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Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board 
Arlington County, Virginia 

 

HALRB Case 20-03 (HPCA19-00029) 

 

 
A request by Henry and Ann Kelly, owners of 2210 North Nelson Street, to install an electric vehicle charging station 

at the front of the property. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 

 

 

TO:  Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) 

  

FROM: Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

 

DATE:  February 13, 2020 

 

SUBJECT: 2210 North Nelson Street, 20-03, Maywood Neighborhood Historic District  

 

Background Information 

 

The dwelling at 2210 North Nelson Street in the Maywood Local Historic District was constructed before 

1915 and is listed as a contributing resource to the Maywood National Register Historic District. The 

Maywood National Register Nomination states: 

 

The two-bay-wide, wood-frame dwelling is clad in aluminum siding and has a front-gable 

roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. It has an L-shaped footprint. It has a one-story, four-bay, 

wood-frame front porch on square turned posts and two-over-two wood-sash windows. 

Other notable features include wide, overhanging eaves, aluminum-clad gable returns in 

the gable end, applied simulated louvered shutters, and a large rear addition.  

 

Proposal 

 

The applicants are asking to install an electric vehicle charger at the front of their property. The owners 

have confirmed that their property extends to the curb and that there is no right-of-way (RoW)/sidewalk 

easement on their property. The parcel does not have a driveway or a parking pad. The applicants park 

their car on the public street and need the charger to be in proximity to where they will be parking. They 

propose to locate the charger at the southeast portion of the property behind an existing hedge. The 

applicants will install the charger on a cedar post, with a mounting plank, and a plank to shield the 

charger from precipitation (this system will hereafter be referred to as “cedar mount”). The installation 

will measure no taller than 4’. 

 

DRC and HALRB Review 

 

The DRC first heard this case at its January 8, 2020, meeting. The DRC recommended that this item be 

placed on the discussion agenda for the January 22, 2020, HALRB hearing. At this time the DRC noted 

that, while locating the charging station at the front of the applicants’ property is appropriate in this case 

given there is no RoW easement on the property and no driveway or parking pad, that generally in the 

Maywood Local Historic District it would not be appropriate to locate an electric vehicle charger at the 

front of the property. The DRC at its January 8th meeting also raised the issue of whether the applicants 

would be able to secure their charger against use by other electric car owners and discussed the possibility 

of the applicants installing a locking enclosure to secure the charging unit. The HALRB considered this 
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application at its January 22, 2020, hearing but moved that the applicants return to the DRC to further 

refine their proposal. The applicant would then still need to return to the full Board to obtain final 

approval.  

 

The DRC reviewed this application for a second time at its February 5, 2020, meeting. The DRC asked 

the applicants to explain why they were not proposing to construct a driveway or build a garage on the 

property to prevent the necessity of charging their vehicle on the public street as there is already a curb 

cut at the southeast portion of their front yard. Applicant Mr. Henry Kelly responded that there is a 3’ 

change in grade between his property and the curb/public road and that it would not be practical to re-

grade to accommodate a driveway. Mr. Kelly told the DRC and Historic Preservation Program (HPP) 

staff that he most likely will want the “Charge Point” style charger, but that this may change when he 

purchases his electric vehicle. The DRC and HPP staff let Mr. Kelly know that if this current application 

is approved by the HALRB and he then needs to change his charger and the design of the cedar mount, 

then he will need to apply to the HALRB to amend his CoA application for approval of the revised 

design.  

 

The DRC requested the following modifications to the application materials prior to the HALRB hearing:  

 

- Limit application to the DRC/Applicant agreed upon preferred option (labeled option 3A in the 

DRC application packet) and specify that the cedar mount will accommodate a “Charge Point” 

style charger; 

- Modify the design of the cedar mount to have a shed roof rather than gable roof, an exposed 

charging unit, and a wooden panel large enough to mount the charging unit; 

- Specify that the maximum height of the installation will be 4’ and that the cedar mounting post 

will be 5½” x 5½”; 

- Annotate the drawings with all heights and widths; and 

- Annotate the drawings to specify that the wooden mount, post, and shed roof will be cedar.  

 

Pending receipt of the requested revisions, the DRC recommended that this item be placed on the Consent 

Agenda for the February 19, 2020, HALRB hearing. 

 

Recommendation  

 

The Historic Preservation Program staff recommends approval of the applicants’ request to install the 

electric vehicle charger and cedar mount. While such chargers are likely to become more common in 

Arlington neighborhoods, this application will serve as a model for future electric vehicle chargers in the 

Maywood Historic District. The HPP staff searched for policies in other municipalities in the 

Washington, D.C., metropolitan area that dealt with electric vehicle charging stations in Local Historic 

Districts and only located information on one such policy in Frederick, Maryland. In this case, there is no 

direct reference to electric vehicle charging infrastructure in municipal code, but it is Frederick’s Historic 

Preservation Program’s policy to review such infrastructure according to the same guidelines used for 

other exterior site elements.1 

 

Although it is not typically appropriate to locate site elements at the front of Maywood properties, this 

parcel has several unusual constraints discussed above that make it necessary to consider the front of the 

property as an appropriate location; namely there is no RoW easement, driveway, or parking pad. 

                                                           
1 For more information, please visit: https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-

Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=  

https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
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Furthermore, given the unusual configuration and topography of this parcel, the site proposed for the 

charger installation has the character of the side of the property rather than the front. Finally, the scale of 

this site element is similar to that of a mailbox (a design feature exempt from HALRB review) and will be 

screened with the cedar mounting system that is unobtrusive and made of a material used throughout 

Maywood. For these reasons, the HPP staff finds that the proposed installation is appropriate for the 

Maywood Historic District and complies with Chapter 7: Site Elements of the Maywood Design 

Guidelines.   
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HALRB/Design Review Committee Report Meeting Date: February 5, 2020 
 
For DRC: Robert Dudka (Chair), Omari Davis, Andrew Wenchel  

   
For Arlington County: Angelina Jones, Lorin Farris 
 
 

 
Case #  CoA 20-03 Agenda Item #   1            
  
 
Applicant(s): Henry and Ann Kelly 
For Applicants: N/A 
 
 
Design Recommendations: 
 

1. The DRC and applicant agreed on Option 3a as the design for the final application. This design 

will accommodate the “charge point” style charger. 

2. Modify the design for Option 3a based on the sketch on the next page (exposed charger, plank 

shed roof, thin wood mounting plank/panel that is large enough to attach the charging unit to so 

that none of the back of the charging unit is exposed). 

3. Maximum height of the entire installation will be 4’-0”. The post will be a maximum of 5 ½“ x 5 

½“. 

4. Annotate final drawing of Option 3a with the total height of the installation (top of shed roof to 

the ground). Also annotate this drawing with the width of the charging unit, mounting 

plank/panel, and wooden post. 

5. Annotate the final drawing to specify that the post, mounting plank/panel, and shed roof will all 

be cedar. 

 
 
Findings: 
 

               Return to next DRC meeting  
 
     X        Send to HALRB  
 

 
If sent to HALRB, recommended action is: 

 
    X        Place on consent agenda 
 
__       _  Place on discussion agenda: 

   

__   __  Recommend approval of CoA, with DRC design recommendations and/or 

additional information provided 
 
_____  Recommend deferral of ruling on CoA (explanation): 
 
_____  Recommend denial of CoA (explanation):  
 
_____  No recommendation.  
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Updated 3/01/2019 

HALRB/Design Review Committee Report Meeting Date: January 8, 2020 
 
For DRC: Robert Dudka, Andrew Wenchel  

   
For Arlington County: Angelina Jones, Lorin Farris, Serena Bolliger 
 
 

 
Case #  CoA 20-03 Agenda Item #   1            
  
 
Applicant(s): Henry and Ann Kelly 
For Applicants: N/A 
 
 
Design Recommendations: 
 

1. Provide sketch of proposed charger unit enclosure with range of dimensions (height, width). 

2. Annotate example specs for charging unit with the possible range of heights of charging station 

(likely between 3’ – 4’ in height) and width of charging unit. 

3. Location A is preferred as more appropriate. Resubmit plan showing only “location A” (remove 

“location B”). 

 
 
Findings: 
 

               Return to next DRC meeting  
 
     X        Send to HALRB  
 

 
If sent to HALRB, recommended action is: 

 
            Place on consent agenda 
 
__ X_  Place on discussion agenda: 

 

__X__  Recommend approval of CoA, with DRC design recommendations and/or 

additional information provided 
 
_____  Recommend deferral of ruling on CoA (explanation): 
 
_____  Recommend denial of CoA (explanation):  
 
_____  No recommendation.  
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