
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee 
February 13, 2020 

 

Meeting Notes 
 
 

Meeting location: Navy League 
   2300 Wilson Boulevard 
   Arlington, VA   
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Roll Call and Brief Neighborhood Report  

• Sarah McKinley (Columbia Heights) provided an update that the WMATA (Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority) meeting held the week of February 17th went very well 
and that WMATA provided great information on options they are being considered with the 
upcoming Silver Line down Columbia Pike. 

• Kathy Reeder (Glencarlyn) indicated the 2nd St S is currently under construction. 

• Bill Braswell (Tara Leeway Heights) shared that Arlington County decided to follow Fairfax 
County – the new legislation that certain streets are imposing speeding tickets at $200, and 
that the County is assessing other streets that is on this list. If anyone is interested, send 
your street to the County. 

• Alex Luchenister (Waverly Hills) they are pleased that the CB has approved construction for 
their 20th Road project.  

• Ed Hilz (Fairlington) shared that a home improvement seminar will be held on February 15th 
at the Fairlington Community Center. 

2. Approval of Notes from the January 2020 NCAC Meeting: 

The Meeting Notes were approved unanimously, with one edit: 

- Rob Swennes mentioned that under 4.c.ii it should read “Sarah McKinley, as Chair of 
the Nominating Committee will lead the search for a Deputy Vice Chair”. 

3. Officers and Staff Report  

• Tim McIntosh informed the group that we should hear something in a month or so what the 
number will be for the NC proposed bond.   

• Tim also provided an update on the NCP Review, and that the eighth meeting was held on 
this past Tuesday, and the discovery phase has been completed. A lot of the information 
was shared to the group, and we are split-up in sub-committees to address some of the 
questions that are in the scope and hoping to be done by June, as the deadline. Hans 
Bauman and Anthony Fusarelli are planning to attend an upcoming NCAC meeting for 
additional updates. Overall, the review has gone well for the NCP.  

• Question - Can you give an example of a comparable cohort of a project that may not go 
through? Tim’s response was that we benchmark between other projects within the 
Transportation section of the County, and although it was hard to find a 100% perfect 
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project, staff looked at neighborhood-based projects that goes through the Engineering 
Design Bureau. What we found is that at the NC concept phase we have the petitioning 
process, whereas with other County programs, projects are already identified.  

• Sarah McKinley (Columbia Heights) pointed out that another issue was that this 
program didn’t distribute money equally throughout the County, but we demonstrated 
that the projects funded by NC were spread widely across the County. 

• Tim stated that we can share the NCP Review, link below:  

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-conservation/nc-plan-program/neighborhhod-
conservation-program-review/ 

4. Discussion / Action Items: 

• Election for final Executive Committee Member: 

Sarah McKinley (Columbia Heights) and Rob Swennes (Leeway Overlee) both introduced 
John Kirkpatrick (Columbia Forest), who stepped forward to be the new Deputy Vice-Chair.  

Rob Swennes made a motion to approve the new Deputy Vice-Chair, John Kirkpatrick – it 
was seconded 

A vote was taken on the motion and was unanimously approved. 

Presentation and Update on the Streetlight Management Plan (SMP) by Santosh Neupane, 
Engineering Program Coordinator: Santosh presented an update to the Streetlight 
Management Plan (SMP). Please see link below to the presentation for your review and 
information. Additionally, if you have specific questions, please email to Santosh at 
SNeupane@arlingtonva.us.  

Http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/streetlights-management-plan/  

• Questions: 

• Why is there is a difference in the color of lighting in commercial vs. residential 
areas? Santosh indicated the determination is based on looking at different studies 
of lighting and data analysis of those studies; 

• Jerry Paull (Rock Spring) - Where does this leave SL projects that are currently in the 
queue? Tim indicated that if your neighborhood has a SL project in our queue, and 
want to pursue it, your neighborhood will have to use cobra lighting. In some cases, 
some streets have less cobra lighting than others, we will work with Dominion 
Energy (DE) and the County will do all the lighting calculations and metrics, and work 
with DE with implementation. It is pretty clear that Carlyle lights will not be an 
option in neighborhood streets. Cobras will be new standard for neighborhood 
streets moving forward. However, if a neighborhood doesn’t like cobras, they may 
have the option to switch out their projects; more talk on switching out projects; 

• Why did the County decide to move away from the Carlyles to Cobras? Tim and 
Santosh indicated that the County is cleaning up the energy efficiency of the lighting 
and there were ownership issues. The County was picking up the cost of most of the 
Carlyle lighting, if not all; 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-conservation/nc-plan-program/neighborhhod-conservation-program-review/
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-conservation/nc-plan-program/neighborhhod-conservation-program-review/
mailto:SNeupane@arlingtonva.us
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/streetlights-management-plan/
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• Sarah McKinley (Columbia Heights) Would like a re-evaluation of the lighting at 
Walter Reed Community Center. The lighting is extremely bright and looks like a 
runway; 

• Does the County have a plan for lighting in commercial areas? Santosh indicated not 
at this time; 

• Ed Hilz (Fairlington) Request an example of the pole and fixture, and an area where 
the new lighting is located. 

5. Other/New Business: 

None. 

6. Meeting adjourned at 8:57pm 

 


