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A request by Henry and Ann Kelly, owners of 2210 North Nelson Street, to install an electric vehicle charging station 

at the front of the property. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 

 

 

TO:  Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) 

  

FROM: Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

 

DATE:  January 15, 2020 

 

SUBJECT: 2210 North Nelson Street, 20-03, Maywood Neighborhood Historic District  

 

Background Information 

 

The dwelling at 2210 North Nelson Street in the Maywood Local Historic District was constructed before 

1915 and is listed as a contributing resource to the Maywood National Register Historic District. The 

Maywood National Register Nomination states: 

 

The two-bay-wide, wood-frame dwelling is clad in aluminum siding and has a front-gable 

roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. It has an L-shaped footprint. It has a one-story, four-bay, 

wood-frame front porch on square turned posts and two-over-two wood-sash windows. 

Other notable features include wide, overhanging eaves, aluminum-clad gable returns in 

the gable end, applied simulated louvered shutters, and a large rear addition.  

 

Proposal 

 

The applicants are asking to install an electric vehicle charger at the front of their property. The owners 

have confirmed that their property extends to the curb and that there is no right-of-way (RoW)/sidewalk 

easement on their property. The parcel does not have a driveway or a parking pad. The applicants park 

their car on the public street and need the charger to be in proximity to where they will be parking. They 

propose to locate the charger at the southeast portion of the property behind an existing hedge. The 

charger will sit on a pole between 3’ and 4’ in height. 

 

DRC Review 

 

The DRC heard this case at its January 8, 2020, meeting. The DRC recommended that this item be placed 

on the discussion agenda for the January 22, 2020, HALRB hearing. The DRC expressed that while 

locating the charging station at the front of the applicants’ property is appropriate in this case given there 

is no RoW easement on the property and no driveway or parking pad, that generally in the Maywood 

Local Historic District it would not be appropriate to locate an electric vehicle charger at the front of the 

property. The DRC requested the following modifications to the application materials prior to the 

HALRB hearing:  

 

- Include an enclosure for the pole and charger and provide a sketch with dimensions and material 

for the charger enclosure; 
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- The DRC understood that the applicants would not be able to select a charger until they had 

purchased their electric vehicle and that the charger specifications were an example of what a 

typical charger looks like. The DRC asked the applicants to annotate their sample specifications 

with the possible range of heights of the charger pole and a range of widths for the charger; and 

- A copy of the plan showing only the southeast portion of the property as the site for the charger. 

 

Recommendation  

 

The Historic Preservation Program staff recommends approval of the applicants’ request to install the 

electric vehicle charger and enclosure. While such chargers are likely to become more common in 

Arlington neighborhoods, this application will serve as a model for future electric vehicle chargers in the 

Maywood Historic District. Although it is not typically appropriate to locate site elements at the front of 

Maywood properties, this parcel has several unusual constraints discussed above that make it necessary to 

consider the front of the property as an appropriate location; namely there is no RoW easement, driveway, 

or parking pad. Furthermore, given the unusual configuration of this parcel, the site proposed for the 

charger installation has the character of the side of the property rather than the front. Finally, the scale of 

this site element is similar to that of a mailbox (a design feature exempt from HALRB review) and will be 

screened with a cover that is unobtrusive and made of a material used throughout Maywood. For these 

reasons, the HPP staff finds that the proposed installation is appropriate for the Maywood Historic 

District and complies with Chapter 7: Site Elements of the Maywood Design Guidelines.   

 



Updated 3/01/2019 

HALRB/Design Review Committee Report Meeting Date: January 8, 2020 
 
For DRC: Robert Dudka, Andrew Wenchel  

   
For Arlington County: Angelina Jones, Lorin Farris, Serena Bolliger 
 
 

 
Case #  CoA 20-03 Agenda Item #   1            
  
 
Applicant(s): Henry and Ann Kelly 
For Applicants: N/A 
 
 
Design Recommendations: 
 

1. Provide sketch of proposed charger unit enclosure with range of dimensions (height, width). 

2. Annotate example specs for charging unit with the possible range of heights of charging station 

(likely between 3’ – 4’ in height) and width of charging unit. 

3. Location A is preferred as more appropriate. Resubmit plan showing only “location A” (remove 

“location B”). 

 
 
Findings: 
 

               Return to next DRC meeting  
 
     X        Send to HALRB  
 

 
If sent to HALRB, recommended action is: 

 
            Place on consent agenda 
 
__ X_  Place on discussion agenda: 

 

__X__  Recommend approval of CoA, with DRC design recommendations and/or 

additional information provided 
 
_____  Recommend deferral of ruling on CoA (explanation): 
 
_____  Recommend denial of CoA (explanation):  
 
_____  No recommendation.  


