
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group 
Minutes 12-2-2019 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm at the Long Branch Nature Center auditorium. 
 
In attendance were: David Howell (Park & Rec), Colt Gregory (Park & Rec), Caroline Haynes 
(UFC), Evelio Rubiella (UFC), Clare O’Dea (E2C2), Teresa Leonardo (E2C2), David Farner 
(DPR), and Sarah Archer (PNR) 
 
No public comment 
 
Guests: 
David Farner, Assistant Parks & Natural Resources Division Chief, Department of Parks and 
Recreation 
Sarah Archer, Natural Resources Specialist, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 
Update on Integrated Forestry and Natural Resources Management Plan 
 
David Farner, Assistant PNR Division Chief, gave an update on the status of the IFNRMP 
process. Unfortunately, there is a delay in the procurement process and a vendor has not been 
confirmed. The process will likely take 12 – 18 months and more information will be available in 
January.  
 

Update on Invasive Plant Program 
 
Sarah Archer, Natural Resources Specialist, gave an update about Arlington’s Invasive Plant 
Program.  The program focuses on protecting Arlington’s remaining natural areas through 
contracted, staff, and volunteer removal of non-native invasive plants. The program prioritizes 
sites for long term management with primarily mechanical and chemical treatment methods.  
Arlington’s program can consider alternative treatment methods including biological control and 
prescribed burning. Additionally, a more formal Early Detection Rapid Response program could 
be established, especially if supported by knowledgeable volunteers. Caroline Haynes discussed 
ways that community can support the county’s efforts by volunteering in groups such as the Park 
Stewards with Arlington Regional Master Naturalists. David Howell inquired about 
opportunities to collaborate with Arlington Public Schools to get more youth involved.  
 
NRJAG members noted that this was Sarah’s last week with Arlington County.  Commission 
members thanked Sarah for coming to the meeting and providing this summary of her work 
(especially after having just returned from travel) and thanked her for almost a decade of service 
to Arlington County.  NRJAG presented Sarah Archer with a certificate of appreciation for her 
service. 
 
Biophilic Cities Update 



David Howell, P&R, discussed the progress of the County moving towards becoming a Biophilic 
community. The County Board is scheduled to vote at the December 17, 2019 meeting on the 
resolution to join the Biophilic Cities Network. The next step will be for staff to prepare an 
application, identifying metrics to gauge progress on becoming a biophilic community. Mr. 
Howell discussed a possible symposium which could bring together staff, academia, and 
developers to build common values around how Arlington can be a Biophilic City.  
 
Staff Updates 
 
Sarah Archer provided the following updates: 

• Sarah Archer’s last day is Friday, recruitment for her position should begin Thursday 
• Long Branch staff are conducting interviews this week to replace Rachael Tolman’s 

previous position as park naturalist 
• Christina De Mariano is starting as an Urban Forester this week, recruitment for her 

previous position as park ranger began last week 
• Interviews for our DPR stormwater program specialist (Chris Willet’s old position) are 

being held this week 
• Patrick Wegeng retires at the beginning of January, Kevin Stalica has moved to Patrick’s 

position as Environmental Landscape Supervisor – interviews are underway to replace 
Kevin as PSA-1 Park Manager.  
 

Member Reports: 
 
Teresa Leonardo (E2C2) discussed the letter sent to Amazon regarding energy issues and 
Metropolitan Park.  
 
Several commission members commented on NOVA Parks W & OD trail widening presentation 
at the County Board meeting. Many had issue with both the process and technical components of 
the project. Colt Gregory brought up concerns about the area that would be impacted in the 
Resource Protection Area. Teresa Leonardo suggested that it would be helpful to see data from 
surveys conducted by NOVA Parks.    
 
Caroline Haynes (UFC) reported on legislative priorities for the Urban Forestry Commission. A 
letter has been drafted to the board and will be sent to NRJAG members. A letter will also be 
sent about mountain biking in the parks and some of the impacts on our natural areas.  
 
New Business 
 
The next NRJAG meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 6, but may be cancelled if there is 
no update to report on the Integrated Forestry and Natural Resources Management Plan. If that 
meeting is cancelled, then the next meeting will be on Monday, February 3, 2020. 
 


