
URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION 

2700 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22206 
TEL 703-228-6525   FAX 703-228-6507     www.arlingtonva.us  

November 4, 2019 
 
The Honorable Christian Dorsey, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA  22201 
 
Subject: Recommendation for rewording permit conditions 
 
Dear Mr. Dorsey: 
 
On September 26, 2019, the Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) received an update from Jeffrey 
Chambers (Director of Design and Construction, APS) regarding APS building projects.  After Mr. 
Chambers’ update, we identified an opportunity to improve APS’s procedures for new tree planting. 
Specifically, the current APS Use Permit Conditions requires that all trees and landscaping be 
completed before the Final Certificate of Occupancy is granted. Distressingly, this can result in trees 
being planted in conditions unfavorable to the trees’ survival; this was the case for Alice Fleet 
Elementary School’s opening in September which meant planting had to take place during the 
summer’s heat wave and drought. 
 
Our urban environment is tough on newly planted young trees--which require frequent watering and 
which lose water through their leaves during excessive heat.  The best planting time for young tree 
survival is based on environmental conditions and in our area occurs during the cooler months.  
However, since the permit process requires tree planting at a set time (irrespective of the chances of 
survival for the new trees), this can result in greater tree mortality and costly replacement of trees.   
 
The UFC recommends that the Department of Community Planning, Housing and Development 
(CPHD) be requested to review this problem. We believe rewording the Use Permit Conditions so that 
trees and shrubs must not be planted during certain months of the year and that, instead, they be 
planted during the first appropriate planting season (October-April) after the Final Certificate of 
Occupancy is issued, will ensure a greater tree survival rate.  The changing climate is a concern to all 
of us.  We believe that decisions based on current environmental conditions rather than how it has 
always been done will help our tree canopy survive and thrive. Thank you for your attention to this 
important matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Phil Klingelhofer, Chair 
Urban Forestry Commission 
 
CC: County Board 
 School Board 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/

