
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group 

February 3, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7pm in the auditorium of Long Branch Nature Center, 

In attendance were: Claire O’Dea, Teresa Leonardo (E2C2), Colt Gregory (Park & Rec), Phil 
Klingelhofer, Evelio Rubiella, Caroline Haynes (UFC), Marion Jordan, Bill Browning (public), 
David Farner, and Alonso Abugattas (DPR). 

Guest: Bill Browning, Arlington Regional Master Naturalists 

No public comment. 

Minutes from December 2, 2019 NRJAG meeting were accepted with no comments. 

 

White-tail Deer Urban Ecology and Forest Health 

Bill Browning from the Arlington Regional Master Naturalists gave a talk on deer and their 
effects on urban ecology and forest health.  After a brief history of white-tailed deer in the area, 
the discussion of their numbers and the ecological damage they can do was explained. With such 
large numbers, other issues such as ticks, accidents, and wildlife damage occur. But there are few 
practical non-hunting alternatives out there, as birth control and other experimental practices 
have not been approved for use. Various lethal methods were discussed in many other 
jurisdictions to bring deer back to carrying capacity levels.  

 

David Farner, Assistant Division Chief, also reported on progress on the update for the integrated 
Forestry and Natural Resources Plan. The vendor is waiting on approval for permits after the 
County lawyer has given his okay. 

 

Update on Biophilic Cities project 

Caroline Haynes reported that the Biophilic Cities resolution has been adopted by the County 
Board in December and staff is working on finalizing the application to join the Biophilic 
Network.  

 

Staff Updates 

Alonso Abugattas provided the following updates: 

• Interviews were taking place to find a new Natural Resources Specialist, replacing Sarah 
Archer Castro. 



• Nursery improvements continue to happen, including new gravel in the pathways both in 
the bursary and the greenhouse.  

• A new Stormwater Specialist has been hired, Ms. Brittany Hail. 
• Kevin Stalica is the new Landscape Manager. 
• Rachael Tolman has been promoted to the new Conservation and Interpretation manager.  
• Jaron Winters has been hired to replace Rachael as a new Park Naturalist.  

Member Reports 

• Phil Klingelhofer (UFC) reported that new Marriott design will follow biophilic design 
standards. 

• Colt Gregory (Park & Rec) also reported that a new senior living center will also include 
biophilic elements. 

• Claire O’Dea and Teresa Leonardo (E2C2) said that solar agreement will cut down 
numerous trees, despite staff claims to the contrary. Last minute information was 
provided too late to make any changes in the E2C2 position of support of the agreement. 

• Phil Klingelhofer (UFC) reported that recent zoning changes regarding Accessory 
Dwelling Units in Arlington encourages negative tree loss and that maintenance on trees 
needs to be improved.  


