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Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) of the Planning Commission  
Meeting Summary 

October 13, 2020, 7:00pm 
 

This meeting was a virtual public meeting held through electronic communications means. 
A recording of the virtual meeting is located at the address here.  

 
Planning Commissioners in attendance:   
Denyse “Nia” Bagley 
James Schroll (Chair, LRPC) 
James Lantelme 
Jane C. Siegel 
Sara Steinberger 
 
Planning Commissioners absent: 
Elizabeth Gearin 
Stephen Hughes 
Elizabeth Morton 
Devanshi P. Patel 
Tenley Peterson 
Leonardo Sarli 
Daniel Weir  
 
Staff in attendance:  
Robert Duffy, Planning Director, CPHD – Planning 
Matt Ladd, Principal Planner, CPHD – Planning 
Marc McCauley, Director, Real Estate Development, AED 
Timothy Murphy, Associate Planner, CPHD – Planning 
Aaron Shriber, Current Planning Manager, CPHD – Planning 
Jennifer Smith, Comprehensive Planning Manager, CPHD – Planning 
Adam Watson, Principal Planner, CPHD – Planning 
 
Public Attendees: 
Scott Pedowitz, Lauren Riley, Matt Siniscal, Reggie Thomas 
 
 
Office Conversions Administrative Guidance 
 
Commissioner Bagley opened the meeting at 7:02pm. 
 
Commissioner Bagley recognized the presenters of the meeting’s agenda item.  
 
Mr. Robert Duffy presented an overview of previous AED and CPHD – Planning staff efforts to 
develop supporting materials that have supported the development of the administrative 
guidance, notably a map that identifies existing, approved, and planned office space in the 
Rosslyn-Ballston and Richmond Highway Metro corridors, the Columbia Pike corridor, and 
Shirlington.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zwSo7ikYlg
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Mr. Marc McCauley presented on the background that led to the development of the 
administrative guidance. Structural shifts in the office market, including changes in local and 
regional supply, an observed reduction in office demand, and the uncertainty on the office 
market spurred by the COVID-19 pandemic, has led to a need for a framework to guide reviews 
of requests to convert planned or entitled office use to a different use. 
 
Mr. Aaron Shriber presented an overview of regional examples of office conversions to other 
uses, including examples in Arlington and Alexandria. 
 
Mr. McCauley presented an overview of the administrative guidance. The guidance is intended 
to provide a consistent framework for staff when analyzing a request for a conversion of office 
use to a different use; serve as an input into existing community review process discussions; 
and inform the County Manager recommendation for consideration by the County Board. The 
guidance is not intended to be policy adopted by the County Board, and it is not intended to 
change existing adopted County Board policy or existing land use processes. Mr. McCauley 
presented on when the administrative guidance would be applied and what the key areas of 
consideration are within the guidance. The application of the guidance would not presume 
subsequent approval of a request to convert planned or entitled office use to a different use. 
 
Ms. Jennifer Smith presented on the anticipated public review process and how the 
administrative guidance will be used within the existing LRPC and Site Plan Review Committee 
(SPRC) of the Planning Commission public review processes. 
 
Mr. McCauley presented on the next steps for the administrative guidance and indicated that in 
the coming weeks, the administrative guidance and related materials will be posted to the 
County website. 
 
Once the staff presentation concluded, Commissioner Bagley solicited comments and feedback 
from LRPC attendees. 
 
The Commission members offered the following comments and raised several clarifying 
questions: 
 
General Comments: 

• LRPC members asked questions about the timeline for posting the administrative 
guidance and for soliciting additional community feedback. Staff reported that the 
guidance will be posted to the County website in the coming weeks and that the 
guidance, which will remain an administrative document and not a policy adopted by the 
County Board, is intended to be updated as needed over time as conditions change. 

• LRPC members discussed the benefits of having updated planning guidance to help 
inform property owners of the land use vision and the viability for office use or a different 
type of use. 

• LRPC members asked clarifying questions about the density implications associated 
with a conversion of office use to a different use (e.g., residential). 

 
Comments related to the Administrative Guidance: 

• LRPC members asked questions regarding how staff will consider requests for 
conversion of office space to a different use when there is adopted planning guidance, 
such as a sector plan, and the guidance identifies community benefits. Staff reported 
that conversion requests would continue to be considered on a case-by-case basis, and 
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that adopted planning guidance would continue to be considered as a request is 
reviewed. 

• LRPC members asked questions regarding how staff will consider office use conversion 
requests for a site that is located within an adopted Phased Development Site Plan 
(PDSP). Staff replied that the requests would continue to be considered on a case-by-
case basis, with the adopted PDSP guidance included in the review of the request. 

• LRPC members discussed the potential effect of conversions of office use to a different 
use on the overall land use mix within the planning corridors and achieving a vision of 
24-hour communities near Metro stations, as well as on service commercial businesses 
that are dependent on proximity to office use. 

• LRPC members discussed the importance of considering innovations and creative 
workspaces when evaluating requests to convert office use to a different use.  

 
Public Comment 
 
None. 
 
-- 
 
Commissioner Bagley adjourned the meeting at 8:23pm. 


