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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
July 28, 2020 

 
*Due to the County-wide precautions taken during the COVID-19 pandemic, the July 28, 2020 
Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting was held virtually via a Microsoft Teams 
meeting. 
 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair 
Duke Banks 
Jill Barker 
Gerald Brandt (Ex Officio, APS Staff Liaison) 
Sergio Enriquez, Vice Chair 
Steve Finn 
Dean Foster 
Ryan Gormley, Student Member 
Colt Gregory 
David Howell 
Neal Hunter 
Cindy Krech 
Shruti Kuppa 
Mark Lincoln 
Julie Mullen 
 
Guests:  
Christa Abbott 
Thora Colot 
Toby McIntosh 
Kathleen McSweeney 
Gary Putnam 
Julia Young 
Peter Zirnite 
 
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner, PRC Staff Liaison  
Diane Probus, Associate Planner, DPR 
Jerusalem Solomon, Communications Specialist, DPR 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Michael Grace 
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Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 
PRC Chair, Bill Ross provided a brief introduction to the virtual meeting format and process 
moving forward. Chair Ross introduced a newly appointed PRC member, Jill Barker. 
Commissioner Barker provided a brief introduction to the Commission. The Commission 
considered their January 28, 2020 and February 27, 2020 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) 
meeting minutes. With no objections, the Commission approved the minutes as presented. 
 
 
Public Comment 
 

• Ms. Christa Abbott, Lyon Park resident spoke about the renaming to Henry Clay Park to 
Zitkala-Sa (Red Bird) Park and how at a community meeting there were issues brought up 
by community members about the park’s potential renaming.  Ms. Abbott stated that 
renaming the park would be an opportunity to honor a person who lived within the 
County and provided significant contributions.  
 

• Ms. Kathleen McSweeney, Lyon Park resident spoke on behalf of the Henry Clay Park 
potential park renaming. Ms. McSweeney supports including educational panels to the 
park that provide history of Zitkala-Sa and Henry Clay School. Ms. McSweeney supports a 
revision of the park construction plan to include panels. 

 
• Ms. Julia Young is a professional historian and spoke in support of the potential renaming 

of Henry Clay Park. 
 

• Mr. Gary Putnam stated that he lives in Zitkala-Sa’s Arlington home and supports the 
renaming of Henry Clay Park. Mr. Putnam also spoke about Zitkala-Sa’s contributions to 
the community.  

 
 
Agenda Items 
 
2019 Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award 
 
PRC Commissioners Mullen and Hunter provided an overview of the 2019 Bill Thomas Park 
Volunteer Award nominees and recommendation for selection. Commissioner Mullen spoke 
about the three nominees considered. This year’s committee recommended that Ms. Elaine Mills, 
by unanimous opinion, be awarded the 2019 Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award. It was explained 
that Ms. Mills’ contributions were more overreaching and comprehensive in nature.  Ms. Mills is a 
master gardener and has participated in various educational opportunities throughout the 
County.  Commissioner Hunter reiterated the points provided by Commissioner Mullen and 
supported the committee’s recommendation. Commissioner Mullen suggested that the marketing 
and outreach efforts for advertising the award may be improved for next year. This would require 
further collaboration with DPR communications staff. 
 

• The motion to recommend Ms. Elaine Mills for the 2019 Bill Thomas Park Volunteer 
Award was moved by Commissioner Krech.  The PRC voted 11-0 in support of the motion. 
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Information Item for Potential Park Renaming – Henry Clay Park to Zitkala-Sa (Red Bird) 
Park 
 
Diane Probus, DPR, and Lyon Park Citizens Association (LPCA) representatives Toby McIntosh 
and Peter Zirnite discussed the potential park renaming.  Ms. Probus spoke about the park 
renaming review process and the initial steps for considering the proposed park name and 
application.  The goal is to highlight any potential issues and questions with the request so the 
review can proceed to the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) and the 
Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB). The adjacent civic associations (Ashton 
Heights Civic Association and Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association) should be contacted about 
this request and provided an opportunity for comment. 
 
Mr. Toby McIntosh of the Lyon Park Civic Association provided a brief introduction on the 
renaming request and explained the history of Zitkala-Sa and her relationship with Arlington 
County. Mr. McIntosh explained that her legacy and contributions were very important to the 
modern “red power” movement.  Zitkala-Sa was an important agent of change politically and 
within the Native American community. The LPCA also recommends educational stations 
throughout the park to share Zitkala-Sa’s history. 
 
Ms. Thora Colot, Lyon Park resident is also the NCAC representative for the community. She is 
currently working with the staff liaison to the NCAC to get the prospective renaming item on its 
agenda soon. Mr. Peter Zirnite, LCPA president, spoke about how he and the LPCA support the 
renaming proposal. 
 
Commissioner Comments included but were not limited to the following: 

• The Native American room at Gulf Branch Nature Center should also contain some history 
related to Zitkala-Sa and supports the renaming of the park. 

• Commissioners support for potential wayfinding/signage opportunities within the park. 
• One issue raised is the park should be renamed to “Zitkala-Sa Park” and not “Zitkala-Sa 

(Red Bird) Park”. This may be a confusing point as ‘red bird’ may also be associated with 
the Commonwealth of Virginia’s bird, the cardinal. Zitkala-Sa was her name and it should 
be used solely for the park’s new name; people should learn how to say it and recognize it. 

o Mr. McIntosh explained that he investigated the renaming of the park and will be 
looking for further guidance from the PRC and the other review committees on the 
proposed name consideration for the park. 

• Was there outreach with the Sioux Tribal members on Zitkala-Sa’s history and legacy? 
o Mr. Mcintosh stated that a Sioux linguist was consulted on the pronunciation of 

Zitkala-Sa’s name and other historical points. 
• There should be more historical information provided to change the name from Henry 

Clay Park to Zitkala-Sa Park, specifically related to the history of the park and school. 
• There were commissioners who would like to continue the conversations with staff and 

the community on signage, wayfinding, and the historical context of this request. 
 
 
PRC Member Reports 
 
PRC Chair Ross provided a quick summary of current projects and their progress. Commissioner 
Finn provided a quick update from the Sports Commission on when school sports may possibly 
begin again.   
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Other Business 
• Land Acquisition Fund 

 
PRC Chair Ross explained that there may be a more cohesive approach to review for land 
acquisition. The PRC has the more substantive background for pushing for and observing land 
acquisitions.  There may be other County groups that may be looking at this question from a more 
comprehensive perspective. There was discussion about having/proposing a specific land 
acquisition fund. Competition for land acquisition with other park related projects is difficult, 
because land acquisition is not a “real” item until land is acquired.  This may compete with 
improving existing parks and other community facilities. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
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