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ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
 

February 27, 2020 

 

Honorable Libby Garvey 

Chair, Arlington County Board  

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  

Arlington, VA 22201  

 

RE:  Artis Senior Living Project 

 

Dear Chair Garvey:  

 

The Park and Recreation Commission has followed the Artis Senior Living development in 

recent months, and one PRC member has participated in the Site Plan Review Committee 

meetings for that project. At its January 28th meeting the commission received a presentation on 

the outdoor space and park area features of the project.  I am writing to convey the views of 

commissioners on this new facility. 

 

First, and importantly, we commend Artis Senior Living for its early, open, and genuine 

engagement with the community on this development. We understand that prior to the SPRC 

phase, the developer held numerous meetings with adjacent civic associations and others to 

explain the general plan and hear new ideas and concerns regarding the proposal. These 

engagements were instrumental in revealing some key concerns about the location of the 

building footprint and some proposed features, including the initial parking design. To its credit, 

Artis listened and responded with substantive alternative plans for the building location as well 

as their approach to parking on the site. As a result, the useful balance of built structure and open 

space has been significantly improved, and the revised basic site plan was much favored by most 

all parties by the time the SPRC began. These early listening engagements also allowed a more 

positive and more productive experience under the SPRC framework. 

 

The Artis design will provide natural space and recreational venues for both residents and for the 

public. The current parking plan calls for an underground garage, upon which is a substantial 

internal courtyard park. The variety of plantings and activity features allowed by decking over 

the parking garage will provide many biophilic benefits to residents when planted with native 

flora, which will in turn attract a wide variety of wildlife. For the residents of this facility, these 

are especially important elements, and complement the outdoor activity features such as raised 

garden beds, numerous walking pathways, and a putting green. 
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As noted, the project will also benefit the public by providing a privately owned public access 

park on the corner of Lee Highway and Taylor Street. With the footprint shift mentioned above, 

this design creates a sizable natural park area, providing quiet respite for neighbors and others, 

with significant native plantings as well as some areas for casual recreational activities. The 

availability of this size park is also in part a result of the early engagement conversations and the 

open-mindedness of Artis. 

 

Finally, Artis has been responsive to suggestions about landscape arrangements and tree species, 

bird-friendly windows, and re-purposing of some trees on site that need to be removed for use as 

architectural feature materials and/or public art. We encourage Artis to continue to consider 

suggestions made for the project as design details are finalized. In particular, we look forward to 

the possibility of vegetated roof insulation to further the current commitment to minimized 

energy consumption.  

 

PRC views this project as a leading example of how openness, early engagement, and a sincere 

intent to build for the community and for the future can provide a superior result for the 

applicant, for the project’s future residents, and for a sustainable and biophilic Arlington. This 

investment of time and effort adds value for all. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

William Ross 

Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 

 

 

cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Arlington County Planning Commission 


