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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 

October 5, 2020 
 
Honorable Libby Garvey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE:   Support for Deer Management in Arlington 
 
Dear Chair Garvey:  
 
The Park and Recreation Commission offers its thoughts on the need to address deer 
management in Arlington. On September 22, the Commission received a briefing from the 
Arlington Regional Master Naturalists (ARMN) on the impacts of deer on the parks, open 
spaces, and private properties in the County. Prior to briefing the Commission, ARMN had made 
30 presentations to Arlington civic and environmental organizations.   
 
As a mixed urban and suburban county, Arlington is fortunate to have 148 public parks and is a 
jurisdiction where most residents find themselves within with a 10-minute walk of a park.  
Overall, it's estimated that Arlington has about 2.3 square miles of park space. However, we have 
discovered that Arlington deer are fond of our green spaces. A healthy deer population has 15-20 
deer per square mile. By that metric Arlington should have 35-45 deer. Based on visual 
inspection and observation of tree, shrub and plant destruction, Arlington has an overpopulation 
of deer. Our deer are eating away at the understory in our parks and neighborhoods, eliminating 
ground habitat for birds and plants for pollinators.  
 
Many parks have a diverse mature tree canopy now, but because of deer grazing few seedlings 
and sapling trees can survive in the understory. Deer are preventing our future trees and other 
understory plants from growing up and taking their rightful place in ecosystem. Without this 
natural succession deer will ensure that in the next 30 years we will have significantly fewer 
canopy trees despite our best efforts protect or replace them.  
 
In keeping with our efforts to become a more biophilic community which cares about native 
plants, other fauna, and experience in nature, we recommend exploring actions to reduce the deer 
population. Other jurisdictions in our area have taken actions that provide a starting point for our 
consideration. There are deer control programs in Fairfax, Montgomery, Loudoun, Prince 
George's and Rock Creek Park. We urge the County to explore these programs and others from 
jurisdictions similar to Arlington and develop a pilot program of our own to address our deer 
overpopulation issues.  
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Sincerely, 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation   
 


