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REPORTS 

Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board 
Arlington County, Virginia 

HALRB Case 20-15 (HPCA20-00030) 

A request by Jessie Al-Amin, owner of the Green Valley Pharmacy (2415 Shirlington Road), to modify the size of a 
side door opening to meet building code requirements. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 
 
 

TO:  Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) 
  
FROM: Angelina R. Jones, Historic Preservation Planner 
 
DATE:  August 12, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: 2415 Shirlington Road, CoA 20-15, Green Valley Pharmacy Historic District 
 
Background Information 
 
The Green Valley Pharmacy, designated a local historic district in 2013, is one-story in height with a 
rectangular-shaped plan. It is constructed of 12-inch cinder blocks faced in textured stucco. The large 
single-pane windows have aluminum surrounds and rest on brick rowlock sills; the sills on the smaller 
windows on the south elevation have been covered in stucco. The main entrance door at the southwest 
corner is solid glass within an aluminum surround and has a fixed glass transom above. The building’s 
simple design has minimal architectural ornamentation, with the most distinctive feature now being the 
prominent corner entrance. The signage that had been centered underneath the roof line on both street-front 
elevations was removed at the same time as the mansard roof.  
 
The HALRB approved CoA 18-13 in July 2018 for: 1) the demolition of the false mansard roof (built ca. 
1983) and restoration of the roofline of the building to its original minimalist design; and 2) removal of a 
healthy tree (greater than 15”-diameter at dbh) abutting the rear of the building. The HALRB approved 
CoA 18-13A in September 2018 for the installation of a metal cap on the parapet and 18-13B in December 
2018 for the installation of a new HVAC system.  
 
Proposal 
 
The property owner is requesting to replace the existing side door on the south elevation at the back half of 
the building with a new, larger door opening to meet building code requirements for the new restaurant use. 
The existing door is 30”x 80” and the new door will be expanded 6” to be 36”x 80.” The existing metal 
grille security gate will be removed and not replaced. The cut along the door frame will be sealed with a 
caulk joint on both faces and a weather threshold at the bottom of the door frame. 
 
Design Review Committee Review 
 
Due to the public health crisis occasioned by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Design Review Committee 
(DRC) has not been able to convene since the owners submitted their CoA application. This item 
therefore has been placed on the September 16, 2020, HALRB agenda as a discussion item without any 
additional consideration or recommendations by the DRC. 
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Staff Recommendation 
 
The Historic Preservation Program staff recommend approval of the application. Note that the proposed 
alteration involves a side door of a commercial building that is not the primary point of entrance/egress. 
Both the door and grille are likely original based on construction drawings and the permit record (see 
drawing below). Although the change will impact original material it is a necessary change to allow for 
the adaptive re-use of the building as a restaurant and to meet applicable building codes. Although the 
door opening is visible from the public right-of-way along 24th Road South, this is not a primary 
elevation. While the design guidelines for the Green Valley Pharmacy specify that new doors should be 
sized to fit within existing openings, staff recommends greater flexibility in this particular case to allow 
for the adaptive reuse of this building as a restaurant because this is not the primary entrance. 
 
 
 

 
South elevation drawing of the Green Valley Pharmacy filed with the original building permit, 1942. The blue arrow 
points to the side door and metal grille. 
 
Source: Arlington County Building Permit 16052, “2415 Shirlington Road,” Center for Local History, Arlington 
County Public Library. 
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South elevation photo of the Green Valley Pharmacy, 2019. 
 
Source: Arlington County Historic Preservation Program. 
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