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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 
 

November 12, 2020 
 

Honorable Libby Garvey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE:   3901 Fairfax Drive Public Plaza Design 
 
Dear Chair Garvey:  
 
The Park and Recreation Commission would like to offer its thoughts on the 3901 Fairfax Drive 
Public Plaza Design. (SP #386 Site Plan Amendment). Commission members participated in the 
online public engagement process, which included review of the online materials produced by 
county staff and the applicant’s design team. We also received a briefing on the design from Park 
and Recreation staff at our October 27 meeting.   
 
Overall, we found the design to be innovative and creative, attempting to take into account 
multiple community priorities including the principles and goals listed in the Public Spaces 
Master Plan and the Virginia Square Sector Plan. Publicly-accessible open space is crucial in this 
growing area of Arlington. This plaza will provide a pleasing and useful linkage for residents, 
employees, and visitors between the civic facilities at Quincy Park and the Central Library and 
the commercial/residential blocks of Virginia Square and Ballston.     
 
The various user amenities appear to be incorporated well with various natural features. 
Commissioners had questions about the selection of trees and plants and were assured by the 
landscape designer that they will work with county staff to ensure that pollinator-friendly, native- 
oriented species would be selected. There was also a question and concern about the bird-
friendliness of the building itself, although we were told that this was not in the purview of the 
plaza design. We urge that as the county moves forward with any developments, private or 
public, that all design aspects of a site be incorporated as a biophilic system. Commissioners did 
express regret that a water feature, originally envisioned for this space, and a very desirable 
biophilic feature, could not able to be incorporated into the design. We look forward to future 
projects which can do this.   
    
Sincerely, 
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William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
  
   


