
REPORTS 

Arlington County Historic Preservation Program                                               HALRB Meeting – July 22, 2020 

Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board 
Arlington County, Virginia 

 

HALRB Case 20-03A (HPCA20-00008) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A request by Henry and Ann Kelly, owners of 2210 North Nelson Street, to amend their approved CoA (20-03) to 

install an electric vehicle charging station at the front of the property. This amendment would modify the location 

where the charger will be installed on the property from the front yard to the side of the historic dwelling. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 
 
 

TO:  Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) 
  
FROM: Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 
 
DATE:  July 15, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: 2210 North Nelson Street, 20-03A, Maywood Neighborhood Historic District  
 
Background Information 
 
The dwelling at 2210 North Nelson Street in the Maywood Local Historic District was constructed before 
1915 and is listed as a contributing resource to the Maywood National Register Historic District. The 
Maywood National Register Nomination states: 
 

The two-bay-wide, wood-frame dwelling is clad in aluminum siding and has a front-gable 
roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. It has an L-shaped footprint. It has a one-story, four-bay, 
wood-frame front porch on square turned posts and two-over-two wood-sash windows. 
Other notable features include wide, overhanging eaves, aluminum-clad gable returns in 
the gable end, applied simulated louvered shutters, and a large rear addition.  

 
The HALRB has approved the following related Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA) for the property: 
 

1. CoA 20-03 for the installation of an electric vehicle charger south of the dwelling near the curb 
adjacent to North Nelson Street (February 2020). 

 
Proposal 
 
The applicants are asking to install an electric vehicle charger on the north elevation (not the primary 
elevation/façade) of the historic dwelling in the same location where utility boxes are clustered (see 
application for a photograph of the new proposed location). If this CoA amendment is approved, it would 
modify CoA 20-03, which approved the installation of the charger on an approximately 4’-tall cedar post 
near the public right-of-way (RoW). The owners have confirmed that their property extends to the curb 
and that there is no RoW/sidewalk easement on their property. The parcel does not have a driveway or a 
parking pad. The applicants park their car on the public street and need the charger to be in proximity to 
where they will be parking. The applicants propose to install the charger directly on the north side of their 
house, which is clad in non-historic aluminum siding.1 The charging cord will be long enough to extend 
from the house to the public street (North Nelson Street) where the applicants park their car. The charger 
                                                           
1 The applicants do not know whether there is historic wooden siding under the aluminum siding. However, there 
will be minimal impact to fabric under the aluminum siding as the only anticipated work is to possibly drill a small 
diameter hole through the wall to run cables to the electric vehicle charger. 
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is designed with a space to hang the charging wire and it will not interfere with any of the other 
utilities also installed on that wall of the house.  
 
DRC and HALRB Review 
 
Due to the public health crisis occasioned by the COVID-19 pandemic, the DRC has not been able to 
convene since the owners submitted their CoA application. This item therefore has been placed on the 
July 22, 2020, HALRB agenda as a discussion item without any additional consideration or 
recommendations by the DRC. 
 
Recommendation  
 
The Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff recommends approval of this modification request that 
will allow the applicants to install the electric vehicle charger on the north side of their house in the same 
area where utility boxes already are mounted (marked as “Location A” in the submitted plans). While 
such vehicle chargers are likely to become more common in Arlington neighborhoods, this application 
will serve as a model for future electric vehicle chargers in the Maywood Historic District. The HPP staff 
searched for policies in other municipalities in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area that deal with 
electric vehicle charging stations in local historic districts and only found information on one such policy 
in Frederick, Maryland. In this case, there is no direct reference to electric vehicle charging infrastructure 
in municipal code, but it is the City of Frederick Historic Preservation Program’s policy to review such 
infrastructure according to the same guidelines used for other exterior site elements.2 
 
Although it is not typically appropriate to locate site elements at the front portion of Maywood dwellings, 
this parcel has several unusual constraints discussed above that make it necessary to consider the front of 
the dwelling as an appropriate location; namely there is no RoW easement, driveway, or parking pad. 
Furthermore, the scale of this site element is similar to that of a mailbox (a design feature exempt from 
HALRB review) and will be mounted on non-historic siding on a non-primary elevation that has low 
visibility from the RoW rather than as a free-standing element in the landscape. For these reasons, the 
HPP staff finds that the proposed installation is appropriate for the Maywood Historic District and 
complies with Chapter 7: Site Elements of the Maywood Design Guidelines.   
 

                                                           
2 For more information, please visit: https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-
Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=  

https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
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