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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

March 6, 2020 
 
Libby Garvey, Chair, Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE: 1900 Crystal Drive Project 
 
Dear Chair Garvey 
 
Park and Recreation Commission members have participated in the three SPRC meetings for the 
Crystal Drive project including an informative site walkthrough. We would like to offer the 
following thoughts.  
 
Commissioners support the thinking about how the Center Park will be developed as called for in 
the Crystal City Sector Plan (CCSP). However, as with other planned open spaces in Crystal City 
there is no current funding anticipated for this public space. Unless contributions from the 
applicant can be obtained, funding for Crystal City parks will need to compete with the many 
priorities called for in the capital improvement plan process. As with the development at Crystal 
Drive and 18th Street, we are concerned that this block of Crystal City will remain incomplete 
with a incomplete, unattractive and unusable open space for years to come. We urge that there be 
a provision for creating at least a simplified transitory usable open space for the residents and 
employees of this area. But we agree with decisions on postponing any park planning until a 
solid plan for funding has been established.   
     
We appreciate the SPRC discussions and dialogue that have led to the proposed pedestrian- 
priority plaza and the pedestrian-friendly alley with a table top feature that will front the future 
open space. As of this writing, we have not seen a final recommendation but, from our 
perspective, a purely pedestrian plaza would be preferred and would offer a more welcoming and 
accessible path to the adjacent future park with its civic nature offering activities such as 
exhibits, concerts, and passive recreation. In any case, the discussion that has taken place at the 
SPRC level on this and other recent projects is leading to improved, public-friendly designs in 
our urban corridors.   
 
We applaud the discussions promoting the creation of a grand entrance to the Central Park.  Our 
review of the three options leads us to prefer the Hanging Garden option. Although it would take 
up a little more park space than the “Urban Ascent” option, it has a less steep profile and appears 
to provide more opportunities for creative, biophilic planting of garden beds and for 
programming of activities.  
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The commission generally approves the building design which incorporates biophilic features, 
including active rooftops with planted areas, green planted terraces, and terraced, planted 
balconies.  We believe these features will complement the design of the buildings themselves, 
providing a welcome, distinct look to this part of Crystal City.    
 
Thank you for considering our views 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Members, Planning Commission  
  
 


