
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group 

Minutes 11-4-2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm at the Long Branch Nature Center auditorium. 

 

In attendance were: David Howell, Colt Gregory (Park & Rec), Caroline Haynes, Phil 

Klingelhofer (UFC), Clare O’Dea, Shawn Norton, Teresa Leonardo (E2C2), Jason Papacosma 

(DPR), Vincent Verweij, Alonso Abugattas (PNR), and Marion Jordan (Public) 

 

Introductions made 

 

No public comment 

 

Minutes from the 10-7-2019 meeting were approved with minor corrections made by Teresa 

Leonardo.  

 

Guests: 

Jason Papacosma, Watershed Program Manager, Department of Environmental Services 

Vincent Verweij, Urban Forest Manager, Department of Parks and Recreation 

 

Background on existing policies and possible policy options on trees, flooding and 

stormwater mitigation 

 

Jason Papacosma, DES Watershed Program Manager, and Vincent Verweij, PNR Urban Forest 

Manager, both talked about various issues having to do with storm water management, soil 

remediation and trees. With increasing impervious surface, loss of trees, 376 miles of roads, and 

soil compaction, staff is exploring opportunities for policy changes, some of which may require 

changes in law at the state level, that may help address some of these issues.  

 

Members discussed a range of possible issue areas and policy recommendations for inclusion in 

the update of the Integrated Forestry and Natural Resources Management Plan.  

 

Staff Updates 

 

Alonso Abugattas provided the following updates: 

• Work on determining contractors for the Integrated Natural Resources and Forestry Plan 

continue. 

• Delays in reforestation planting due to drought conditions means that the they are behind 

the planned 2000 this fall so far, another 1000 in the spring. 

• Regular planting and propagating days are held weekly at the native plant nursery. 

 

Member Reports: 

 



Colt Gregory (Park & Rec) updated on architectural plans for Crystal Towers which has a large 

pedestrian pathway over a garage.  

 

Carline Haynes (UFC) reported on a meeting with the Crystal City BID on the Biophilic Cities 

initiative. The BID is particularly interested in finding strategies to work with property owners 

and the county to address dead and dying trees. 


