will 

extend the invitation to other organizations to do the same. 

Reports/Update –   Chair MacBeth, reported on the work of the Eviction Reduction 

Subcommittee, where they heard presentations from Wesley and APAH regarding their eviction 

prevention programs. Work continues with DHS and the Courts on the proposals.  

Housing Discrimination Subcommittee they are talking about the Arlington County 

Administrative plan for the housing voucher and found the criteria is punitive to people with 

criminal history, but DHS may not implement it to the letter and use other considerations, but 

that the county should change their policies and not use the federal ones. There is an interest 

to create a community event at the end of the year and collect data in order to recommend 

feasibly solutions. 

Chair’s report –  Chair MacBeth, was impressed with the joint meeting of the Arlington County 

Board and Alexandria City Council and asked whether members of the TLC were interested in a 

similar meeting with the Alexandria City Landlord-Tenant Relations Board. He will plan a 

meeting for the beginning of next year. 

Staff report – Staff announced the Live in Arlington Fair and invited the Commission to have a 

representative at the Housing Division’s table. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm.  


