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Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board 
Arlington County, Virginia 

HALRB Case 20-16 (HPCA20-00054)

A request by Thomas & Christina Gelson, owners of 2314 North Kenmore Street in the Maywood 

Historic District, for retroactive approval of an electric vehicle charging station at the front of the 
property.
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HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 

 

To:  HALRB 

From:   Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

Date:   September 10, 2020 

Subject:  2314 North Kenmore Street, CoA 20-16, Maywood Historic District 

Background Information 

This property is a Colonial Revival-inspired dwelling constructed ca. 1910. The Maywood National 

Register Nomination describes the house as follows: 

The wood frame dwelling sits on a solid stuccoed foundation and is capped by a front-

gabled roof with asphalt shingles. The dwelling, clad in asbestos shingles, measures four 

bays in width and features a two-bay porch on square posts, overhanging eaves, and six-

over-one wood-sash windows. Other details include molded wood surrounds, an exterior-

end brick chimney, and a molded wood cornice with gable-returns. The house is said to 

incorporate a circa 1908 house that was severely damaged by fire. 

The house originally matched the design of the adjacent house at 2318 North Kenmore Street. Additions 

to the subject house consisted of extending the building one bay to the north, adding a second story, 

extending the roof over the one-bay front porch addition, and connecting the demolished garage to the 

house. 

The dwelling is listed as a contributing resource to the Maywood National Register Historic District. 

However, in April 2018, the HALRB agreed with the Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff’s 

assessment that the house should be treated as a non-contributing resource due to the extensive changes to 

the dwelling and its lack of integrity of materials, design, workmanship, and feeling.     

The HALRB has recently approved eleven CoAs for this property between April 2018 and November 

2019 including a major renovation (CoA 18-03) and a new accessory dwelling unit (CoA 19-16). 

Proposal 

The applicants are seeking retroactive approval for the installation of an electric vehicle charger on the 

east (primary) elevation of the dwelling adjacent to the driveway. The charger’s cord, the charging nozzle, 

and the hook for the charging nozzle are visible on the façade. The electrical box is not visible on the 

exterior of the dwelling. 

DRC Review 

Due to the public health crisis occasioned by the COVID-19 pandemic, the DRC has not been able to 

convene since the owners submitted their CoA application. This item therefore has been placed on the 

September 16, 2020, HALRB agenda as a discussion item without any additional consideration or 

recommendations by the DRC. 

Recommendation 
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The Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff recommends approval of this retroactive request that will 

allow the applicants to keep the electric vehicle charger installed on the east side of their house. While 

vehicle chargers are likely to become more common in Arlington neighborhoods, the installation of such 

chargers is not necessarily incompatible with the architectural character of the Maywood Historic District 

and the HALRB should make reasonable accommodation to allow for environmentally sustainable 

energy.  

Although it is not typically appropriate to locate site elements at the front portion of Maywood dwellings, 

this electric vehicle charger is very low profile and reversible, necessitating only a small diameter hole in 

the siding for installation. Furthermore, the scale of this site element is similar to that of a light sconce (a 

design feature exempt from HALRB review) and is mounted on non-historic siding on a non-contributing 

dwelling. For these reasons, the HPP staff finds that the installation is appropriate for the Maywood 

Historic District and complies with Chapter 7: Site Elements of the Maywood Design Guidelines.   

 




