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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 
 

June 1, 2020 
 

Honorable Libby Garvey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE:   WETA Production Studios Expansion at Shirlington HQ 
 
Dear Chair Garvey:  
 
Public broadcaster, WETA, has filed an application to construct a four-story addition to its 
current eight-story building headquarters at 3939 Campbell Avenue in Shirlington.  A 
representative of the Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) participated in the single site plan 
review committee meeting on March 2, 2020. We now offer the following perspectives.     
Although the commission has not been able to discuss this project formally, this letter has been 
circulated among members for comment.   
 
The expanded building in Shirlington would serve as the production studios for the public 
broadcaster, which is currently located on 27th Street South in Green Valley—adjacent to Jennie 
Dean Park. Approval of this project will help to facilitate a previously negotiated purchase of the 
WETA Green Valley site and the site’s incorporation as part of Phase II of renovating Jennie 
Dean Park. The eventual completion of Jennie Dean Park will provide a long sought 
improvement to the recreational and natural resource amenities in this part of the county.   
 
The Four Mile Run Valley Working Group (“4MRVWG”) developed and approved a plan to 
renovate Jennie Dean Park in two phases, Phase I and Phase II.  The county board approved the 
plan.  The plan contemplates that Phase II will commence if and once WETA sells its site in 
Green Valley.  Once that property has been sold, Phase II can commence without the county’s 
having to expend scarce resources to revisit the plan.  We anticipate that at the appropriate time 
the CIP process will fund Phase II of the anticipated renovations. 
 
Subsequent to the March 2 SPRC meeting on the expansion in Shirlington, associated filings 
with the county positively address, from our commission’s perspective, issued raised at the 
SPRC.  On March 17, the applicant’s Tree Survey and Replacement Calculation was filed 
indicating all new plantings will be native species to the extent possible and current trees at the 
building site will be protected. On April 8, the applicant filed its site plan #106-4.1 document. 
The proposed roof top garden terrace will have bird friendly green planters at the edges in lieu of 
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glass screening and the building glazing will be also be bird friendly. The roof top terrace, with 
plantings may also be available for community space.  These features are compatible with 
principles stated by the County Board in its commitment to join the Biophilic Cities Network.  
We also note that there will be a roof covered bicycle parking area for visitors—thus expanding 
opportunities for bike-friendly, exercise-enhancing transportation.  
 
Approval of the planned addition to the WETA HQ will enable one of Arlington’s major non-
profit corporate citizens to continue business, provide employment, and contribute to the 
expansion of our parks and natural environment.  
 
Thank you for letting us share our views. 
 
  

 

  

Sincerely, 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Members, Planning Commission 
   


