
Commission Enhancement Proposal 

Three Arlington County Advisory Commissions—Environment and Energy Conservation 
(E2C2), Park and Recreation (PRC), and Urban Forestry (UFC)––have complementary 
missions with regard to our public spaces, our environment, and our natural resources. 
However, neither their charters nor their current de facto purviews provide sufficient 
attention or expertise for a number of important policy and program areas, such as urban 
ecology, natural resource management, and the value and availability of natural spaces 
and nature in the built environment. Further, they do not, individually or collectively, 
provide an advisory perspective that fully integrates the range of natural resource issues 
as a community priority.  

The following is an outline of current de facto commission purviews, and a proposal for a 
simple modification that will provide the County Board with more comprehensive and 
strategic coverage of issues relating to Arlington’s urban forests, trees, natural habitats, 
and natural resources.  

E2C2 is largely aligned with the mission of DES. In its focus on environmental quality, 
the E2C2 purview addresses a wide range of issues and programs, but only a part of 
Arlington’s natural resource interests. E2C2 advises on environmental quality issues 
relating to air, water, and land, but is largely oriented toward urban infrastructure, 
engineered projects, and programs that relate to environment-friendly development. 
Many of these are highly active, representing some of Arlington’s most forward-leaning 
public efforts, and involve considerable commission attention. Importantly, E2C2’s 
attention is significantly oriented toward a range of topics and programs relating to 
energy consumption and efficiency, an issue area that includes a highly important and 
complex set of programs and policies. With these key priorities, it appears to be less 
engaged with other DES program areas.  

PRC is formally aligned with a large portion of the mission of DPR. PRC attention   
includes a wide range of issues, interests and programs related to public spaces, from 
natural parks to landscaping of new developments. Squarely within its mission, PRC 
expends significant time on issues related to the use of public parks, both organized and 
casual, as well as the need for and use of recreational facilities. PRC advises on services 
provided by parks, including adequacy, location, features, and programs, and it has 
engagement with the full range of DPR recreational programs. At the same time, the PRC 
mission includes attention to the state and care of our public natural resources county-
wide, beyond natural parks. 

UFC is aligned primarily with a particular program within DPR, the Urban Forestry 
Program. The UFC formal mission is almost exclusively focused on trees and forested 
areas, which are a significant community resource. While it has many supporters, UFC 
plays an artificially limited role in many development and land use contexts, and 
sometimes has trouble getting attention and traction on key issues because it is perceived 
as a single interest mission. Some commissioners, who join because of a commitment to 
Arlington’s natural resources, often feel constrained by the narrow range of concerns that 
constitute its formal mission scope. In reality, it is often difficult to advise credibly on 



major issues and development projects without discussing our forestry interests from a 
more comprehensive natural resources perspective. Many believe that UFC and the 
County Board would benefit from having a formal purview that addresses the broader 
ecological context, to include, in addition to trees, the full range of plants and wildlife in 
Arlington, natural resources in the built environment, the ecological role of urban natural 
spaces, and other ecosystem issues, policies, and concerns.  

Solution: Expand the UFC mission to include natural resources and urban ecology, and 
rename as the Urban Forestry and Natural Resources Commission. Develop an updated 
charter for the UFNR Commission to advise on plans, policies and programs for all 
natural resources issues. Include in this expanded mission scope, in addition to urban 
forestry issues, the importance and viability of natural public spaces, biodiversity in 
urban spaces, urban ecology, wildlife habitat, and urban wildlife, and the impact of 
development plans and proposals on trees, natural resources, and our urban ecology.  

With this enhancement, UFNRC would be constituted to advise on topics and from 
perspectives that are currently tangential to or outside the stated missions of all three 
commissions, and are currently underrepresented in the official scope of advisory 
commissions as established by the Board.  

Effect on E2C2, PRC and NRJAG. This proposal does not displace the current purview 
of E2C2 regarding environmental protection and energy sustainability, nor of PRC 
regarding the need for, quality of, and uses of parks and recreational spaces and 
programs. It does complement those interests, providing a more comprehensive view of 
our urban habitat, from its viability to our quality of life in it, and from natural spaces to 
new development and the built environment. The Natural Resources Joint Advisory 
Group will continue to provide the coordination function of the three commissions, 
especially during the ongoing update of the plans. 
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