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Meeting Summary 

Attendance 

Phil Klingelhofer, Chair 

John Carey 

Kit Norland 

Caroline Haynes 

Nora Palmatier 

David Howell 

Kate Donohue 

Teresa Leonardo 

Evelio Rubiella 

 

County and State Staff 

Adam Lipera, DPR 

Steven Bernheisel, APS 

Guests 

Elizabeth Grossman 

Jo Allen 

Carol Lynn MacCurdy 

Bernard Berne  

 

Guests, Commissioners and Staff – Introductions and Sign-in 

 

Public Comment 

 

Elizabeth Grossman commended the Urban Forestry Commission for acknowledging the W&OD Trail 

Widening project at the County Board meeting. Ms. Grossman is also concerned that the Arlington 

County Urban Forestry unit is not taking oak decline seriously and wants the Urban Forestry 

Commission to take note and recommend the Urban Forestry unit take more action to educate the public.  

 

Jo Allen commented on mountain biking at Brandymore Castle. Ms. Allen has noticed mountain biking 

on trails is becoming more prevalent, and those bikers are causing erosion and compaction in the parks. 

Ms. Allen wants the Urban Forestry Commission to consider Madison Manor Park and Brandymore 

Castle be off limits to mountain bikers. 

 

Bernard Berne spoke on two issues, the first being W&OD Trail Widening. He questioned whether or 

not it will help biking traffic? Mr. Berne also noted that biking should be taken off METRO. Mr. 

Berne’s second issues was mountain biking should not belong in any of Arlington’s parks, specifically 

Glencarlyn Park. He noted that users can mountain bike in other areas nearby, specifically Vienna. He 

shared Ms. Allen’s sentiment that mountain biking in parks is bad for tree roots.  

 

Mountain biking in parks and natural areas – Phil Klingelhofer 

 

Chair Klingelhofer spoke about the concern and how mountain biking should not be allowed in 

Arlington County Parks, which according to the rules on the Arlington County website, should not 

permitted in the Parks. Mountain biking is taking away what little pristine environment we have in our 

Parks and the County is neglecting to enforce the rules. Discussion on the topic from Commissioners 

included:  

• Mountain bikers often cut their own paths and neglect to respect park users, leading to an unsafe 

environment. 

• Libby Garvey is an advocate of Phoenix Bikes and has been encouraging mountain biking in the 

Parks. 

• Mounds were made for jumping in Lacey Woods Park, which DPR has tried to remove/block 

off. Resistance from residents at Lacey Woods stated that bike rules are not included on park 

signage. Signs need to be posted for DPR to enforce rules when mountain bikers are caught. 

• Suggest printing cards for park stewards to hand out when they see biking violations in the parks.  



• The County Board should be notified by the Urban Forestry Commission about the recent 

interest in getting mountain bikers out of our parks. 

• Urban Forestry Commission voted to draft a letter to the County Board. All approved. 

 

Parks update – Adam Lipera 

 

Urban Forester Adam Lipera the discussion updates at the following parks: 

• Oakland: Tree locations flagged – trees will be planted by Davey first week in December. 

• Nelly Custis: Tree locations flagged – trees will be planted by Davey first week in December. 

• Bluemont (near the new stormwater infrastructure, just past the playground): Tree locations 

flagged – trees will be planted by Davey first week in December. 

• Madison Manor: Invasives have been removed from the reforestation area behind the ball field 

and reforestation plantings have been planted. 

• Benjamin Banneker: Construction started on 11/18 – tree protection and E&S controls are being 

installed this week. 

• Henry Clay: Tree protection measures and E&S controls are installed, and site clearing is 

underway. 

• Marcey Road: Still in conceptual design but urban forestry staff is working with PDD to preserve 

as many trees as possible, especially the silver maple next to the tennis courts. 

• Alcova Heights: IPC treated for invasives on the entire site as part of the five-year invasive 

control plan, which will allow for a larger and more successful reforestation planting as part of 

the overall park project. Project is still under review. 

• Upper Bluemont: Still in conceptual design, but urban forestry staff is working with PDD to 

preserve as many trees as possible, especially the mature trees around the restrooms and parking 

lot.  

 

Notable Trees – Adam Lipera 

 

The commission voted to support changes to the notable tree guidelines to: 

1. Avoid invasive species 

2. Remove special significance (Neighborhood) option 

3. Remove certificate option, but recognize on website and map 

4. Restrict nominations by size, within 5% of largest current notable tree, or, if the species is not on 

the list, greater than 30 inches for large canopy trees, and greater than 10 inches for small canopy 

trees 

5. Require unanimous consent by the UFC. 

The changes were approved by the commission. Adam Lipera will notify the Tree Stewards volunteers 

of changes and will update the website.  

 

Legislative Discussion – John Carey 

 

Overview of legislation discussion: 

• Commissioner Carey looked at different ordinances regarding allowing more tree credit for 

stormwater. He spoke with commission about this “hot topic in the legal community” and 

examples in other areas of the country. What are best ways to proceed to meet those goals? How 

do you turn this into actual action?  

• Consider storm water credit for mature trees for stormwater reduction. 

• Suggested going beyond 20% tree canopy for lots. 



• Set a goal to set a target canopy coverage for the municipality. For example, 44-45%.  

 

Discussion: 

 

• More to add to the document? How does the Urban Forestry Commission move forward?  

• This discussion is a high priority for ATAG in the upcoming months.  

• Separate some of the points and offered marketing to Arlington elected officials who could then 

market it to higher officials. Mentioned in a cover letter to state the obvious: tree preservation is 

a huge issue in Arlington County and now is the time to take action. 

• Offer college students the opportunity to work on the project: survey of all the fines for taking 

down trees and the requirements for bonding trees, then having the student compile the data into 

a model ordinance for Arlington County, to then be presented at the Urban Forestry Commission 

meeting to Commission members and Arlington County staff.  

 

A letter, to be drafted through email after the meeting, supporting the suggested legislation was 

approved unanimously 

 

October Minutes and Commission Infrastructure (Work plan, Annual report, Memberships)  

 

The minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

Commissioner reports 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (Caroline Haynes) 

 

Jason Papacosma and Vincent Verweij discussed a variety of issues related to the intersection of storm-

water management, tree canopy and soil health (among others).  Possible policy changes were discussed 

as well as possible legislative changes that might give Arlington more flexibility in designing policies to 

address issues unique to more densely populated areas. 

 

We are still waiting for the contract to be approved to bring on a consultant to begin the update of the 

Integrated Forestry and Natural Resources Management Plan. 

 

Park and Recreation Commission (David Howell) 

 

The November meeting of the Park and Recreation Commission included three primary agenda items. 

The first was a presentation on the Destination 2027 initiative and report by co-chair Abby Raphael and 

Patricia Rodgers (Northern Virginia Health Foundation). Destination 2027 is an initiative to examine 

and inform policy on the health of the resident population, particularly through understanding 

differences across the county through the lens of equity. The project originated with Dr. Rubin 

Varghese, Arlington’s Director of Public Health, and carried out by a diverse task force of project 

members. The second meeting topic was a presentation by Rebecca Schmitt, Budget Officer for the 

Department of Parks and Recreation, to update PRC on the current year budget and the preliminary view 

of the forthcoming budget proposal. Information and discussion included the impact of recent storm 

damage. The final agenda item was a presentation on the Met Park 6, 7/8 development in Crystal City by 

Brian Earle of ZGF Architects. This project completed the SPRC process and will be considered for 

approval in December. PRC questions and comments focused on the open spaces afforded by the final 

design, which expands those areas over previous designs. Topics raised by members included biophilic 

design, bird-friendly windows, vegetated roof features, and the importance of landscaping in a natural 

way. The landscape plans are still in play, and the landscape architect for the project is James Corner 



Field Operations, a firm that has also designed the Hi-line in Manhattan. All three presentations are 

available on the PRC homepage in the listing of current year meetings. 

 

Planning Activities Notification 

 

Met Park 6, 7 & 8 (Caroline Haynes): The final SPRC meeting for Met Park 6, 7&8 was held on 

October 30. The site plan is scheduled to come before the Planning Commission and the County Board 

at their respective December meetings. The biggest concern for UFC is to ensure that the linear park 

along Eads Street is designed to serve as a park and not just a glorified sidewalk. The proposal for a 

second row of trees along Eads Street was rejected. There will be a separate planning process for a 

comprehensive design for Met Park, in which UFC should also plan to participate. 

 

Two letters on site plans, Crystal Houses 3, and Met Park 6/7/8 were discussed, voted upon, and 

approved unanimously. 

 

Lee Highway (Caroline Haynes) 

 

After much delay, the Existing Conditions report has finally been released. There is a meeting that 

conflicts with the November UFC meeting to discuss the report. 

 

Tree Stewards (Kate Donohue) 

 

• Training: The fall module (planting) has been completed, and training will pick up in January 

with the Pruning Module and Tree Anatomy with Jim McGlone. Due to high interest and a 

lengthy waiting list, more trainees will be added to the class. 

• Pruning: Tree Steward Hugh Robinson continues to work with APS to assess pruning and 

invasive removal needs at Arlington schools. Tree Stewards have had two work sessions at 

Jamestown Elementary to prune and remove invasive plants. 

• Invasive Removal: Ongoing RiPs are held at Brandymore Castle from 10:00 am to noon the last 

Wednesday of every month. 

• Tree Plantings: Tree Stewards planted native trees at Claremont Elementary after assisting last 

month in removing invasive species. 

• Arlington County Natural Resources: Tree Stewards regularly volunteer at the county nursery. 

• Free Tree Distribution: Volunteers distributed trees and tree care information at the Free Tree 

Distribution on October 26 and October 29. 

  

For more information on many of the above items, and others, please visit the TreeStewards website at:   

https://treestewards.org  

 

Tree Canopy Fund (Nora Palmatier) 

 

Fall planting has begun.  The spring applications are being accepted until December 20 at 

EcoactionArlington.org/freetrees. UFC members will be asked to assist with reviews in early January. 

  

To increase participation in targeted low canopy areas, 100 yard signs have been donated to EcoAction 

by two tree lovers. These yard signs are being strategically located near schools and other locations with 

high visibility.  Each sign's location is being tracked so it can be picked up after December 19 and used 

again the next time. Kate Donohue and Nora Palmatier are placing signs in Alcova and Green Valley on 

Tuesday. Signs can be on private property with owner’s permission or otherwise in the usual locations 

of political signs.   TreeStewards will be organized to place in other neighborhoods. 

https://treestewards.org/


  

If you have a site near you that needs a yard sign to encourage participation, please let me know. We are 

bringing signs to UFC meeting for distribution and welcome your help in placing and retrieving.  There 

is no area of the county that is ineligible for yard signs as all need trees -- but we do want to reuse these 

signs so need to know where it is placed. 

 

Arlington Tree Action Group (Kit Norland) 

 

No report 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable (Nora Palmatier) 

 

No report 

 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (Phil Klingelhofer) 

 

To UFC Commissioners— 

On November 14, 2019, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) held its monthly 

meeting, with one items on the agenda: 

 

Discussion / Action Item 

 

Kris Krider, Planning Supervisor, Urban Design and Research Team, gave a presentation of a number of 

innovative ideas for redesigning urban and near-urban areas for increased civic engagement, improved 

quality of life, and more contact with nature for the future. These show great promise for retaining and 

improving tree canopy and use of Biophilic principles in an increasingly urban Arlington. You can see 

the presentation here. 

 

Project Status Report.  For a current status report on all approved NC projects, click here.   

 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (Teresa Leonardo)  

 

Previously, Amazon representatives presented plans for the design of Met Park 6, 7, and 8 to E2C2. At 

the most recent (Nov 18) meeting E2C2 meeting, the commission developed a list of follow-up 

questions for Amazon, included below. 

 

Questions from the Environment and Energy Conservation Commission 

• Please describe the current plan and progress toward achieving Zero Carbon certification. 

• Is Amazon confirming that 100% of the renewable energy will be new additional solar or wind in 

Virginia? If not, can you provide more information on the location and forms of renewable 

energy under consideration? 

• Can you refer us to Amazon’s policy regarding siting of its renewable energy projects, 

particularly as it relates to reduction and mitigation of the impact on other environmental 

resources such as forests? 

• What steps could raise the Project’s energy performance from the currently estimated 23.5% 

above the ASHRAE 2010 baseline to 25% or above? For example, can the energy performance 

of the building be improved on the lower floors by reducing the high percentage of glass and 

increasing insulation? Is this under consideration? 

• Can you confirm that all heating and cooling, for both air and water, will be electric? 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F5%2F2019%2F11%2FNCAC_111419vs2.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C5949872337374738477808d76ea2d7fb%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C637099518008805942&sdata=EZlweRhBn7depfo7PQWltmjgw5w4xxxTto%2BBd%2BIBdTA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F5%2F2019%2F10%2FProject-Status-Oct-2019.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C5949872337374738477808d76ea2d7fb%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C637099518008805942&sdata=MhK0aoV4Trd1LT9GLPVH4AAgzudAJZNkjilmDUZJ0hw%3D&reserved=0


• Can Amazon’s cafeterias be made all-electric? Can restaurant tenants be selected and 

incentivized to eliminate or minimize gas usage? 

• Has the viability of battery and fuel cell-based emergency backup systems been fully explored? 

• Providing operable windows in office buildings is unusual in this climate. Is there data from 

comparable buildings on the likely impact on energy performance? 

• Can Amazon purchase renewable energy for these buildings beginning closer to the date of 

occupancy rather than by 2030? Is this under consideration? 

• Will the carbon cost of building materials be offset? 

• We appreciate the incentives Amazon will provide for commuting by mass transit. For those 

employees who drive to work, will there be incentives to use electric vehicles? Will the 

company’s own local fleet be electric? 

 

E2C2 additionally had a robust discussion regarding NOVA Parks proposed application for funds to 

support widening of two miles of the W&OD Trail. The Commission felt that the application should be 

deferred until such time as various analyses, including an Environment Assessment were completed, and 

until there was greater public discussion of the project.  An E2C2 rep attended the County Board 

meeting to make remarks to this effect.   Finally, David Howell presented to E2C2 on the progress in 

plans to join the Biophilic Cities network. 

 

Virginia Department of Forestry (Jim McGlone) 

 

No report 

 

Water and Wastewater Utility Rate Study Community Advisory Group (Nora Palmatier) 

 

No report 

 

Arlington Public Schools (Jim Meikle) 

 

No report 

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (Kirsten Ann Conrad) 

 

No report 

 

New Business 

 

• Commissioner Howell brought up DES practices about trimming trees in traffic circles. Is DES 

trimming trees? Is it DPR? Or is it neighbors going rogue?  

• Discussed the current state of the Urban Forestry unit and newly hired forester. Commissioner 

Norland wanted to know the requirements to become an Urban Forester for Arlington County. Is 

a four-year accredited Forestry degree or ISA certification required for employment, and if not, 

why? 


