
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY PLANNING, HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT  

Neighborhood Services Division 

Courthouse Plaza One   2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 700   Arlington, VA 22201 

TEL 703.228.3830  FAX 703.228.3834  www.arlingtonva.us 

 

MINUTES OF THE HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard 

Lobby Rooms Cherry and Dogwood 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Charles Craig 

Robert Dudka 

Sherry Frear 

Sarah Garner, Vice Chairman 

Jennie Gwin 

Gerry Laporte  

Joan Lawrence  

Liz Rogers 

Sara Steinberger  

Andrew Wenchel 

Richard Woodruff, Chairman 

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Omari Davis 

Carmela Hamm 

Oezge Kocak, Non-Voting Student Member 

Mark Turnbull  

 

STAFF:   Cynthia Liccese-Torres, Historic Preservation Coordinator  

    Lorin Farris, Historic Preservation Planner 

Angelina Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

Serena Bolliger, Historic Preservation Specialist 

     

ROLL CALL & CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. Ms. Jones called the roll and determined 

there was a quorum.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 20, 2019, MEETING MINUTES  

 

The Chairman called for any changes to the November 20, 2019, draft meeting minutes. There 

were none. Mr. Craig moved to approve the minutes as submitted and Ms. Gwin seconded. The 

motion passed 8-0-2, with Mr. Dudka and Mr. Wenchel abstaining (Ms. Steinberger had not yet 

arrived). 
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PUBLIC HEARING FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (CoAs) 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

The Chairman explained the procedures for public hearing. He asked if there were any public 

speakers wishing to comment on the Consent Agenda and there were none present. The 

Chairman announced there were two items on the Consent Agenda: 

 

1) Mark Holland & Alison Davis-Holland 

        2335 North Edgewood Street 

        CoA 19-28 (HPCA19-00027) 

        Maywood Historic District 

Request to replace approximately eight linear feet of cinder block retaining 

wall at the front of the property with a stone wall. 

 

2) Heidi FitzHarris for Beth & Joseph Andrews 

        2737 23rd Road North 

        CoA 19-26 (HPCA19-00026) 

        Maywood Historic District  

Request to renovate a non-historic rear addition with new siding, windows, 

door, roofing, and AC units. The design also includes modifying a non-

historic bathroom window and adding a doorway in an existing non-historic 

window penetration in the historic portion of the house. 

   

The Chairman called for any questions or comments on the Consent Agenda and there were 

none. Mr. Laporte moved to approve the items on the Consent Agenda as submitted. Ms. 

Lawrence seconded, and the motion passed unanimously 10-0 (Ms. Steinberger had not yet 

arrived). 

 

Reports of the Chairman and Staff: 

 

Staff and Other Reports 

 

Ms. Jones announced that the Chairman and staff agreed to move the Design Review Committee 

(DRC) and HALRB meeting dates in January to accommodate the New Year’s Day holiday. She 

announced that the DRC would meet on January 8, 2020 at 6:30 PM in conference room 913 and 

that the HALRB would meet on January 22, 2020 at 7:30 in lobby conference rooms Cherry and 

Dogwood. Ms. Jones informed those present that the HALRB would be holding its public 

hearing for the proposed updates to the Maywood Design Guidelines at the January 22nd meeting. 

 

Ms. Jones reminded HALRB members to send her information regarding their professional 

development training between October 2018 and September 2019 for inclusion in the annual 

Certified Local Government (CLG) report that the Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff 

must submit to the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR). She requested to receive 

this information by January 6, 2020. 
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Ms. Jones notified the HALRB that the new County permitting system released in September 

2019 as part of Permit Arlington is entirely paperless and CoA applicants no longer submit 

hardcopies of application materials. She requested permission from the Board for HPP staff to 

print only two full size copies for items on the Consent Agenda and five full size copies for items 

on the Discussion Agenda in lieu of printing individual copies for each Board member. There 

was consensus around the table that fewer materials should be printed to reduce waste of County 

resources as per Ms. Jones’s request.  

 

[Ms. Steinberger arrived at 7:44 PM]. 

 

Ms. Farris stated she would update the Board on various ongoing site plans. She announced that 

the Key Bridge Marriott Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) had met for the second time on 

December 16, 2019. Ms. Farris shared that the Vice Chairman and Ms. Gwin were acting as the 

HALRB representatives at the SPRC meetings. She related that the recent SPRC comments 

focused on the changing use of the top floor of the hotel. It was formerly a restaurant and the 

new proposed use may be as a gym, which would not provide access to the public to see the 

views over the Potomac towards Washington, DC. Ms. Farris concluded by observing that the 

SPRC has requested a proposal for continued public access from the applicant. Ms. Farris invited 

the Vice Chairman to add her observations from the December 16th meeting. The Vice Chairman 

responded that the two proposed condo towers will obstruct the existing view from the hotel, 

diminishing the need for public access. Ms. Farris, Ms. Gwin, and the Vice Chairman described 

the proposed design for the condo buildings, observing that the buildings draw on some classical 

elements, but were criticized at the SPRC meetings as being too residential. Ms. Gwin further 

explained that the existing Marriott building and parking garage will be preserved as part of the 

design, but that the Marriott will be completely re-clad. She also noted there was a great deal of 

appreciation among the public for the gully and natural area adjacent to the site.  

 

Mr. Dudka asked if there would be a pedestrian connection to the Key Bridge as part of the 

Marriott’s site plan design. Ms. Farris responded that the County was working to improve the 

pedestrian traffic in the area separate from this site plan. Mr. Craig observed that nearly all the 

land immediately adjacent to the bridge is owned by the National Park Service (NPS), which 

limits what can be required through the SPRC process regarding pedestrian circulation. Ms. 

Steinberger observed that the SPRC is expecting a report from the NPS on traffic and access.  

 

Ms. Farris stated the applicant is proposing a variety of interpretation at the site which also 

would encourage pedestrian access and circulation. Ms. Steinberger and Ms. Farris said they 

anticipate the HALRB will be involved in reviewing this interpretation as a condition of the site 

plan once it is approved by the County Board. Ms. Liccese-Torres suggested that the condition 

language from the Blue Goose site plan project could be a model for drafting language for the 

HALRB’s involvement [in the interpretive elements] for the Key Bridge Marriott site plan. She 

also observed that final landscape approval for the project could be conditioned on prior HALRB 

approval of the interpretation. Ms. Farris concluded by stating that the next SPRC meeting would 

be held on January 30, 2020, and staff anticipates that representatives from NPS would attend. 

 

Ms. Farris announced that the Park Shirlington site plan applicants likely would be filing their 

4.1 application in late January or early February 2020. She informed the Board that the HPP staff 
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submitted comments in November 2019 pertaining to the potential for archaeological discoveries 

related to the site’s use as a Civil War fort and that the applicants have indicated they will 

comply with requests to take additional precautions during planning and project construction. 

 

Ms. Farris noted that she attended a Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) meeting for the 

Shirlington General Land Use Plan (GLUP) Plus study on December 11, 2019. She said more 

than 300 responses were received from the study’s online survey and that Planning staff were 

still organizing the survey data to present at a meeting scheduled for January 21, 2020. Ms. 

Farris shared the top concerns identified during the in-person community forum were: 1) tree 

preservation; 2) business retention/development; and 3) walkability. She concluded by stating 

that building preservation ranked in the middle of concerns expressed during the forum. 

 

Ms. Farris announced that there would be a public workshop for the Plan Lee Highway study on 

the evening of January 31, 2020 and all day on February 1, 2020. She said that at least an hour of 

that time would be dedicated to discussing the historic resources survey conducted as part of the 

study. 

 

Ms. Farris stated that the applicants for the 1731 North Veitch Street site plan submitted 

revisions to their design that incorporated feedback from members of the DRC and County staff. 

Ms. Steinberger observed that the applicants made substantial changes to their initial design. Ms. 

Farris added that the applicants were committed to a traditional townhouse design for this 

project. Ms. Farris and the Chairman communicated that the HALRB should submit a letter in 

advance of the item going to the Planning Commission, potentially as early as January. The 

Chairman committed to drafting a letter and circulating it to the Board for comments. 

 

Mr. Wenchel reported that he attended several meetings regarding Fire Station No. 8 as the 

HALRB representative. He related to the Board that historic images would be incorporated into 

the design of the building, potentially etched onto window glass [as a design element]. He said 

the fire station garage doors would be translucent instead of opaque in response to the task 

force’s comments and that the final design will be three-stories, which precludes the inclusion of 

a fire pole from the firefighter’s quarters to the trucks. Ms. Liccese-Torres communicated that 

there has been extensive community process for the design of this building and that the primary 

concern was the function of the building for its users. She told the HALRB that the final 

proposed building design would not be brought to the HALRB, but that historic interpretation 

elements for the site would include input from the HALRB. Ms. Liccese-Torres concluded by 

saying that the HPP staff is interested in partnering with Arlington Independent Media (AIM) to 

create a video commemorating the history of Fire Station No. 8. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

 

The Chairman announced that this would be Ms. Steinberger’s final meeting as a member of the 

HALRB, but that she would continue to serve on the Planning Commission. He thanked Ms. 

Steinberger for her service and said he looked forward to working with her in the future in her 

capacity as a Planning Commissioner. 
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The Chairman invited the Nominating Committee to present its slate of officers for 2020. Ms. 

Frear announced that the Committee was nominating Mr. Woodruff as Chairman and Ms. Garner 

as Vice Chairman. The Chairman asked if there was any discussion. There was none. Ms. Frear 

made a motion to elect Mr. Woodruff as Chairman and Ms. Garner as Vice Chairman. Ms. Gwin 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously 11-0. 

 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8:35 PM. 


