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ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 
 

July 9, 2020 
 

Honorable Libby Garvey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE:    2020 Capital Improvement Plan 
 
Dear Chair Garvey:  
 
Below are comments from the Park and Recreation Commission on the manager’s proposed 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). While we have not had a chance to meet formally on it, the 
letter reflects comments from commission members.   
 
We understand the current challenges, support the objectives of the one-year CIP proposal and 
appreciate that ongoing major Park and Recreation construction projects (Lubber Run, Long 
Bridge, Jennie Dean, and other parks) will proceed, and that Rosslyn Highlands Park funding 
will be completed through the 2020 bond. We also support the plans to continue funding for 
necessary replacement of park and field amenities and to replace bridges destroyed in July, 2019. 
The commission looks forward to future CIPs, where several deferred or planned projects, 
supported by the community, can receive necessary funding.  
 
Storm Water.  We note that the proposals for dealing with storm water challenges may be able 
ameliorate significant future damage to our parks, such as occurred last year. We view the 
manager’s proposal for a $4.8 million storm water land acquisition fund as an open space 
opportunity. Acquisition and design of sites to alleviate flooding could be augmented by creative 
natural landscaping and introduction of benches or other low-cost casual use amenities that can 
effectively provide small parks in our neighborhoods.  We believe that such an approach will 
follow stated county policies and world-wide practices to integrate storm water/flood control and 
park functionality. 
 
NOVA Parks Funding.  We note and support the continuing PAYGO funding for the Northern 
Virginia Regional Park Authority (NVRPA) of $629 thousand. The three parks operated by 
NVRPA in Arlington are invaluable resources for the community. However, in recent years we 
have seen proposals from NVRPA where the community did not feel that it was fully informed 
or consulted. As you know, the recent plan to expand the WO&D trail received numerous critical 
comments when its extent was revealed. We at the Park and Recreation Commission were not 
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aware of the project scope before it first came to the board last fall. We would like to recommend 
that the county seek a more transparent dialogue from NVRPA on their park planning and 
operational issues that may affect county residents.   
 
Land Acquisition.  Finally, for the subsequent CIP and budget cycles, we would like to raise the 
concept of an alternative way of thinking about land acquisition in the county. Understanding the 
emergency aspects of this year’s CIP, we note that for the second CIP cycle in a row, explicit 
funding for parks/open space is zeroed out. As you know, the PRC has pressed for dedicated 
funds in CIPs that would help facilitate purchases of land for open space and parks in accordance 
with stated county policies, notably the Public Spaces Master Plan. We believe that it is time for 
the county to establish a more consistent, dedicated mechanism that would establish a permanent 
and dynamically adjusting fund of money for the general purpose of land acquisition. Such a 
fund would be used as necessitated by community priorities for a variety of uses: parks and other 
county facilities, storm water, schools, etc. Future CIPs could possibly include a section on 
strategic land acquisitions that will lay out a schedule on land acquisition requirements needed to 
meet future citizen demands. We have had some valuable discussions within our commission 
concerning how such a mechanism might work. Ideas have included, among other things, a 
dedicated, separate land acquisition bond under the CIP or a dedicated item in the operational 
budget. We know that you have heard parallel thoughts from JFAC and we have broached the 
subject with FAAC members. PRC commissioners would be eager to help lead in discussions in 
this area.   
 
Thank you for letting us share our views. 
 
  

 

  

Sincerely, 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Greg Emanuel, Director, Department of Environmental Services 

Members, Fiscal Affairs Advisory Commission 
   


