
1  

PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
December 17, 2019 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair 
Steven Bernheisel (Ex Officio, APS Staff Liaison (in for Jim Meikle)) 
Angelo Collins (Ex Officio, Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee) 
Sergio Enriquez 
Steve Finn 
Dean Foster 
Michael Grace  
Colt Gregory 
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Cindy Krech 
Shruti Kuppa 
Mark Lincoln 
Julie Mullen 
Drew Murray (Ex Officio, Sports Commission) 
Leonardo Sarli 
 
Guests:  
Portia Clark 
Robin Stombler 
 
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner, PRC Staff Liaison  
Lisa Grandle, Park Development Division Chief, DPR 
Betsy Herbst, Real Estate Specialist, DES 
Diane Probus, Associate Planner, DPR 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Duke Banks 
Ryan Gormley 
Neal Hunter 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 
The Commission considered their November 19, 2019 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) 
meeting minutes.  With no objections, the Commission approved the minutes as presented.  PRC 
Chair Ross also updated the PRC that Arlington County (through a County Board resolution) is 
now recognized as a biophilic city. 
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Public Comment 
No public comment was provided.  
 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Staff Update on Land Property Exchange with Arlington Public Schools (APS) and Right-of-
Way Adjustments for Greenbrier/Yorktown High School and Chestnut Hills [Lisa Grandle, 
DPR and Betsy Herbst, DES-Real Estate Bureau] 
 
Betsy Herbst, DES-Real Estate Bureau and Lisa Grandle, DPR provided a presentation on the land 
property exchange with APS and associated right-of-way adjustments for Greenbrier/Yorktown 
High School and Chestnut Hills.  Staff discussed that a portion of Yorktown High School was built 
on Greenbrier Park property when the original building was constructed in 2003.  There are 
many ownership considerations between the County and APS properties.  In addition, a series of 
subdivisions are being requested to clean up much of these properties, as well as legal dedications 
of streets.  A series of County Board actions will need to be taken for the aforementioned 
processes to occur (resubdivisions, deeds, vacations, among others). 
 
The PRC discussion included but was not limited to the following items: 

• Clarifying that there will be additional County-owned park property after the property 
exchange occurs with APS. 

• Confirming that there is currently seating for tennis and field spectators that will be 
preserved as part of the County property.  The division line occurs between properties 
through a mutually-shared sidewalk. 

• Confirming the outdoor basketball court within the park property next to the tennis 
courts is not for scheduled use currently.  It is a shared amenity for both APS and the 
County. 

• Staff clarified that Fleet Elementary School is built on County property, and there is a deed 
of ground lease, where the County is the landlord for APS.  The Reed-Westover building is 
the reverse where APS is the owner and the County leases.  

• Staff clarified that if there is a major capital investment or maintenance, there is more 
opportunities for easements (for example, with Long Branch Elementary School, there is 
Fillmore Park behind it).  

 
 
Information Item on Potential Park Renaming(s) [Diane Probus, DPR; Robin Stombler and 
Portia Clark, Green Valley Civic Association] 
 

1. Shirlington Park to Green Valley Park 
2. Nauck Town Square to John Robinson Town Square 

 
Diane Probus, DPR, as well as Robin Stombler and Portia Clark, Green Valley Civic Association 
(GVCA) provided a presentation on the information item associated with potential park renaming 
items for Shirlington Park and Nauck Town Square to Green Valley Park and John Robinson Town 
Square respectively. 
 
The PRC discussion included but was not limited to the following items: 

• PRC Chair Ross reminded the Commission what their specific roles were when reviewing 
the park renaming requests. 

• The PRC is supportive of maintaining the name for Jennie Dean Park. 
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• A commissioner asked about the history of the Green Valley Civic Association name.  
• Clarifying that there may have been some previous reference to Shirley Highway and the 

community of Shirlington.  There was a question of whether the historic provenance of 
Shirlington is based on someone that did not live in the Arlington community. 

• A commissioner asked what does the Shirlington Civic Association think about this 
change?  A GVCA representative clarified that no official response has been provided by 
the Shirlington Civic Association. 

• PRC Chair Ross clarified that the eventual renovation of Shirlington Park is currently 
included within the County Board-adopted, Fiscal Year 2019-2028 Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP) funding in the out years. 

• PRC Chair Ross also acknowledged that there is an ensuing review process by the 
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) and the Historical Affairs 
Landmark Review Board (HALRB), as well as review by the area civic associations. 

• A commissioner asked how many people were surveyed and what was the percentage of 
individuals who supported the name change(s).  A GVCA representative responded that 
there were approximately 400 or so respondents, on the electronic portion about 22-24 
percent response rate, and the majority opinion was put forward. 

• A commissioner asked about the nature of the literature that was put forward.  A GVCA 
representative responded that the information provided originated from the Black 
History Museum, books that were written by people in the Green Valley community, 
interviews that were done decades ago where historic references to these sites were 
made, among other references.   

• A commissioner asked if John Robinson Jr. has family still living in the area?  A GVCA 
representative confirmed that there is still family residing within the Green Valley 
community.  There was a former County Board member who lead an initiative to provide 
an official marker within the Nauck Town Square in memory of John Robinson Jr. 

 
 
Tentative Dates for 2020 Park and Recreation Commission Meetings [Marco Rivero, DPR] 
 
PRC Staff Liaison, Marco Rivero, DPR clarified that meetings will emanate from 2100 Clarendon 
Boulevard, Cherry/Dogwood Rooms (Lobby Level), unless otherwise specified.  Meetings will 
begin at 7 p.m.  The draft 2020 PRC schedule was presented to the Commission.  Mr. Rivero 
mentioned that much coordination was done to ensure that PRC meeting dates did not conflict 
(for the most part) with County Board Recessed Meeting dates. 
 
The PRC discussion included but was not limited to the following items: 

• PRC Chair Ross also clarified that there may be a possible joint meeting with the 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) and the Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC) in April 
2020. 

• A Commissioner requested that staff review the meeting dates for January, May, and 
November, and December 2020, since there may be conflicts with preceding or ensuing 
County holidays. 

 
 
PRC Chair’s List of PRC Assignments to Projects and Initial Discussion of the 2020 Plan of 
Action for the Parks and Recreation Commission [Bill Ross, Chair] 
 
PRC Chair Ross led a discussion on the list of PRC assignments to projects and the initial 
discussion of the PRC 2020 Plan of Action. 
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The PRC discussion included but was not limited to the following items: 
• Ex Officio Member, Commissioner Collins provided a brief update on the Vision Zero 

initiative. 
• Ex Officio Member, APS acting, staff liaison, Steven Bernheisel clarified that Jim Meikle will 

no longer be serving in the role of APS staff liaison to the PRC.  Instead, the primary APS 
staff contact will be Gerald Brandt, with Steven Bernheisel serving as a backup.  

• Other discussion items on possible areas for PRC participation were raised for inclusion 
within the PRC assignments list. 

• A Commissioner asked if the Destination 2027 initiative has an associated group or 
designated PRC contact.  A Commissioner stated that there is continuing County review of 
this initiative to see what the next steps should be. 

• PRC Chair Ross clarified that the 2020 Plan of Action includes (but is not limited to): The 
Long Bridge Fees follow up, overall DPR/County budget questions, review of SPRC 
projects, CIP considerations, among others. 

• A Commissioner requested that the PRC review the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) 
alongside the CIP related projects to see what initiatives/projects may take priority.  PRC 
Vice Chair Howell seconded this approach, there are also other plans/initiatives to 
consider as well, including biophilic projects/initiatives, the new Community Energy Plan, 
among others. 

 
 
Staff Report 
 
Mr. Rivero provided the PRC staff report and announced the County Board’s approval two site 
plan projects, Metropolitan Park 6, 7/8 and Crystal Houses which contain public space 
components.  Mr. Rivero also announced that he will be on paternity leave beginning in January 
2020 and will be returning for the February 2020 meeting.   
 
2019 Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award 

• Nominations are now being accepted for the 2019 Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award 
• Award nomination details + application form available on web: 

https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees/bill-thomas-outstanding-park-
service-volunteer-award/  

 
4MRV – Jennie Dean Park: 
On November 16 the County Board approved the construction manager at risk (CMAR) contract 
for the project as well as several land use actions necessary for us to build the park. Two 
engagement opportunities were held on November 21 and 23 to share and solicit feedback on the 
final design of the park. The engagement materials can also be viewed on the project webpage.  
Staff and consultants will now work with the CMAR to develop the construction documents and 
obtain all necessary regulatory permits to start construction on the park. Construction is 
anticipated to start in the first or second quarter of 2020 and last approximately 14 months.  
 
705 31st Street South (adjacent to Fort Scott Park): 

• Begin termination of utility services (Ongoing) 
 
Athletic and Facility Services Division (AFS) Update: 

• In an effort to minimize the impact on the pickleball community, drop-in will now be 
available at Carver Community Center during the annual Saturday Morning Basketball 
program held at Thomas Jefferson Community Center from December through Mid-March 

https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees/bill-thomas-outstanding-park-service-volunteer-award/
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/support-trees/bill-thomas-outstanding-park-service-volunteer-award/
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from 8am-2pm.  Additionally, in an effort to diversify pickleball drop-in times evening 
drop-in has been added on Thursdays from 6pm-9pm at Carver Community Center. 

 
Ballston Pond Retrofit/Beaver Pond Park Improvements - No Change 

• Next steps are to complete permitting and then to obtain construction bids.   
o Summer/Fall 2019 – Permitting 
o Winter/Spring 2020 – Procurement 
o Summer/Fall 2020 – Begin construction 

 
Benjamin Banneker Park Improvements: 

• MOT detour sign boards have been placed around park and unveiled.  Detour route laid 
out December 3-4 for bicycle/pedestrian crossing at Sycamore St.  

• Park amenities officially closed December 3.  
• Tree protection and root prune in place, reviewed by Urban forester December 3. 
• LOD fencing going up on site December 2 week. 
• Contractor submitting submittals and RFI (Ongoing) 

 
Bluemont Park – No Updates: 

• Invasive plant removal has resumed for the fall (NC project) and additional trees will be 
planted December 2019.  

• On 6/15/2019, DPR team members and volunteers from County Manager’s Office (CMO) 
attended the Arlington County Tennis Association (ACTA) semi-finals to canvas attendees 
about how they currently use Bluemont Park and its amenities especially its tennis courts.  
Canvassed at Virginia Highlands Park, Yorktown High School and Bluemont Park. 

• Project page created.  https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/upper-bluemont-project/    
• The public was invited to share their experiences at Bluemont via an online questionnaire 

and in-person canvassing at the 2019 Arlington County Fair, parks and tennis courts 
around the area. The online feedback tool accepted responses through August 31 and the 
results  will be used to help plan upcoming outreach efforts. 

• Learn about the Upper Bluemont Conceptual Design Project, the project’s scope, the 
existing conditions in the area we will be designing.  Community input was gathered at the 
Project Kickoff Meeting, which occurred on Tuesday, October 29th at Ashlawn Elementary 
School. 

• The second community meeting to present draft design concepts will emanate during 
Winter 2020.   

 
Dorothy Hamm Middle School (formerly H-B Woodlawn Secondary School and location of 
the former Stratford Program, now Eunice Shriver Program) 

• APS is making progress on completing renovation of the existing school building during 
evening hours, but they plan to complete complicated renovation projects during the 
winter break when the building is not occupied.  

• Work on the addition is progressing and completion is estimated in April/May 2020.   
• The athletic field behind the school is completed and is being used by students for soccer 

practice.  
• For additional details on the status of the project see Dorothy Hamm MS where APS posts 

construction updates.   
 

Edison Park (Neighborhood Conservation project) 
The project scope was approved by the County Board as part of the Neighborhood Conservation 
bundle in November 2018.  The project was presented to the Arlington Forest Civic Association at 
their April 24th meeting for a vote. The project was approved, and the project has been approved 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/upper-bluemont-project/
http://arlingtoncountyfair.us/
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/09/Bluemont-Questionnaire-9-3-19-WITHOUT-Names.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2019/09/Bluemont-Questionnaire-9-3-19-WITHOUT-Names.pdf
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/upper-bluemont-project/
https://www.apsva.us/design-and-construction/dorothy-hamm-middle-school/
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by DES for an LDA permit and has been posted on the EVa (Virginia’s eProcurement Portal) 
website for bid. 
 
Education Center Building Reuse:  

• APS completed the demolition of the building interior.   
• Date for the start of full construction of the renovations has not been determined. 

 
Gunston Park Enclosed Athletic Facility Renovation: 
This Parks Maintenance Capital project will replace the existing athletic facility (bubble) with a 
new framed fabric structure. The project includes site circulation, electrical & lighting, heating, 
drainage, stormwater management and landscaping. No new amenities are planned for this 
project. 

• Open House scheduled for December 17th at the bubble. 
 
Henry Clay Park: 
Excavation for the storm water lines and walkways ongoing. 
 
Long Bridge Park Aquatic Center: 
Concrete pours for the walls in the 50 Meter pool are complete. Plumbing in the leisure pool is 
under way.  The Esplanade Gabion Basket wall is moving fast. The wall height is 10’ and run from 
the south end of the park to the new building. Underground utilities are underway. 

• Tree replacement reforestation planting scheduled for Spring 2020. 
 

Lubber Run Community Center: 
• Lane closure on George Mason continues while sidewalk-widening work takes place. 
• MCN continues fire suppression equipment installation. 
• Playground equipment has been marked and with locations reviewed for safety. 
• Mechanical equipment installation continues. 

 
Lubber Run Park: 
A project to replace the northernmost bridge, which crosses the stream west of the new Lubber 
Run Community Center, has reached the following milestones: 

• The bridge submittals have been received from the Contractor and are being reviewed 
and revised for compliance with the construction plans and specifications.  

• Construction of new bridge anticipated for spring 2020. 
 

Madison Manor Park: 
• Park construction is proceeding 
• Sod has been placed in the combination field 
• Concrete and asphalt work is proceeding as scheduled 
• The Pavilion and Playground equipment will be installed at the beginning of 2020 
• The park is anticipated to open in the second quarter of 2020 
 

Marcey Road Park: 
Renovation to include replacement of the tennis and basketball courts, replace lighting, replace 
picnic shelter, reconfigure parking, provide ADA circulation, new site furnishings, drainage and 
stormwater management, and landscaping.   

• First Community meeting held on October 3rd. 
• Second community meeting scheduled for December 12th.  

 
Mosaic Park: 
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• Anticipate construction completion 2nd Quarter 2020 
• Since this spring: 

o Demolition completed 
o On-going underground utility work within the Park 
o Interactive water feature piping and related pump room work 
o Site lighting wiring and foundation work 
o On-going site grading  

 
Nauck Town Center: 
Ardent continues to install the communication duct bank.  Awaiting resubmittals from Ardent per 
DPR submissions.  There will be a meeting to discuss the bench design for the project. 
 
Oakland Park: 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony held on Saturday, December 7, 2019.  Once the benches are received, 
they will be installed on/or after December 31, 2019.    
 
RHP+ – No Change: 
Wilson School site has opened. Some construction is still ongoing. Penzance continues demolition 
and excavation of the Rosslyn Highlands Park, Fire Station #10 and 1555 Wilson Blvd site. The 
Fire Station is anticipated to be completed summer 2021. The park is anticipated to be completed 
by the end of 2021. Construction documents are currently being prepared for the playground (on 
the APAH Queens Court Site) which will start construction in 2021. APAH started construction on 
their Queens Court property in mid-April.   
 
Towers Park Playground Renovations – No Change: 
Following the civic engagement process at the “consult” level through design development, 
including two public meetings in April and June and the associated online surveys, this project is 
in the stage of construction documents and targeting for permit submission by the end of 
November. 
 
Site Plan Review: 
 
SP #13 Crystal Houses Major Site Plan Amendment – 1900 S Eads Street  

• The final site plan was heard by the Planning Commission on December 4th and approved. 
• The County Board will consider the final site plan on December 14.      

   
SP #53: 1401 Lee Highway – Key Bridge Marriott 

• The applicant, KBLH, LLC, proposes a major site plan amendment to partially demolish 
and renovate the existing hotel and construct two new residential buildings. 
Additional Details: 

o 334,821 sq. ft. residential building with 151 condominiums units. 
o 301,732 sq. ft. residential building with 300 apartment units. 
o Modifications of use for the parking ratio, bonus density and others. 

• Applicant is proposing an open space area along northern tract of the site being the 
proposed Esplanade and to the east as well along with a proposed dog run within the 
western portion of the site. 

• The Long-Range Planning Committee (LRPC) met in September and October of 2019 for 
this project. 

• The Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) met on November 21, 2019 where site 
design/characteristics and building architecture were discussed in detail.  
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SP #56 and SP #421: 1851 S. Bell St. – 1900 Crystal Drive 
• The new site plan area of 158,767 sq. ft. (3.64 acres) is bounded by 18th Street South to 

the north, Crystal Drive to the east, 20th Street South to the south, and South Bell Street to 
the west. 

• CESC Mall Land LLC (“the applicant”) proposes to remove site area from Site Plan #56, 
rezone portions of the property from the C-O to the C-O-Crystal City district, and construct 
two new mixed-use towers and interior, “mid-block” ground-level retail under a new Site 
Plan (SP #421). 

• Additional details include: 
o Total gross floor area (GFA) of 799,871 sq. ft. 
o 759,519 sq. ft. of residential (790 units total) 
o 40,352 sq. ft. of retail 
o Two (2) residential towers with ground floor retail; South Tower (443 units; 27 

stories) and North Tower (347 units; 26 stories) 
o New interior streets 
o Ground-level mid-block retail 
o 1,753 parking spaces (entire block) 
o 553 residential spaces (0.7 per unit) 
o Additional density for LEED Silver certification 
o Total floor area ratio (FAR) of 5 FAR 

• The Long-Range Planning Committee (LRPC) held a meeting on September 19, 2019 for 
this project.  There is a public space component to this area which envisions a 74,200 sq. 
ft. public park space (Center Park) which is specified within the County Board adopted 
Crystal City Sector Plan (CCSP). 

• The Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) met on October 29, 2019 where land use/zoning, 
site design/characteristics, and building architecture were discussed in detail.  The 
November 14, 2019 meeting will discuss transportation.  Prior to the 11/14 meeting, 
there will be a site tour of 1900 Crystal Drive commencing at 6 p.m. with the meeting 
following at 7 p.m. (meeting location: 251 18th Street South, First Floor Conference 
Center). 

• The third SPRC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 19th and this meeting will 
conclude the discussion on the LRPC’s review of the J-K Block Plan.  The SPRC discussion 
will focus on open space/landscaping, community benefits and site improvements, as well 
as phasing and construction. 
 

SP #72: Harris Teeter Site/American Service Center and Harris Teeter Public Space 
• Went before the Planning Commission and County Board in November and it was 

approved. 
 

SP #105 Phased Development Site Plan (PDSP) Amendment: Metropolitan Park 6-8 (Block 3 of 
PDSP) – 1400 S. Eads St. and 501 15th St. S. 

• The applicant, JBG Smith, is requesting three (3) changes to the Pentagon City Phased 
Development  

• Site Plan (PDSP). All changes proposed are for the development of the last phases (Phases 
6, and a combined Phase 7 and 8) for Parcel 3 of the Pentagon City PDSP, also known as 
Metropolitan Park:  
1. Change the principal use from residential to office, with ground floor retail;  
2. Alter the PDSP height regulations to permit two additional office buildings of up to 22 

stories;  
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3. Delete 1,403 unbuilt dwelling units that are allocated to Parcel 3 (Metropolitan Park) 
and allocate approximately 2,082,566 square feet of office use and 44,051 square feet 
of additional retail use to Parcel 3 (Metropolitan Park).   

• In addition to the PDSP amendment requests, the applicant is also requesting a Master 
Transportation Plan (MTP) amendment to revise the internal street network within 
Parcel 3 (Metropolitan Park) by deleting a portion of 14th Road S., which was intended to 
be an internal service road for Phases 7 and 8.   

• The Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) held their third meeting on Monday, October 14, 
2019 with the discussion focusing on changes from previous meetings/responses to 
previous comments and questions, construction issues, phasing, vehicle staging, parking, 
and routing, pedestrian access during construction, a community liaison and site plan 
mitigation.  

• This project is anticipated to have significant public space considerations that were 
discussed at the Monday, September 23, 2019 SPRC meeting.  The applicant will commit 
to approximately $14+ million for the design and construction of the Metropolitan Park 
and maintenance of the park will be funded in perpetuity.  

• This project was considered by the Planning Commission on Monday, December 2nd, and 
the County Board will consider this item on their Regular Agenda, Saturday, December 
14th. 

• A post-approval public space, master planning process is anticipated.      
 

2134 N. Taylor St. - Artis Senior Living 
• Artis Senior Living of Arlington, LLC, proposes a rezoning and a new major site plan to 

demolish the existing vacant single-family homes and build a senior living facility. 
• Rezoning of all 9 parcels from various RA zones to RA8-18 (multiple-family dwelling 

district) 
• Construction of a 6-story 175-unit general assisted living facility with 80 memory care 

units and 95 assisted living units (new site plan) 
• 109 proposed parking spaces to be located in partially below-grade parking garage (0.62 

spaces per unit) 
• Requested modifications of Zoning Ordinance requirements for front setbacks and lot 

coverage 
• Future public open space on the corner of Lee Highway and North Taylor Street. 

 
Urban Forestry Office Updates: 

• Tree maintenance requests are slowing down, and tree crew staff is catching up to work. 
• Urban Forestry staff is meeting with DES staff to continue to improve the Chesapeake Bay 

Preservation Ordinance Guidance Manual to understand how to work with forested plots, 
and to maximize conservation of trees. 

• Urban Forestry is continuing to share information on oak decline with residents: 
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/oak-decline/ 

• Christina DeMariano has accepted the position of Urban Forester, replacing Laura Hassell. 
• Planting of County trees is underway. 
• Notable tree application deadline has passed, and applications are being reviewed. 
• Tree Canopy Fund Grant applications are being accepted now until Dec. 20. 

 
 
Commission Member Reports 
 

• 26th Street North and Old Dominion Drive Site Master Planning Task Force (David Howell) 

https://www.ecoactionarlington.org/community-programs/trees/tree-canopy-fund-application-for-spring2020/
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• On Tuesday, December 10, the County Board held a work session on the 26/OD Task 
Force Final Report, which had been delivered to the board in April. Noah Simon, task 
force chair, provided a comprehensive presentation on the process, site 
characteristics, alternative design options, task force deliberations, 
recommendations and additional concerns and out-of-charge recommendations and 
concerns. Board members asked questions and will consider future steps in the new 
year. 
 

• 55+ (Dean Foster) 
• The 55+ sports and fitness committee reviewed and accepted the new DPR Inclement 

weather delay and closing policy updated November 1, 2019 for fitness classes and 
activities. In 2020, the 55+ Guide will change from being a bimonthly publication to 
a quarterly schedule. The class registrations and length of class sessions will likewise 
change to quarterly. This will allow for more advance planning for the Guide and 
classes as offerings have greatly increased. In addition to the many festive senior 
activities available for the holidays, the 55+ group will ring in (early) the New Year 
with a NYE party on December 31 at Celtic House on Columbia Pike. 
 

• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 
• No Issues in this reporting period.  Phase 1 construction on will begin 2nd quarter of 

2020. This is work on the Foreign Service Institute / Fire pit side of the park.   
 

• APS (Jim Meikle) 
• Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award (Julie Mullen/Neal Hunter) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• Crystal City Citizen Review Council (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Four Mile Run Joint Task Force (David Howell) 

• No Updates 
 

• Four Mile Run Valley Arts and Industry District Advisory Committee (Leo Sarli) 
• Dec. 09,  2019 A County Manager task group assigned to provide feedback for the 

4MRV Arts & Industry Sector. The first meeting focused on establishing metrics and 
criteria for assessing the different options, yet to be presented. 

 
• Gulf Branch Stream Restoration (Colt Gregory/Duke Banks) 

• No issues in this reporting period 
• Future Schedule: Concept Design meeting proposed for Spring of 2020, Final Design 

2021, followed by procurement and construction 2022-2024. 
 

• Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 Update (Colt Gregory) 
• Key update points:  On November 16 the County Board approved the construction 

contract for the project.   
• Finalized plans: Pedestrian bridge will parallel Shirlington Road creating park 

access crossing 4MR from S. Arlington Mill Road; Playground will be located on 27th 
side of Park;  

• Schedule: Construction proposed to begin 1st Qtr. 2020. 
 

• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 
• As JFAC continues in advance planning for producing a Joint Facilities Master Plan, it 

will be important for PRC to engage in these planning  and associated public 
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engagement processes, to make sure that this Plan is coordinated with the principles 
and priorities of the PSMP.   
 

• Long Bridge Park Advisory Committee (Bill Ross) 
• On 12/10 this group was shown a proposed fee schedule for the new aquatics center, 

which will be evaluated by the County Board this Spring.  We also received an update 
on construction progress from Erik Beech of DPR.  Finally, there was a discussion by 
the project architect who was seeking feedback on a series of updated and new 
wayfinding and education signs for Long Bridge Park.   
 

• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Howell/Mullen) 
• From Commissioner Gregory: 

- Provided presentation from Sarah Archer on progress of invasive management 
plan.  The County tracks the infestation level in each of our 7 natural resource 
conservation areas.  A new invasive plant (Bush Killer) was discovered at 
Alcova Heights park. 

- The Integrated Natural Resource and Urban Forest Master Plan is the vendor 
selection review process.  May be a kickoff in February.  Plan development is 
estimated to be an 18-month process. 

- Arlington County staff is developing a resolution for County Board 
consideration on Biophilic Cities project. 
 

• From Commissioner Howell: 
- The December NRJAG included a presentation by Sarah Archer, of DPR’s 

Natural Resources Unit, on Arlington’s invasive species mitigation/eradication 
programs, activities, and results. Sarah has been the key staff person on these 
programs for several years. December 6 was her last day with the county, and 
NRJAG recognized her for her service at the meeting. David Farner provided a 
staff update on the Integrated Natural Resources and Urban Forestry Master 
Plan. The support contract is in the procurement process and is expected to be 
in place for a February start. 

 
• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Angelo Collins) 
• Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) (Neal Hunter) 
• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen)   

• No Updates 
 

• Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) Advisory Committee (Bill Ross/Sergio Enriquez) 
• On 12/9 we received a presentation from Peter Lusk of DPR on a process for 

evaluating availability of playing fields.  This would be the first step in moving 
toward an improved model for evaluating and measuring field allocation and field 
utilization.  On 12/17, the County Board is scheduled to make a proclamation 
declaring that Arlington is joining the Biophilic Cities Network.  Follow-up steps for 
beginning to implement biophilic will be planned for 2020.  DPR is also in the process 
of hiring a consultant to help guide the planning for updating of the Natural 
Resources and Urban Forestry Master Plans.  Finally, DPR is preparing to work with 
CPHD in updating for zoning that affects the planning and development of County 
parks.   
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) (Sergio Enriquez) 
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• The Arlington Career Center (ACC) BLPC and PFRC met last on December 3rd. 
During that meeting, the groups discussed initial design concept development of the 
new school (see https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/191203-
BLPCPFRC-Meeting_6_Final.pdf for the presentation slides).  To start the December 
3rd meeting, the groups recapped the bus and car pick-up/drop-off elements to the 
project. This recap led into discussions about potential parking options for the 
school. There were three options offered: 

 
1. No structured parking and accessible parking spaces only provided onsite 
2. A one-level 225 to 250 space, below-grade parking structure 
3. A two-level 450 to 500 space, below-grade parking structure 
* Other parking solutions can also be considered as they may emerge during 

Concept Design* 
 
The groups will continue to work on concept designs in the upcoming meeting on 
Wednesday December 18th. For more information about the project, please visit 
the Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) - Advisory Groups & Commissions.  

 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

• 1900 S. Eads St. – Crystal Houses (Bill Ross) 
- PRC spoke before the Planning Commission on behalf of the Corner Park (Fern 

Street) and a linear park on Eads street side of the Crystal Houses property.  
PRC supported park designs that encouraged public visibility and use of this 
privately-owned space. Support included public signage and inviting 
entrances. Encouraged retention of large trees.  Recommended the types of 
trees in the proposed urban orchard be reviewed and approved by staff. 

- On 12/14 the County Board approved the site plan which calls for the 
development of two urban parks in this super block.  The major open space 
issues discussed at the final meeting involved the amount of surface parking to 
remain (and the implications for open space, urban design and access for park 
users, and the proposed fruit orchard for the corner park, where rodent issues 
arose from the neighbors.  A site condition to review the appropriate types of 
fruit trees and ensure maintenance at the orchard, was agreed to.   
 

• Artis Senior Living (David Howell) 
- The first SPRC for a new development, Artis Senior Living, 2134 North Taylor 

St—facing Lee Highway—was held on December 12. This is consolidation of 9 
parcels to create a 175 unit assisted living facility, with 80 memory care units, 
by Artis Senior Living. The private company has several other local senior care 
facilities in the region. While the site has a small number of black walnut trees, 
most if not all will not be retained because of their location on the site, and 
much of the site has significant invasive plants and low-value trees. Discussion 
included a range of topics on the standard SPRC agenda, but focused 
particularly on energy savings initiatives, impacts on surrounding properties 
(visual and stormwater) and the open space planning. Artis and development 
team members had already consulted extensively with neighborhood 
associations and were receptive to suggestions and concerns offered by SPRC 
participants.  The next SPRC is on January 6. 
 

• Key Bridge Marriott (Leo Sarli)  

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.apsva.us%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F12%2F191203-BLPCPFRC-Meeting_6_Final.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca573eb9b6b8140fc24dc08d7823e94d2%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C637121077619347771&sdata=dASbO3tlCLZrCbXf8llPy0RMPFmDFZ6fKeB7d8qLG7U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.apsva.us%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F12%2F191203-BLPCPFRC-Meeting_6_Final.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca573eb9b6b8140fc24dc08d7823e94d2%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C637121077619347771&sdata=dASbO3tlCLZrCbXf8llPy0RMPFmDFZ6fKeB7d8qLG7U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommissions.arlingtonva.us%2Fplanning-commission%2Fpublic-facilities-review-committee-pfrc%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7Ca573eb9b6b8140fc24dc08d7823e94d2%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C637121077619357764&sdata=LK9TZp79vSBaiq%2B0gxK5gjnI%2Fddt0Ntqwk0fsBivdEI%3D&reserved=0
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- (From Commissioner Sarli) The path/connection along the north side of the 
site remains and functions as a fire lane. There remains concern about the 
impact on the ravine/RPA due to construction, shade, etc. The next meeting is 
December 16, will provide an update on the Dec 17th PRC. 
 

- (From PRC Chair Ross) The SPRC process continues.  Some proposed PRC 
priorities for this site may include: 

• Improved pedestrian connections through and around the site--
notably on the river side of the site.   

• Support of connections and walkability in this part of Rosslyn and 
support designs that enhance opportunities for better connections to 
the river.   

• Support protection and improvement of the RPA area on the 
National Park Service property. We have concerns about the impact 
of building a large residence so close to the property boundaries and 
on the RPA.  Care and improvement of this heretofore ignored 
natural area will greatly enhance the experience of the residents of 
this property.   

• Given the large square footage of built up and impermeable space 
being proposed for this site and the proximity of the river, it is 
important that biophilic design concepts be incorporated into the 
building and landscape architectural designs. 

• Supporting the concept of proposals for a dog walk area at the site.   
• Acknowledging the by-right status of this project, we want to stress 

the importance of Gateway park as a great recreational benefit to 
residents at the new residential/hotel complexes.  It also will provide 
a key pedestrian connection between the site area and the rest of 
Rosslyn.  We would hope that the applicant consider assistance for 
the planning and development of the park.     

 
• PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Metropolitan Park 6, 7, 8 – National Landing (Shruti Kuppa/Bill Ross) 

- On 12/14 the County Board approved the site plan which calls for extensive 
expansion of the current park.  A public planning process, directed by DPR will 
guide the design of the expanded park and the private plaza open spaces.  The 
designs for the new building towers call for several biophilic design amenities.   
 

• Block J/K Crystal City (Colt Gregory/Bill Ross) 
- Upcoming meeting Dec 19 on 1) connections and stairs (grand staircase) to 

Center Park and 2) trees/landscaping. 
 

• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 
• No Updates 

 
• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 

• The ASC met November 25, 2019.  After introducing new members, the ASC discussed 
allowing Arlington Travel Baseball’s request to extend its affiliation to include U13 
and U14 travel teams.  ATB made the same request a year ago which DPR rejected 
because another program has a program covering the same age groups.  However, in 
the last year ATB has rented field space from DPR for teams consisting of nearly all 
Arlington residents.  Although some concerns were expressed regarding diluting 
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competitive baseball teams at those age groups, the sense of the ASC seemed to be 
supportive of ATB’s request because it is clearly serving the community.  DPR 
provided a brief on current status of the Field Fund.  The Field Fund collects fees 
from the affiliated field users which are then allocated to rectangular or diamond 
field affiliates to pay for field amenities.  Recently, the baseball users used field funds, 
along with private donations and schedule capital maintenance funds, to turf a 
diamond field at Gunston.  The TJ upper field will be turfed with funds collected from 
the rectangular field users.  The ASC and DPR are discussing the future of the Field 
Fund.  In general, the discussion appears to be whether to maintain the current 
status versus using the funds to recompense the County for flied maintenance.  If 
there is a change, the affiliates would want the funds to be additive to current 
maintenance funds and not merely absorbed into current budgeting.  DPR presented 
a new fields calendar website providing the community more timely and accurate 
information on field use and users.  The ASC also discussed the schedule for the 
updating project for Jennie Dean park. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• Two significant new topics were on the November UFC agenda. One was the problem 

of mountain biking in Arlington’s parks, a fairly recent practice that is very 
destructive to natural resources and counterproductive of the many county and 
volunteer efforts to protect and conserve those vulnerable spaces. The commission 
wrote a comprehensive letter to the board, issued last week. The other item was the 
product of extensive research and analysis by UFC members, particularly John Carey, 
to create a package of legislative proposals to protect Arlington’s tree canopy. This 
was also communicated to the board in a letter in early December. Both letters are 
available on the UFC web page. They are both recommended reading for PRC 
members. 
 

• Village at Shirlington Special Land Use Study (Dean Foster) 
• The LRPC committee studying the Village at Shirlington  GLUP met on December 11 

at the Shirlington library to review the parking utilization study. The parking study 
indicates that off street parking in the available parking garages is adequate but 
better utilization could be achieved with more obvious signage and direction to the 
garages and perhaps digital signage indicating how many spaces are available as 
suggested by the Shirlington Civic Association.  

• The LRPC also reviewed and discussed the community forum and online survey 
results from the community meeting held on November 20 at the WETA building. Of 
the 300 on line respondents and attendees, the top five functional/aesthetic 
considerations for preservation in the Village were: pedestrian walkability, outdoor 
dining, tree lined streets, access to parking garages and variety of shopping and 
retail experience. The full presentation of the results by county staff is available at 
the LRPC  website, meeting December 11, 2019. 64% of the respondents also thought 
limited height and density up to 2.5 FAR would be acceptable if the Village small 
town feel and characteristics were preserved. 

• The Green Valley Civic Association suggested the openness and flow of adjoining 
Arlington Mill Drive be considered and attention be paid to infrastructure. The 
association will be also be submitting requests for renaming the Shirlington Park 
which is on the northern side of the Arlington Mill Drive and does not adjoin the 
Village. 

 
• Vision Zero External Stakeholder Group (Angelo Collins) 
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Other Business  
 
No other business was discussed at the meeting. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 


	PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
	Meeting Minutes
	PRC Chair’s List of PRC Assignments to Projects and Initial Discussion of the 2020 Plan of Action for the Parks and Recreation Commission [Bill Ross, Chair]
	PRC Chair Ross led a discussion on the list of PRC assignments to projects and the initial discussion of the PRC 2020 Plan of Action.
	 Ex Officio Member, Commissioner Collins provided a brief update on the Vision Zero initiative.
	 Ex Officio Member, APS acting, staff liaison, Steven Bernheisel clarified that Jim Meikle will no longer be serving in the role of APS staff liaison to the PRC.  Instead, the primary APS staff contact will be Gerald Brandt, with Steven Bernheisel se...
	 Other discussion items on possible areas for PRC participation were raised for inclusion within the PRC assignments list.
	 A Commissioner asked if the Destination 2027 initiative has an associated group or designated PRC contact.  A Commissioner stated that there is continuing County review of this initiative to see what the next steps should be.
	 PRC Chair Ross clarified that the 2020 Plan of Action includes (but is not limited to): The Long Bridge Fees follow up, overall DPR/County budget questions, review of SPRC projects, CIP considerations, among others.
	 A Commissioner requested that the PRC review the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) alongside the CIP related projects to see what initiatives/projects may take priority.  PRC Vice Chair Howell seconded this approach, there are also other plans/initia...
	Staff Report
	Meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m.


