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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at 7:00 PM 

Ellen M. Bozman Government Center, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Azalea Conference Room on the Lobby Level 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

• Commission consideration of November 19, 2019 minutes 
 
 
Public Comment (7:05-7:15) 
* Park and Recreation Commission public comment is open to all with a 3-minute limit per person.  
 
 
Staff Update on Land Property Exchange with Arlington Public Schools (APS) and Right-of-
Way Adjustments for Greenbrier/Yorktown High School and Chestnut Hills [Lisa Grandle, DPR 
and Betsy Herbst, DES-Real Estate Bureau] (7:15-7:35) 
 
 
Information Item on Potential Park Renaming(s) [Diane Probus, DPR] (7:35-7:55) 

1. Shirlington Park to Green Valley Park 
2. Nauck Town Square to John Robinson Town Square 

 
 
Tentative Dates for 2020 Park and Recreation Commission Meetings [Marco Rivero, DPR] 
(7:55-8:00) 
 

• Meetings to emanate from 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Cherry/Dogwood Rooms (Lobby 
Level), unless otherwise specified.  Meetings to begin at 7 p.m. 

 
 
PRC Chair’s List of PRC Assignments to Projects and Initial Discussion of the 2020 Plan of 
Action for the Parks and Recreation Commission [Bill Ross, Chair] (8:00-8:25) 
 
 
Staff Report (8:25-8:30) 
 
 
  



      2 

Commission Member Reports (8:30-8:45) 
• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 

• On Tuesday, December 10, the County Board held a work session on the 26/OD 
Task Force Final Report, which had been delivered to the board in April. Noah 
Simon, task force chair, provided a comprehensive presentation on the process, 
site characteristics, alternative design options, task force deliberations, 
recommendations and additional concerns and out-of-charge recommendations 
and concerns. Board members asked questions and will consider future steps in 
the new year. 
 

• 55+ (Dean Foster) 
• The 55+ sports and fitness committee reviewed and accepted the new DPR 

Inclement weather delay and closing policy updated November 1, 2019 for fitness 
classes and activities. In 2020, the 55+ Guide will change from being a bimonthly 
publication to a quarterly schedule. The class registrations and length of class 
sessions will likewise change to quarterly. This will allow for more advance 
planning for the Guide and classes as offerings have greatly increased. In 
addition to the many festive senior activities available for the holidays, the 55+ 
group will ring in (early) the New Year with a NYE party on December 31 at Celtic 
House on Columbia Pike. 
 

• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 
• No Issues in this reporting period.  Phase 1 construction on will begin 2nd quarter 

of 2020. This is work on the Foreign Service Institute / Fire pit side of the park.   
 

• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award (Julie Mullen/Neal Hunter) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• Crystal City Citizen Review Council (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Four Mile Run Joint Task Force (David Howell) 

• No Updates 
 

• Four Mile Run Valley Arts and Industry District Advisory Committee (Leo Sarli) 
• Dec. 09,  2019 A County Manager task group assigned to provide feedback for 

the 4MRV Arts & Industry Sector. The first meeting focused on establishing 
metrics and criteria for assessing the different options, yet to be presented. 

 
• Gulf Branch Stream Restoration (Colt Gregory/Duke Banks) 

• No issues in this reporting period 
• Future Schedule: Concept Design meeting proposed for Spring of 2020, Final 

Design 2021, followed by procurement and construction 2022-2024. 
 

• Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 Update (Colt Gregory) 



      3 

• Key update points:  On November 16 the County Board approved the construction 
contract for the project.   

• Finalized plans: Pedestrian bridge will parallel Shirlington Road creating park 
access crossing 4MR from S. Arlington Mill Road; Playground will be located on 
27th side of Park;  

• Schedule: Construction proposed to begin 1st Qtr. 2020. 
 

• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 
• As JFAC continues in advance planning for producing a Joint Facilities Master 

Plan, it will be important for PRC to engage in these planning  and associated 
public engagement processes, to make sure that this Plan is coordinated with the 
principles and priorities of the PSMP.   
 

• Long Bridge Park Advisory Committee (Bill Ross) 
• On 12/10 this group was shown a proposed fee schedule for the new aquatics 

center, which will be evaluated by the County Board this Spring.  We also 
received an update on construction progress from Erik Beech of DPR.  Finally, 
there was a discussion by the project architect who was seeking feedback on a 
series of updated and new wayfinding and education signs for Long Bridge Park.   
 

• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Howell/Mullen) 
• From Commissioner Gregory: 

- Provided presentation from Sarah Archer on progress of invasive 
management plan.  The County tracks the infestation level in each of our 7 
natural resource conservation areas.  A new invasive plant (Bush Killer) was 
discovered at Alcova Heights park. 

- The Integrated Natural Resource and Urban Forest Master Plan is the 
vendor selection review process.  May be a kickoff in February.  Plan 
development is estimated to be an 18-month process. 

- Arlington County staff is developing a resolution for County Board 
consideration on Biophilic Cities project. 
 

• From Commissioner Howell: 
- The December NRJAG included a presentation by Sarah Archer, of DPR’s 

Natural Resources Unit, on Arlington’s invasive species 
mitigation/eradication programs, activities, and results. Sarah has been the 
key staff person on these programs for several years. December 6 was her 
last day with the county, and NRJAG recognized her for her service at the 
meeting. David Farner provided a staff update on the Integrated Natural 
Resources and Urban Forestry Master Plan. The support contract is in the 
procurement process and is expected to be in place for a February start. 

 
• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Angelo Collins) 
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• Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) (Neal Hunter) 
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen)   

• No Updates 
 

• Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) Advisory Committee (Bill Ross/Sergio Enriquez) 
• On 12/9 we received a presentation from Peter Lusk of DPR on a process for 

evaluating availability of playing fields.  This would be the first step in moving 
toward an improved model for evaluating and measuring field allocation and 
field utilization.  On 12/17, the County Board is scheduled to make a 
proclamation declaring that Arlington is joining the Biophilic Cities Network.  
Follow-up steps for beginning to implement biophilic will be planned for 2020.  
DPR is also in the process of hiring a consultant to help guide the planning for 
updating of the Natural Resources and Urban Forestry Master Plans.  Finally, DPR 
is preparing to work with CPHD in updating for zoning that affects the planning 
and development of County parks.   
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) (Sergio Enriquez) 
• The Arlington Career Center (ACC) BLPC and PFRC met last on December 3rd. 

During that meeting, the groups discussed initial design concept development of 
the new school (see https://www.apsva.us/wp-
content/uploads/2019/12/191203-BLPCPFRC-Meeting_6_Final.pdf for the 
presentation slides).  To start the December 3rd meeting, the groups recapped 
the bus and car pick-up/drop-off elements to the project. This recap led into 
discussions about potential parking options for the school. There were three 
options offered: 
 
1. No structured parking and accessible parking spaces only provided onsite 
2. A one-level 225 to 250 space, below-grade parking structure 
3. A two-level 450 to 500 space, below-grade parking structure 
* Other parking solutions can also be considered as they may emerge during 

Concept Design* 
 
The groups will continue to work on concept designs in the upcoming meeting on 
Wednesday December 18th. For more information about the project, please visit 
the Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) - Advisory Groups & Commissions.  

 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

• 1900 S. Eads St. – Crystal Houses (Bill Ross) 
- PRC spoke before the Planning Commission on behalf of the Corner Park 

(Fern Street) and a linear park on Eads street side of the Crystal Houses 
property.  PRC supported park designs that encouraged public visibility and 
use of this privately-owned space. Support included public signage and 
inviting entrances. Encouraged retention of large trees.  Recommended the 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.apsva.us%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F12%2F191203-BLPCPFRC-Meeting_6_Final.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca573eb9b6b8140fc24dc08d7823e94d2%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C637121077619347771&sdata=dASbO3tlCLZrCbXf8llPy0RMPFmDFZ6fKeB7d8qLG7U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.apsva.us%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F12%2F191203-BLPCPFRC-Meeting_6_Final.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca573eb9b6b8140fc24dc08d7823e94d2%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C637121077619347771&sdata=dASbO3tlCLZrCbXf8llPy0RMPFmDFZ6fKeB7d8qLG7U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommissions.arlingtonva.us%2Fplanning-commission%2Fpublic-facilities-review-committee-pfrc%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca573eb9b6b8140fc24dc08d7823e94d2%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C637121077619357764&sdata=LK9TZp79vSBaiq%2B0gxK5gjnI%2Fddt0Ntqwk0fsBivdEI%3D&reserved=0
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types of trees in the proposed urban orchard be reviewed and approved by 
staff. 

- On 12/14 the County Board approved the site plan which calls for the 
development of two urban parks in this super block.  The major open space 
issues discussed at the final meeting involved the amount of surface 
parking to remain (and the implications for open space, urban design and 
access for park users, and the proposed fruit orchard for the corner park, 
where rodent issues arose from the neighbors.  A site condition to review 
the appropriate types of fruit trees and ensure maintenance at the orchard, 
was agreed to.   
 

• Artis Senior Living (David Howell) 
- The first SPRC for a new development, Artis Senior Living, 2134 North Taylor 

St—facing Lee Highway—was held on December 12. This is consolidation of 
9 parcels to create a 175 unit assisted living facility, with 80 memory care 
units, by Artis Senior Living. The private company has several other local 
senior care facilities in the region. While the site has a small number of 
black walnut trees, most if not all will not be retained because of their 
location on the site, and much of the site has significant invasive plants and 
low-value trees. Discussion included a range of topics on the standard SPRC 
agenda, but focused particularly on energy savings initiatives, impacts on 
surrounding properties (visual and stormwater) and the open space 
planning. Artis and development team members had already consulted 
extensively with neighborhood associations and were receptive to 
suggestions and concerns offered by SPRC participants.  The next SPRC is on 
January 6. 
 

• Key Bridge Marriott (Leo Sarli)  
- (From Commissioner Sarli) The path/connection along the north side of the 

site remains and functions as a fire lane. There remains concern about the 
impact on the ravine/RPA due to construction, shade, etc. The next meeting 
is December 16, will provide an update on the Dec 17th PRC. 
 

- (From PRC Chair Ross) The SPRC process continues.  Some proposed PRC 
priorities for this site may include: 

• Improved pedestrian connections through and around the site--
notably on the river side of the site.   

• Support of connections and walkability in this part of Rosslyn and 
support designs that enhance opportunities for better connections 
to the river.   

• Support protection and improvement of the RPA area on the 
National Park Service property. We have concerns about the 
impact of building a large residence so close to the property 
boundaries and on the RPA.  Care and improvement of this 
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heretofore ignored natural area will greatly enhance the 
experience of the residents of this property.   

• Given the large square footage of built up and impermeable space 
being proposed for this site and the proximity of the river, it is 
important that biophilic design concepts be incorporated into the 
building and landscape architectural designs. 

• Supporting the concept of proposals for a dog walk area at the 
site.   

• Acknowledging the by-right status of this project, we want to 
stress the importance of Gateway park as a great recreational 
benefit to residents at the new residential/hotel complexes.  It also 
will provide a key pedestrian connection between the site area 
and the rest of Rosslyn.  We would hope that the applicant 
consider assistance for the planning and development of the park.     

 
• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Metropolitan Park 6, 7, 8 – National Landing (Shruti Kuppa/Bill Ross) 

- On 12/14 the County Board approved the site plan which calls for extensive 
expansion of the current park.  A public planning process, directed by DPR 
will guide the design of the expanded park and the private plaza open 
spaces.  The designs for the new building towers call for several biophilic 
design amenities.   
 

• Block J/K Crystal City (Colt Gregory/Bill Ross) 
- Upcoming meeting Dec 19 on 1) connections and stairs (grand staircase) to 

Center Park and 2) trees/landscaping. 
 

• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 
• No Updates 

 
• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 

• The ASC met November 25, 2019.  After introducing new members, the ASC 
discussed allowing Arlington Travel Baseball’s request to extend its affiliation to 
include U13 and U14 travel teams.  ATB made the same request a year ago which 
DPR rejected because another program has a program covering the same age 
groups.  However, in the last year ATB has rented field space from DPR for teams 
consisting of nearly all Arlington residents.  Although some concerns were 
expressed regarding diluting competitive baseball teams at those age groups, the 
sense of the ASC seemed to be supportive of ATB’s request because it is clearly 
serving the community.  DPR provided a brief on current status of the Field Fund.  
The Field Fund collects fees from the affiliated field users which are then 
allocated to rectangular or diamond field affiliates to pay for field amenities.  
Recently, the baseball users used field funds, along with private donations and 
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schedule capital maintenance funds, to turf a diamond field at Gunston.  The TJ 
upper field will be turfed with funds collected from the rectangular field users.  
The ASC and DPR are discussing the future of the Field Fund.  In general, the 
discussion appears to be whether to maintain the current status versus using the 
funds to recompense the County for flied maintenance.  If there is a change, the 
affiliates would want the funds to be additive to current maintenance funds and 
not merely absorbed into current budgeting.  DPR presented a new fields 
calendar website providing the community more timely and accurate information 
on field use and users.  The ASC also discussed the schedule for the updating 
project for Jennie Dean park. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• Two significant new topics were on the November UFC agenda. One was the 

problem of mountain biking in Arlington’s parks, a fairly recent practice that is 
very destructive to natural resources and counterproductive of the many county 
and volunteer efforts to protect and conserve those vulnerable spaces. The 
commission wrote a comprehensive letter to the board, issued last week. The 
other item was the product of extensive research and analysis by UFC members, 
particularly John Carey, to create a package of legislative proposals to protect 
Arlington’s tree canopy. This was also communicated to the board in a letter in 
early December. Both letters are available on the UFC web page. They are both 
recommended reading for PRC members. 
 

• Village at Shirlington Special Land Use Study (Dean Foster) 
• The LRPC committee studying the Village at Shirlington  GLUP met on December 

11 at the Shirlington library to review the parking utilization study. The parking 
study indicates that off street parking in the available parking garages is 
adequate but better utilization could be achieved with more obvious signage and 
direction to the garages and perhaps digital signage indicating how many spaces 
are available as suggested by the Shirlington Civic Association.  

• The LRPC also reviewed and discussed the community forum and online survey 
results from the community meeting held on November 20 at the WETA building. 
Of the 300 on line respondents and attendees, the top five functional/aesthetic 
considerations for preservation in the Village were: pedestrian walkability, 
outdoor dining, tree lined streets, access to parking garages and variety of 
shopping and retail experience. The full presentation of the results by county staff 
is available at the LRPC  website, meeting December 11, 2019. 64% of the 
respondents also thought limited height and density up to 2.5 FAR would be 
acceptable if the Village small town feel and characteristics were preserved. 

• The Green Valley Civic Association suggested the openness and flow of adjoining 
Arlington Mill Drive be considered and attention be paid to infrastructure. The 
association will be also be submitting requests for renaming the Shirlington Park 
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which is on the northern side of the Arlington Mill Drive and does not adjoin the 
Village. 
 

• Vision Zero External Stakeholder Group (Angelo Collins) 
 
 
Other Business (8:45-8:50) 
 

• Letters to the County Board 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 21, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
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2020 PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETINGS 
***TENTATIVE DATES*** 

 
All meetings to be held at 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Cherry/Dogwood (Lobby Level) 

beginning at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise specified). 
 

PRC Meeting Date County Holidays 
 

Tuesday, January 21, 2020 Wednesday, January 1, 2020 –  
New Year’s Day 

 
Monday, January 20, 2020 –  

Martin Luther King Day 
 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020* Monday, February 17, 2020 –  
Presidents Day 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
 

 

Tuesday, April 28, 2020** 
 

 

Tuesday, May 26, 2020** Monday, May 25, 2020 –  
Memorial Day 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 
 

 

Tuesday, July 28, 2020 Saturday, July 4, 2020 –  
Independence Day 

(County Holiday likely Friday, July 3, 2020) 
Tuesday, August 18, 2020 or  

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 
(potential field trip day off site) 

 

 

Tuesday, September 22, 2020*** Monday, September 7, 2020 –  
Labor Day 

Tuesday, October 27, 2020*** 
 

 

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 Wednesday, November 11, 2020 –  
Veterans Day (County Holiday date) 

 
Thursday, November 26, 2020 and  

Friday, November 27, 2020 –  
Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
Tuesday, December 22, 2020 Friday, December 25, 2020 –  

Christmas Day 
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*Possible Joint Park and Recreation Commission and Sports Commission meeting; at an off-site 
location TBD. 
**Meeting to be held at 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Room 311 (3rd Floor). 
***Meeting to be held at 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Azalea Room (Lobby Level). 


