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Public Engagement and Work Sessions 

• After public meetings on 7/17/19 and 8/15/19, the Behavioral Health Docket (BHD) Committee made 

significant changes to the BHD process and application.  

• Feedback from community members and key stakeholders collected at the public hearings and 

submitted electronically was thoughtfully considered. 

• The Sheriff, General District Court Chief Judge, and docket clinical staff consulted with and, in some 

cases, visited other communities to include Fairfax, Prince William County, Loudoun, Newport News, 

and Hampton to gather additional information around their docket programs (i.e., staffing patterns, 

legal and clinical processes). 

• All BHD application signatories and/or their designees met for four two-hour work sessions held on 

9/5/19, 10/18/19, 10/24/19 and 11/4/19 to discuss and revise the application.  

• The Committee spent substantial time developing a reasonable matrix of incentives and sanctions for 
participants in the BHD based on an objective system to include group discussion among the BHD team. 

• After a thoughtful and extremely comprehensive process, which included numerous edits and revisions, 

a substantially different application was developed. 

Pre-Plea Option Added 

• The BHD signatories decided to add a pre-plea track to the application.  

• A pre-plea option complements existing pre-plea programming – e.g., Magistrate Post Booking Project, 

Bond Diversion Program and Court-Based Services.  

• A pre-plea option includes a greater role for Pretrial Services, which the Sheriff agreed to incorporate 

into her existing program. 

Eligibility Changes 

• Eligibility criteria was broadened to include individuals with developmental disabilities on a case by 

case basis, as well as individuals with felonies on a case by case basis.  

• NOTE: Persons eligible for the BHD must have capacity to agree to commit to the docket requirements 

and must be able to benefit from treatment. 

Future Modifications 

• Once a Behavioral Health Docket is approved by the Office of the Executive Secretary (OES), it is 

implicit that modifications may happen, incrementally over time, as the docket develops. OES requires 

specific data and outcome measures to be sent to their office as part of an evaluative process and to 

determine if or when changes may be made.  

Informational Public Meeting 

• The public is invited to attend an informational public meeting Monday, November 18 from 6-8 

p.m. at the Department of Human Services (2100 Washington Blvd., Arlington VA 22204, Lower Level 

Auditorium) for a presentation on the revised Behavioral Health Docket application in advance of its 

submission to the Office of the Executive Secretary. 


