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Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission Meeting 

Meeting Notes –September 9, 2020 

Commissioners present: Kellen MacBeth (Chair), Kirit Mookerjee, Bismah Ahmed, Elyse Hayes, 

Christopher Bruno, Kristin Clegg, David Timm, Matthew Whitfield 

Zachary Butler (absent) 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Chair, Kellen Macbeth 

Public Comment:  Huiqi Zhuang addressed the Commission with a complaint about a bat 

problem at his Ballston Park apartment. There was some attention to the problem from 

property management and Animal Control, but it was not fully resolved. The tenant later 

requested installation of window screens to prevent the problem from re-occurring and was 

relocated to another apartment. Several requests for screens to be installed were ignored. The 

tenant was requesting medical for his roommate who was affected by the bats and also wanted 

to break his lease as a result. Commissioner Clegg advised that the VRLTA does not require that 

screens be installed on windows and that most leases outline the tenant’s responsibility for 

pest control. He was advised to seek legal advice to break his lease since the promise to install 

screens was not kept. Staff will provide information for Legal Services of Northern Virginia for 

the tenant to contact to determine eligibility for service. 

Approval of Minutes: March and July meeting minutes were reviewed. March minutes were 

approved with two abstention by Commissioners, Bruno and Whitefield. July Minutes were 

approved with one abstention by Commissioner Mookerjee.  

New Business 

Eviction Prevention Update – Brooke Perez, Economic Independence Chief, DHS 

Ms. Perez gave a detailed presentation of eviction prevention activities that were being carried 

out by the County in partnership with Arlington Thrive, Legal Services of N. Va. and other 

members of an eviction prevention workgroup. Presentation is available online (link). The 

presentation also clarified issues raised by Chair Macbeth in his July report. The presentation in 

general, showed that several sources of funding, local, state and federal were available for 

rental assistance for tenants. Commissioner Whitefield also added information related to 

number of court cases for the month of July and August. There were a few comments and 

questions related to arrears and source of funding and whether any restrictions on the amount 

of funding per household. A representative from NVAA indicated that on the landlord side, 



smaller landlords and other ownership groups were in arrears on their mortgage payments as a 

result of non-payment from tenants, and that there is no help for them. More communication 

is needed to make tenants aware of rental assistance so that payments can be made to enable 

landlords to continue to provide housing and avoid eviction filings. 

Analysis of Impediments Public Engagement update – Rolda Nedd, Community Development 

Planner, CPHD 

Ms. Nedd updated the Commission on the status of public engagement activities with regard to 

the Analysis of Impediments (AI). There was a brief overview of the process and a table 

indicating several online meetings and other engagements planned to get feedback from key 

community stakeholders. The TLC is requested to host a meeting November 18, 2020. Other 

meetings will take place with the Human Rights Commission and other constituent groups. 

Chair Macbeth commented that it is important to reach out to the African American and LatinX 

communities since there are alarming income disparities, according to the consultant’s report 

and supported by eviction prevention data, showing that these communities are severely 

impacted.  

Chair’s Report. 

• Chair, Macbeth reported  his involvement in meetings related to maintenance and other tenant 

issues occurring at the Serrano and Shelton (AHC owned) properties. 

• Involved in discussions about cases in which small landlords were affected by evictions and 

discussions on how to help 

• The Chair announced his resignation from the Commission, effective end of September. David 

Timm will be the interim Chair until further notice. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 


