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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 
 

March 5, 2020 
 

Honorable Libby Garvey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE:  Key Bridge Marriott Project 
 
Dear Chair Garvey:  
 
The Park and Recreation Commission has participated in the Site Plan Review Committee 
meetings for this project and would like to offer the following thoughts.  
 
Open Space and Biophilic Design -- Overall, we applaud the planning and discussions that have 
gone into this project. The applicant appears to have taken seriously the importance of this site’s 
status as a gateway to Arlington (and Virginia) and its proximity to the natural environment 
provided by its adjacency to the Potomac River. The applicant is presenting a bold and detailed 
attempt to design both buildings and public space consistent with biophilic design principles. The 
proposal applies a compelling story of the human and ecological history of this part of Arlington. 
Green roof, green balcony, green walls, and bird-friendly building designs have been 
incorporated.  
 
We were disappointed at the last SPRC meeting that we did not see a listing or at least a 
description of planned trees and other flora, which we assume, given the biophilically intensive 
plan, would incorporate mostly, if not all native species. Given that plant selection can be as 
important as landscape design in terms of beneficial biophilic effects, a tree and plant list, even if 
subject to modification as the project proceeds, is crucial in evaluating the landscape design. The 
commission looks forward to viewing a more complete landscape plan and reviewing the final 
planting decisions from a biophilic perspective.  
 
Connectivity --We support the designs that provide pedestrian and bicycle connections through 
and around the site--notably on the river side of the site. We align with Rosslyn BID in 
supporting connections and walkability in this part of Rosslyn and support designs that enhance 
opportunities for better connections to the river. We believe that pedestrian and bicycle 
connectivity in this very busy part of Arlington will be well-served by the multi-use pathways 
proposed.     
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Rosslyn Circle Extension and Open Space -- We appreciate the concept of the extension of the 
Rosslyn Circle across the National Park Service (NPS) property and into the private property. 
This should expand the effective open space in this part of the county. The upward slope should 
add to the publicly usable open space. The most recent designs show added seating amenities 
that will encourage use of this open space. We recommend preservation of the Japanese Scholar 
tree on the site. We join the Urban Forestry Commission in encouraging coordination between 
the applicant, the county, and the NPS to engage in selective invasive removal, notably around 
the edge of the property.   
 
Gateway Park -- We want to stress the importance of this park as a great recreational and natural 
resource benefit to residents at the new residential/hotel complexes. It also will provide a key 
pedestrian connection between the site area and the rest of Rosslyn. The commission appreciates 
the $875 thousand contribution and given the proximity of the development to the park strongly 
recommend that this money be reserved for use in Gateway Park planning and development. We 
support the proposals for a dog run in this area. We understand that there will be a consideration 
for a canine area in Gateway Park.  
 
  

 

  

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Members, Arlington County Planning Commission 


