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MINUTES OF THE HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

Wednesday, August 19, 2020, 5-7 PM 

This was a virtual public meeting held through electronic communication means.   

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Charles Craig 

Omari Davis 

Robert Dudka 

Sherry Frear 

Sarah Garner, Vice Chairwoman 

Jennie Gwin 

Carmela Hamm 

Gerry Laporte  

Joan Lawrence  

Liz Rogers 

Richard Woodruff, Chairman 

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Mark Turnbull  

Andrew Wenchel 

 

 

STAFF:   Cynthia Liccese-Torres, Historic Preservation Coordinator  

    Lorin Farris, Historic Preservation Planner 

    Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 

Serena Bolliger, Historic Preservation Specialist 

Jessica Margarit, Communications Manager 

Elise Cleva, Communications Specialist 

     

ROLL CALL & CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. Ms. Liccese-Torres called the roll and 

determined there was a quorum.  

 

EXPLANATION OF PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURES 

 

The Chairman explained the virtual HALRB public hearing procedures stating that the virtual 

meeting format was necessitated as a precaution to protect the Board, staff, and community 

members from the spread of COVID-19. He communicated the legal authority under which the 

County was able to hold virtual public hearings citing the Governor’s Executive Orders, legislation 

adopted by the VA General Assembly, and the County Board’s Continuity of Operations 

Ordinance adopted in March 2020. The Chairman then described the logistics of how the virtual 

meeting would proceed via the Microsoft Teams platform and/or the call-in number. 
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PUBLIC HEARING FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (CoAs) 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1) Arlington County Department of Environmental Services 

2133 North Taft Street  

CoA 20-08 (HPCA20-00004) 

Dawson Terrace Historic District 

Request to install electronic card readers at the entrances to the non-

contributing addition to the Dawson-Bailey House. 

 

The Chairman called for any questions or comments on the Consent Agenda and there were 

none. Ms. Lawrence moved to approve the items on the Consent Agenda. Mr. Craig seconded, 

and the motion passed unanimously 11-0. 

 

DISCUSSION AGENDA 

 

 1)   Arlington County Department of Parks and Recreation 

2133 North Taft Street  

CoA 20-06 (HPCA20-00006) 

Dawson Terrace Historic District 

Request to consider retroactive review and approval for the removal of 

fencing and partial replacement with split-rail fencing around the perimeter of 

the Dawson Terrace Park. 

 

  2)   Charles Nelson for the Fenwick Court Homeowners Association 

Fenwick Court Townhomes 

CoA 20-13 (HPCA20-00038) 

Eastman-Fenwick House Historic District 

Request to install a new streetlight on North Van Buren Court in between 

2330 North Van Buren Court and Fenwick Court Commons. 

 

 

Discussion Agenda Item #1: 2133 North Taft Street 

 

The Chairman invited staff to introduce the CoA case. Ms. Jones explained that the Dawson-

Bailey House is a stone dwelling located at Dawson Terrace Park that was designated as a Local Historic 

District (LHD) in 1998. She stated that the building and surrounding park property are owned by 

Arlington County and that there are no design guidelines specifically approved for this LHD; therefore, 

the HALRB refers to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties to 

evaluate any alterations to the building and grounds. 
 

Ms. Jones continued saying the County’s Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) requested 

review and approval of the removal of approximately 230 linear feet of vinyl-coated, chain link 

fence at the southwest portion of the property on 21st Road North that was installed without a 

CoA in January 2020. The existing chain link fence would be replaced with approximately 230 
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linear feet of new split-rail fencing; it would match in design and location the split-rail fencing 

previously around this portion of the park that was set back approximately 6 feet from the 

sidewalk. She added that DPR would retain the split-rail fencing immediately in front of the 

historic house near the corner of North Taft Street and 21st Road North and the chain link fencing 

along North Scott Street. 

 

Ms. Jones noted that this application also included a request to retroactively review and approve 

the removal of approximately 96 linear feet of chain link fence adjacent to the parking lot north 

of the historic building and recreation center. She clarified that this fencing would not be 

replaced with new fencing, but instead this area would be planted with additional vegetation.  

 

Ms. Jones observed that the Design Review Committee (DRC) heard this application at its 

February 5, 2020, meeting and that Mr. Dudka would speak in more detail about the 

recommendations from that meeting, She stated that the DRC did place it on the discussion 

agenda of the February 19, 2020, HALRB hearing and at that hearing, the HALRB moved to 

defer consideration of this application pending further discussion between the Historic 

Preservation Program (HPP) staff and the DPR staff. She noted that the body asked that DPR 

return to the DRC with a plan for the entire site before returning to the HALRB. Ms. Jones 

explained that due to the public health crisis occasioned by the COVID-19 pandemic, the DRC 

has not convened since its March 4, 2020, meeting and this item therefore had been placed on 

this HALRB agenda as a discussion item to be reviewed by the full board. 

 

Ms. Jones concluded her report by stating that the HPP staff recommended approval of the 

request to remove the vinyl coated chain link fence and reinstall the split-rail fence in its 

previous location along 21st Road North. The HPP staff also recommended retroactive approval 

of the removal of the approximately 96 linear feet of chain link fence along North Taft Street. 

She added that these recommendations were consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Properties, particularly Standards 1, 2, 9, and 10. 

 

The Chairman then invited Mr. Dudka to give the DRC report for this item. Mr. Dudka stated 

that the staff report was comprehensive, and he observed that all of the revisions requested by the 

DRC in February were adopted by the applicant in their revised application materials. He 

observed that this was a good solution even though DPR did not have the opportunity to return to 

the DRC.  

 

The Chairman invited Mr. Lyndell Core to speak on behalf of DPR. Mr. Core thanked the 

HALRB for their time and apologized for the miscommunication with the contractors that led to 

the fence being removed without a CoA.   

 

The Chairman asked if there were comments or questions from the HALRB. There were none. 

The Chairman moved that: 

 

The HALRB approve CoA 20-06, to allow (1) the reinstallation of split-rail fence 

in its previous location along 21st Road North; and (2) give retroactive approval 

for the removal of approximately 96 linear feet of chain link fence along North 

Taft Street. These approvals are consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
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Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Properties; specifically, Standards  1, 

2, 9 and 10. 
 
Mr. Davis seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously 11-0.  

 

Discussion Agenda Item #2: Fenwick Court Townhomes 

 

The Chairman asked Ms. Jones to present the staff report for the next agenda item. Ms. Jones 

stated that the Arlington County Board designated the Eastman-Fenwick House as a local 

historic district in 1980. She related that in 1993, a developer purchased the property and 

approached the County about constructing townhouses in the rear of the lot while preserving the 

historic Eastman-Fenwick House on a new, smaller lot and that an agreement was reached to do 

so, and the townhouse development was constructed in 1995.  

  

Ms. Jones explained that the Fenwick Court Homeowners Association proposed to add one (1) 

additional streetlight next to unit 2330 North Van Buren Court and that the design matched the 

existing streetlights in the development. She described that the location would be immediately 

north of the Fenwick Court Commons and that the light enclosure would be made of cast 

aluminum, measure approximately nine feet in height, and the pole would be 3” in diameter. 

   

Ms. Jones stated that due to the public health crisis occasioned by COVID-19, the DRC had not 

been able to convene since the homeowner’s association submitted its CoA application and the 

item therefore had been placed on this agenda without any additional consideration or 

recommendations by the DRC. 

   

Ms. Jones concluded by saying that the HPP staff recommended approval of the installation of 

the new streetlight as it would be an unobtrusive addition to the streetscape of the local historic 

district in an area characterized by non-contributing townhomes at the rear of the historic 

Eastman-Fenwick House. She added that the proposal conforms with the intent of the Design 

Guidelines for the Fenwick Court Townhomes, Located within the Eastman-Fenwick House 

Local Historic District in that it allowed residents to make necessary adaptive changes to the 

1995 development without compromising the architectural integrity of the historic Eastman-

Fenwick House. 

 

The Chairman invited Mr. Dick Nelson to speak as a representative of the Fenwick Court 

Homeowners Association. Mr. Nelson stated that he headed a committee to consider the 

development’s lighting and the committee determined that the addition of this light would 

increase safety and security in the development. 

 

The Chairman opened the floor to questions and comments from the HALRB members. There 

were none. The Chairman then moved that: 

 

The HALRB approve CoA 20-13, to approve the installation of a new streetlight 

in the location between 2330 North Van Buren Court and Fenwick Court 

Commons as depicted in the Fenwick Court Lighting Plan. HALRB finds that the 

light will be an unobtrusive addition to the streetscape of the Eastman-Fenwick 
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House Historic District in an area characterized by non-contributing town houses 

at the rear of the historic Eastman-Fenwick house.  The proposal conforms with 

the intent of the Design Guidelines for the Fenwick Court Townhomes, which 

allow residents to make necessary adaptive changes to the 1995 development that 

do not compromise the architectural integrity of the historic Eastman-Fenwick 

House. 

 

The Vice Chairwoman seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously 11-0. 

 

REPORTS OF THE CHAIRMAN AND STAFF  

 

Chairman’s Report 

 

The Chairman invited Ms. Farris and the Vice Chairwoman to discuss the Shirlington General 

Land Use Plan Plus (GLUP+) study. Ms. Farris announced that for the past year and a half 

Federal Realty, the owners of Shirlington Village, had been meeting with County staff as part of 

this planning process. She explained that Federal Realty requested zoning variances to allow 

them to build additional height in the shopping center. Ms. Farris shared that Federal Realty’s 

request for up to 16-stories in building height was determined to be inappropriate through this 

process, but that more density and additional height was permitted following the conclusion of 

the study. Ms. Farris explained that the historic core of the shopping district was identified as 

“Important” in the County’s Historic Resources Inventory and that the GLUP+ will allow for up 

to four additional stories to be built above the historic buildings along Campbell Avenue with a 

requirement for a 20’ setback from the front façade. She concluded that the County Board met on 

July 18th and voted to approve the study to move to forward to the next stage of the process, 

which will be to consider implementation of the GLUP+ study’s recommendations. Ms. Farris 

observed that the HALRB submitted comments to the County Board via letter and that the 

Chairman was present at the County Board meeting to speak to historic preservation concerns. 

The Chairman concluded the discussion by observing that staff and the Vice Chairwoman did a 

good job representing the historic preservation interests during the GLUP+ process and 

expressed his disappointment that the County Board decided to amend the approval language to 

allow for the possibility of even greater density in the historic core in future.    

 

Staff and Other Reports 

 

Ms. Farris shared that there were several upcoming Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC), 

Site Plan Review Committees (SPRC) and Sector Plans that historic preservation staff would be 

involved in, namely the Court House Landmark Block project, the Pershing Drive Special 

GLUP, and the Fort Henry Gardens apartment complex. 

 

Ms. Farris then gave an update on the Lee Highway planning study, saying that staff was about 

to conclude Phase 1 of this project, which includes a survey of around 120 historic resources in 

the study area. She related that staff are creating preservation treatment recommendations for 43 

of these historic properties.    
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Ms. Liccese-Torres announced that the National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (NAPC) 

had recognized Arlington County with an award for the Clarendon War Memorial Interpretive 

Project in the category of “Outreach” at their annual conference for 2020. She explained that the 

NAPC gave this award in recognition of the collaborative nature of this project. The HPP staff 

shared a link to an online video created by the NAPC for the HALRB members to view 

following the meeting. The Chairman commended staff and the HALRB members on the success 

of the project. 

 

Ms. Liccese-Torres stated that the HPP had hired a consultant to begin work on an update to the 

2006 Historic Preservation Master Plan (HPMP) and that staff would be giving the HALRB 

regular updates on their progress.  

 

Ms. Lawrence thanked the HPP staff for the online newsletter with HPMP updates. Ms. Frear 

added that staff should be commended for running a smooth virtual meeting. 

 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 5:58 PM. 


