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HALRB Case 20-05 (HPCA20-00003) 

 

 
A request by Arlington County, owner of 2133 North Taft Street, to change the existing signage at the entrance to the 

park.  
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 

 

 

TO:  HALRB 

  

FROM: Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

 

DATE:  February 13, 2020 

 

SUBJECT: 2133 North Taft Street, 20-05, Dawson Terrace Historic District 

 

Background Information 

 

The Dawson-Bailey House is a stone dwelling located at Dawson Terrace Park that was designated as a 

Local Historic District (LHD) in 1998. The building and surrounding park property are owned by 

Arlington County. The house is sited towards the southwest corner of the property near the intersection of 

North Taft Street and 21st Road North. Arlington County constructed the adjoining community center to 

the rear of the building in 1963. The following site elements are in proximity to the house and recreation 

center: parking lot and playground areas to the north; an open lawn and recreational courts to the east; and 

landscaped open space to the south and west (fronting the public rights-of-ways). 

 

In 2016, Arlington County completed a structural rehabilitation of the historic house. The two-story 

dwelling features a wood shingled side-gable roof pierced by brick gable-end chimneys. The fenestration 

consists of single-leaf paneled doors and six-over-six, double-hung, wood-sash windows. Recent 

architectural evaluations and archival investigations suggest that the first section of the building was 

constructed between 1792 and 1800. The County made improvements to the playground and recreation 

facilities on the site in 2018 (CoA 16-28). 

 

There are no design guidelines specifically approved for this LHD; therefore, the Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties should be used to evaluate any alterations to 

the building and grounds. 

 

Proposal 

 

The County’s Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) proposes the replacement of the existing 

Dawson Terrace Park sign at the entrance to the site at the corner of North Taft Street and 21st Road 

North. DPR will replace the sign with an updated aluminum sign that is consistent with DPR’s signage 

design at other parks, including at the playground north of the historic building at Dawson Terrace (CoA 

16-28) and at the Fort C.F. Smith Local Historic District (CoA 19-08). The sign will specify that this 

property is a Local Historic District and will be sited closer to the sidewalk than the existing sign to 

protect the view of the historic building from the public rights-of-way. 

 

 

 



 

 2 

DRC Review 

 

The Design Review Committee (DRC) heard this application at its February 5, 2020, meeting. The 

Committee discussed whether the DPR signage design was appropriate for LHDs and ultimately cited the 

HALRB’s discussion of similar signage at Fort C.F. Smith in April and May of 2019 as precedent for 

erecting this style of signage (CoA 19-08). The Committee had no requested changes and noted that they 

were in favor of the new location for the sign. The DRC recommended that the subject application be 

placed on the consent agenda for the February 19, 2020, HALRB hearing.  

 

Recommendation  

 

The Historic Preservation Program staff recommends approval of the replacement sign as the design is 

consistent with other DPR signage throughout the County, including existing signage at Dawson Terrace 

(the subject property) and at other County-owned LHDs (Fort C.F. Smith). Furthermore, the proposal 

conforms with Rehabilitation Standards #9 and #10 specified in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 

as it is an alteration to a non-historic site feature that is compatible with the character of the historic 

setting. 

 

Standard #9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 

differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and 

proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 

 

Standard #10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 

environment would be unimpaired. 
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HALRB/Design Review Committee Report Meeting Date: February 5, 2020 
 
For DRC: Robert Dudka (Chair), Omari Davis, Andrew Wenchel  

   
For Arlington County: Angelina Jones, Lorin Farris 
 
 

 
Case #  CoA 20-05 Agenda Item #   3a [sign only]           
  
 
Applicant(s): Arlington County 
For Applicants: Lyndell Core 
 
 
Design Recommendations: 
 

1. DRC is in favor of the new, forward location. 

 
 
Findings: 
 

                Return to next DRC meeting   
 
      X        Send to HALRB  
 

 
If sent to HALRB, recommended action is: 

 
       X        Place on consent agenda 
 
__       _  Place on discussion agenda: 

   

__   __  Recommend approval of CoA, with DRC design recommendations and/or 

additional information provided 
 
_____  Recommend deferral of ruling on CoA (explanation): 
 
_____  Recommend denial of CoA (explanation):  
 
_____  No recommendation.  
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