
REPORTS 

Arlington County Historic Preservation Program                                               HALRB Meeting – August 19, 2020 

Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board 
Arlington County, Virginia 

 
HALRB Case 20-13 (HPCA20-00038) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A request by the Fenwick Court Homeowners Association, owner of RPC# 11-006-082, to install a new streetlight on 
North Van Buren Court in between 2330 North Van Buren Court and Fenwick Court Commons. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 
 
 

TO:  Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) 
  
FROM: Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 
 
DATE:  August 12, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Fenwick Court Townhomes, 20-13, Eastman-Fenwick House Historic District  
 
Background Information 
 
The Arlington County Board designated the Eastman-Fenwick House, located at 6733 Lee Highway, as a 
local historic district on May 31, 1980. At the time, the designation encompassed 1.25 acres of land which 
included the historic 1876 house as well as a large stable and workshed in the rear of the property. In 
1993, a developer purchased the property and approached the County about constructing townhouses in 
the rear of the lot while preserving the historic Eastman-Fenwick House on a new, smaller lot. An 
agreement was reached to do so, and that same year the County Board approved the General Land Use 
Plan Amendment (GP231-92-1) and Rezoning (Z-2408-92-2) that allowed for the construction of the 
adjacent Fenwick Court Townhomes.  
 
Constructed in 1995, 19 of the 30 three-story townhouses comprising Fenwick Court are located within 
the boundaries of the Eastman-Fenwick House Historic District and require a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for all exterior changes. The boundaries of the district were not redrawn when the 
townhomes were built. At the time of their construction and ultimate approval by the HALRB via a CoA, 
the HALRB required that the townhomes’ massing, exterior elevations, architectural fixtures, detailing, 
and materials recall the Eastman-Fenwick House. 
 
The County Board approved design guidelines for the Fenwick Court Townhomes on September 20, 
2014. These Guidelines establish one set of design standards for all the townhomes and they give 
the HALRB and Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff consistent architectural standards to 
apply to the regulation of these townhomes within the historic district. 
 
Proposal 
 
The Fenwick Court Homeowners Association proposes to add one (1) additional streetlight next to unit 
2330 North Van Buren Court. This design matches the existing streetlights in the development. This 
location is immediately north of the Fenwick Court Commons. The light enclosure is made of cast 
aluminum, measures approximately nine feet in height, and the pole is 3” in diameter. 
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Design Review Committee Review 
 
Due to the public health crisis occasioned by the COVID-19 pandemic, the DRC has not been able to 
convene since the homeowner’s association submitted its CoA application. This item therefore has been 
placed on the August 19, 2020, HALRB agenda as a discussion item without any additional consideration 
or recommendations by the DRC. 
 
Recommendation  
 
The HPP staff recommends approval of the installation of the new streetlight as it will be an unobtrusive 
addition to the streetscape of the local historic district in an area characterized by non-contributing 
townhomes at the rear of the historic Eastman-Fenwick House. Furthermore, the proposal conforms with 
the intent of the Design Guidelines for the Fenwick Court Townhomes, Located within the Eastman-
Fenwick House Local Historic District in that it allows residents to make necessary adaptive changes to 
the 1995 development without compromising the architectural integrity of the historic Eastman-Fenwick 
House. 
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