
Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission Meeting 

Draft Meeting Notes – November 13, 2019 

Commissioners present: Kellen MacBeth (Chair), Kirit Mookerjee, Bismah Ahmed, Zachary Butler, Kristin 

Clegg, Christopher Bruno, David Timm, Anne Elyse Hayes.  

Commissioners absent: Matthew Whitefield. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 by Chair, MacBeth 

Public Comment: There was no public comment.  

Minutes approval – page 2. Last sentence under Arlington Counts Census- replace with “Commission 

was considering becoming a partner.”  Housing Discrimination Subcommittee – “change their policies 

and not use the federal ones” this should be replaced with “have more dialogue to consider changes”. 

Commissioner Timm made a motion to approve which was seconded by Commissioner Bruno.  

New Business 

Housing Arlington Resolution – Chair, MacBeth provided context for the proposed resolution, including 

data from the draft 2019 Analysis of Impediments, which highlighted the disparities for certain 

populations in the County and also the Equity resolution passed by the County Board in September. 

There was much discussion among Commission members. The majority of Commissioners agreed with 

the need for transparency in the conduct of County business, there was concern whether the proposed 

resolution could possibly have a negative impact and seen as an impediment to actions already 

underway. Chair, MacBeth, made the case that he thought it important for the County to make public 

the impact of all actions, on the minority populations and that there be a record of this. Commissioner 

Klegg expressed concern that the resolution maybe seen as political and she would be supportive if it 

was backed by tenants or DHS, as representatives of tenants.  After much deliberation, there were 

changes to the language in the last paragraph of the Resolution. Commissioner Bruno motioned the vote 

which was seconded by Commissioner Timm. The vote resulted in five Commissioners in support and 

three abstaining.  

Arlington Counts Census Resolution – Chair, MacBeth briefly summarized the push by the County to 

have partners in support of the Census. Voting allows the Commission to become a partner. Motion to 

approve was made and seconded. The vote was unanimous.  

Alliance for Housing Solutions FY2019 budget close-out request -Chair, MacBeth presented the letter 

which made recommendations for the use of budget closeout funds, he asked for consideration of 

endorsement. After some discussions/comments a motion to approve was given by Commissioner Clegg 

and seconded by Commissioner Ahmed. A vote was taken and resulted in six in favor and two 

abstentions. 

Subcommittee Reports  

Housing Discrimination – Chair, MacBeth updated Commission members on the recent meeting of the 

subcommittee; he commented on the most recent Housing Matters forum which focused on Fair 

Housing (meeting notes are available on the website). He mentioned that there will be a kickoff planning 



meeting to focus on housing for formerly incarcerated individuals in which he hopes the nonprofits 

would take the lead.  The Chair of the Human Rights Commission, expressed interest in continuing 

collaboration with this subcommittee.  

Eviction Reduction – Chair, MacBeth reported that notes from the last meeting were pending. He 

updated commission members on the next steps for the General District Court proposal. Commissioner 

Whitfield had contacted Fairfax Courts for feedback on their process. Chair, MacBeth reported that 

County Board members appeared supportive of the proposal and he is awaiting feedback from Board 

member De Ferranti and staff. Commissioner Bismah renewed her request for teleconference facilities 

to be able to participate in the meetings, remotely. Staff was requested to get information about the 

policy regarding Commissioners’ participation by teleconference and their ability to vote through this 

process. Voting at the subcommittee level, is unclear.  

Chair’s Report – Chair, MacBeth reported on the October 30th   meeting held with Jennifer Endo and 

Michael Werner of AHC, Inc.  concerning utility payments at the Serrrano Apartments and other ongoing 

concerns. The issues concern lack of proper communications with residents about policy changes, and 

the apparent disconnect with policy changes made by the property management arm of the company 

and the communication of this with residents through resident services. There were suggestions to AHC, 

on how this can be done more effectively and include DHS, since many tenants are housing assistance 

recipients.  

Commissioner’s Report – Commissioner Mookerjee reported on the Serrano tenant’s meeting on 

October 24th, at which Chair of the Arlington County Board, Christian Dorsey was present. He 

commented that AHC had provided cohesive responses to the questions raised by tenants concerning 

utility and maintenance issues.  

In addition, he commented on his attendance at the retirement party for David Cristeal, Arlington 

County’s Housing Director and wished him well.   

Staff Report – Hector Mercado, informed the meeting that the Colonial Village West relocation plan has 

been completed and that residents had returned to the property.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.  

 


