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A request by Legum & Norman, management company for 1859 Wilson Boulevard in the Colonial Village Historic 
District, to install a gate and light fixture to the piers of an existing brick wall at an entrance on Wilson Boulevard. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS STAFF REPORT 
 
 

TO:  HALRB 
  
FROM: Serena Bolliger, Historic Preservation Specialist 
 
DATE:  October 12, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: 1859 Wilson Boulevard, Case 19-24A, 20-19 Colonial Village Historic District 
 
 
Background Information 
 
Colonial Village was constructed in four phases between 1935 and 1940. The garden apartments 
exemplify the early application of innovative garden city planning concepts to a low-and middle-income 
apartment complex. Specifically, these concepts include: the use of low-density superblock development; 
clustering of apartment units into spacious, richly landscaped courtyards; separation of pedestrian and 
automotive traffic routes; the use of an undeveloped interior greenbelt; and the use of staggered setbacks 
in apartment design to permit increased ventilation and light.  
 
The apartments were designed in the Colonial Revival style. Buildings are of brick or brick and block 
construction on concrete foundations. Exterior finishes are of six-course-American bond brick with wood 
millwork details. A variety of roof types (flat, gable, and gambrel) add architectural interest to the 
complex.  
 
All of Colonial Village is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, but only Colonial Village III 
and part of Colonial Village II are designated as Arlington County Local Historic Districts. 
 
Proposal 
 
The applicant is requesting to install a gate and light fixture to the piers of an existing brick wall at an 
entrance to CV II on Wilson Boulevard. The applicant is also presenting a new landscape plan for the 
entrance to CV III from Wilson Boulevard, including the replacement of two declining Bradford pear 
trees approved for removal by the County Forester with two ornamental trees and two shade trees. The 
plan also includes the addition of four Crape Myrtles, 30 Rose Creek Abelias, 26 Wintergreen Boxwoods, 
23 Cherry Laurels, 50 Francee Hostas, 10 Bobo Hydrangeas, 60 Black-Eyed Susans, and 3,000 sf of sod. 
 
DRC Review 
 
The Design Review Committee (DRC) first heard this application at its October 2, 2019, meeting. The 
committee agreed with staff’s recommendation that the proposed gate and light fixture should be installed 
by drilling into the mortar joints of the brick piers to minimize any impacts to the actual brick material. 
The DRC also requested that the applicant provide additional documentation delineating the dimensions 
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and details of the proposed gate and light fixture. Although the DRC was supportive of the design in 
concept, it recommended only conditional HALRB approval at that time; final approval of the CoA would 
be contingent upon DRC and HALRB review and approval of shop drawings prior to the commencement 
of construction. Therefore, the DRC recommended this application be placed on the discussion agenda for 
the October 16, 2019, HALRB hearing. At that hearing the HALRB supported the project for conditional 
approval. 
 
The applicants are now ready to proceed with the construction of the project. However, due to the public 
health crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Design Review Committee (DRC) has not been able 
to convene since the applicants submitted their complete CoA application for final approval. This item 
therefore has been placed on the October 21, 2020 HALRB agenda as a discussion item. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
The installation of the proposed gate and light fixture will not have a negative impact on the historic 
buildings and landscape elements comprising Colonial Village provided that drilling into the brick piers is 
minimized. There are already two similar gates installed at Colonial Village that received HALRB 
approval in 1991 (CoA 91-23) and staff has evidence that the light fixture was a pre-1950 element on 
some of the brick piers. Staff recommends approval of the application as the proposal meets the intent of 
Standards #9 and #10 of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:  
 

Standard #9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and 
proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 
 
Standard #10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 

 
The extensive proposed landscaping improvements are appropriate to the garden style apartment complex 
and staff appreciates the care the applicants take in being proactive stewards of their property. Given the 
condition of the declining Bradford pear trees, the applicants were not required to provide replacement 
trees, yet they are adding four trees to the site’s canopy. Staff likewise recommends approval of the 
proposed landscaping plan.  
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