
 

 

  

ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
 

April 28, 2020 

 

Honorable Libby Garvey 

Chair, Arlington County Board  

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  

Arlington, VA 22201  

 

RE:  Revised 2021 Budget  

 

Dear Chair Garvey:  

 

 

The Park and Recreation Commission PRC has followed the efforts of the County Manager to 

adjust the budget in accordance with the ongoing realities of the COVID-19 situation. We have 

reviewed the Manager’s revised budget memo, viewed the County Board’s budget work session 

and would like to offer the following thoughts. Due to the circumstances, the PRC has not met to 

discuss the revised budget proposal, but I have shared my letter with the commissioners and 

incorporated their comments to ensure that it represents the consensus of the Commission. 

 

We support the Manager’s efforts to deal with this situation and given the numerous 

uncertainties agree with the proposals to cut back on various DPR initiatives and to control 

spending. The commission appreciates the efforts of DPR to deal with the need to keep county 

parks available for the maintenance of physical and mental health through pedestrian and bicycle 

activities that follow guidelines for social distancing. We would like to endorse the sentiments 

expressed in the Urban Forestry Commission’s letter on the revised budget concerning the 

enhanced role that our parks and natural spaces have played in providing crucial biophilic 

respites for our residents (at a time when virtually all other county facilities are shut down). 

However, the increased use of the parks for these purposes requires continued monitoring and 

education to make sure that social distancing is respected and the natural resources and physical 

facilities of the parks are protected. We applaud the extensive on-line information on at home 

recreational activities for families that DPR has been producing in steady fashion and the efforts 

of DPR employees to assist with food distribution throughout the county.   

 

Although the revised budget proposal defers on the plans for increased tree maintenance and 

urban forestry staffing and raises for county staff, we endorse the Manager’s work session 

statement that his first priorities in an improved fiscal situation would be to restore funding in 

these two areas.  Finally, we note the proposed deferment of various Park and Recreation facility 

projects (Aurora Hills Center roof, Virginia Highlands Park planning, Crystal City volleyball 

court rebuild, and James Hunter Park turf replacement). We understand the difficult decisions 
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involved and look forward to these items’ return to the Manager’s list once the situation has 

improved. Thank you for letting us share our views.  

 
  

 

  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

William Ross 

Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 

 

 

cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Fiscal Affairs Advisory Commission 


