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Honorable Christian Dorsey, Chairman 
Arlington County Board 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
December 3, 2019 
 
 
RE: Met Park 6, 7 & 8 Site Plan 
 
Dear Chairman Dorsey: 
 
A member of the Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) participated in the Site Plan 
Review Committee for Met Park 6, 7 & 8 and kept the commission apprised of 
developments. The UFC offers the following comments: 
 
We appreciate the collegial nature of this first SPRC for the first phase of 
Amazon’s HQ2.  As was noted in the SPRC meeting, so much of this project was 
proscribed by the phased development site plan for Met Park, so there was little 
opportunity for creativity, especially in incorporating biophilic design principles. 
Given that Amazon has identified “nature” as one of the eight key principles 
that it supports, the commission urges that future developments begin with a 
more holistic and biophilic design focus, where nature is intentionally 
incorporated into the built environment. 
 
The commission supports the creation of a "linear park" along Eads Street, but 
is disappointed that the concept of a second row of trees was rejected. The 

commission urges that this area be designed for a park-like experience so that 
it serves as more than a glorified sidewalk.  
 
The UFC supports a robust process for designing a comprehensive Met Park 
that better meets the needs of this rapidly developing area. As was noted during 
the walk through for this project, the existing park has turned into a de facto 
dog park, and participants were treated to a dog fight of off leash dogs 
while walking the site. The UFC supports inclusion of a dog exercise area in the 
building site plan to remove some of the heavy use from dogs that can 
negatively impact the growth of trees. 
 
Even though they will not be publicly accessible, the commission supports 
inclusion of heavily vegetated green roofs that include plantings of trees that 
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provide other important environmental benefits such reducing storm water run-
off, cooling of the buildings and providing outdoor space and dog runs for 
employees, thereby taking some of the pressure off the public park areas.   
 
Thank you for this opportunity to share our views. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Phil Klingelhofer 
Chair, Urban Forestry Commission 
 
 
Cc: Members, Arlington County Board 
 Members, Arlington County Planning Commission 
 Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

 


