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A request by Theodore Schmitt, owner of 2315 North Kenmore Street, to modify their front porch and the front yard 
hardscaping. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 
 
 

TO:  HALRB 
  
FROM: Serena Bolliger, Historic Preservation Specialist 
 
DATE:  October 12, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: 2315 North Kenmore Street, Case 20-18, Maywood Historic District 
 
Background Information 
 
The dwelling at 2315 North Kenmore Street was built in 1936 in tandem with its neighbors at 2311 and 
2317 North Kenmore Street. The ribbon of three minimal traditional residences with Tudor Revival-styled 
elements all share the same design. The Maywood National Register Nomination states the following 
regarding the house at 2315 North Kenmore Street:  

 
The dwelling, exhibiting stretcher-bond brick on the exterior, sits on a solid brick 
foundation and is capped by a side-gabled roof with asphalt shingles. The dwelling, 
which features aluminum siding in the gable-end, is three bays in width and features a 
projecting central gabled entry and one-over-one vinyl-sash windows. Other details 
include thin aluminum surrounds and sills, an exterior-end brick chimney, and a flush 
aluminum cornice.  
 

The subject house and the adjacent matching dwellings are all contributing resources in the National 
Register Historic District. There have been no CoAs issued for the neighboring house at 2317 North 
Kenmore Street, indicating that its larger porch was either original to the property or was modified before 
the creation of the local historic district. 
 
Proposal 
 
The applicant has proposed two options for a front porch expansion: 

• Option 1: To extend the existing brick porch 6’6” to the edge of the house to mirror the porch at 
2317 North Kenmore Street, replacing the iron handrail with a wooden rail to match that at the 
rear of the home. The applicants also would repave the approximately 24’ long by 31.5” wide 
flagstone front walkway and steps to match the rear flagstone patio, moving the approximately 7’ 
long mid-yard walkway closer to the house, extending it to the driveway, and widening it to 
31.5”.   

• Option 2: To retain the existing brick porch, widening the front stairs 6” to the full width of the 
porch and replacing the iron handrail with a wooden rail to match that at the rear of the home. 
The applicants also would repave the approximately 24’ long by 31.5” wide flagstone front 
walkway to match the rear flagstone patio, moving the approximately 7’ long mid-yard walkway 
closer to the house, extending it to the driveway, and widening it to 31.5”. 
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DRC Review 
 
Due to the public health crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Design Review Committee (DRC) 
has not been able to convene since the owners submitted their CoA application. This item has therefore 
been placed on the HALRB agenda as a discussion item. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends approval of the application and suggests that either proposed option would be 
appropriate if the iron handrail detail was retained. This railing is likely the original porch material, 
consistent across the front porches of 2311, 2315, and 2317 North Kenmore Street, and is compatible to 
the original design and style of the house. The modest proposed increase to the width of the front porch 
will allow the homeowners some additional outdoor living area while maintaining the original setback of 
the porch, adhering to Chapter 5: Exterior Renovation of the Maywood Design Guidelines.  
 
The proposed alterations to the front walkway are consistent in dimensions and materials outlined as 
appropriate in Appendix G of the Maywood Design Guidelines. 
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