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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Microsoft Teams Virtual Meeting 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

• Quick Review of Microsoft Teams Meeting Expectations 
• Commission consideration of October 27, 2020 minutes 

 
 
Public Comment (7:05-7:15) 
* Park and Recreation Commission public comment is open to all with a 3-minute limit per person.  
 
 
Presentation and Discussion on the Park Steward Program [David Farner, DPR] (7:15-7:30) 
 
 
Staff Report (7:30-7:35) 
 
 
Commission Member Reports (7:35-7:45) 

• 55+ (Dean Foster) 
o The 55+ Guide is now digital and issued monthly. While adhering to the CO-VID 

restrictions and precautions, we are still offering something for everyone – 
fitness, wellness, arts, tech tips, interactive games, dance, music, language 
learning, book clubs, discussion groups, virtual live performance, outdoor 
recreation and more.  

o While 55+ Programs in the Park will end November 15th, select outdoor 
programs such as, walks and bike rides will continue. Contact the Office of Senior 
Adult Programs (OSAP) for specifics. 
 

• Alcova Heights (Colt Gregory) 
o No Issues in this reporting period.   
o Schedule: Phase 1 construction on will begin 2nd Quarter of 2021. This is work on 

the Foreign Service Institute / Fire pit side of the park.   
 

• Arlington Public Schools (APS) (Gerald Brandt) 
• Bill Thomas Park Volunteer Award (Julie Mullen/Neal Hunter) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• Clarendon Sector Plan Update (Steve Finn) 
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• Crystal City Building Heights Study (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Crystal City Citizen Review Council (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Field Fund Working Group (Steve Finn) 

o The Field Fund Working Group had an open meeting for sports league comments 
on Nov. 5 and met on Nov. 11 to discuss the comments.  The primary area of 
concern/discussion is that the sports leagues generally disfavor field fund fees 
paying for field maintenance.  The sports leagues' concern is that funds 
attributed to maintenance will not add value to the current level of maintenance 
provided.  And, even if there was some enhancement to field maintenance 
eventually the field fee funds would simply be repurposed to the County’s general 
fund.  The leagues support using the funds for capital improvements especially 
added turf fields.  Some leagues feet there should be no fee given the costs to the 
leagues of improving field conditions and the direct efforts they make toward 
maintaining the fields.  Some leagues express agreement with the current fee 
level.  Issues spotted by the working group members included further discussion 
with the benchmarking jurisdictions to get greater detail into their use of field 
fees, a discussion or presentation with finance/budget staff to ascertain 
alternatives, and access or use to fields that’s causing harm to the fields. 
 

• Forestry and Natural Resources Plan Update (Colt Gregory) 
o The development of this plan is an 18-month long process with the goal of going 

before the County Board by May 2022. 
o Has begun public engagement process though online public engagement 

requesting feedback on how you experience nature in Arlington and sharing your 
vision for what it could be. 

o Are benchmarking other cities for comparison. 
 

• Four Mile Run Joint Task Force (David Howell) 
o No new updates.  

 
• Gulf Branch Stream Restoration (Colt Gregory/Duke Banks) 

o Gulf Branch stream restoration has been deferred until Fiscal Year '23-24. 
 

• Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 Update (Colt Gregory) 
o No Issues in the reporting period. 
o Update as per staff report: Construction has started on the park and will continue 

through the winter and into next year. 
 

• Long Bridge Park Advisory Committee (Bill Ross) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Gregory/Howell/Mullen) 

o Highlights from November meeting: Presentation by Jason Papacosma (DES 
Watershed Programs Manager) and Christin Jolicoeur on county storm water 
projects. Focus on overlap of storm water projects and other amenities such as 
biodiversity and casual use space. 
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o Discussion: 
 Arlington is experiencing a steady increase in impervious surfaces and 

corresponding increase in storm water runoff. 
 Need to retrofit our urban landscape with localized storm water 

mitigation, more green infrastructure as well as storm water drainage 
control infrastructure. 

 Discussed need to provide incentives for private property (homeowner 
landscapes) to take storm water mitigation actions.  Storm Wise program 
is available but has equity issues. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Angelo Collins) 
• Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) (Neal Hunter) 

o No updates on PAC, they had a meeting on 11/4.  Not much discussion took place 
involving PRC concerns. 
 

• Plan Lee Highway (Cindy Krech/Julie Mullen) 
• Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) Advisory Committee (Bill Ross/Sergio Enriquez) 

o Members have been doing their own surveys of selected parks to give their 
opinions of how casual space should be identified and measured.  Staff is working 
on a public engagement process for defining preferred community uses of playing 
fields.   
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) (Sergio Enriquez) 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

o 12th Street South/Crystal Gateway (Bill Ross/David Howell) 
 On November 14th, the County Board approved the project which involves 

various landscaping improvements surrounding the new building, a 
contribution of 54 thousand square feet to be used for a public park, and 
$300 thousand for park planning. Bill provided comments at the meeting.   
 

o 1820 Fort Myer Dr. – Ames Center (Bill Ross) 
 This will be taken up in December by the County Board.  Bill is working on 

a letter to the board. 
 

o 1900 Crystal Drive Block (Colt Gregory) 
 No issues in this reporting period. 

 
o 2050 Wilson Blvd – Courthouse Landmark Block (Bill Ross/Neal Hunter) 

 There was a public engagement period until 11/1.  Concerns rise about 
the added density allowance given to the building project in this area, 
(typically capped at 4.8 FAR, this building given a 9.8 FAR). The site plan 
review mentions some added density being provided for the building 
project supporting the development of a pedestrian promenade on N Uhle 
St and meeting LEED Gold qualifications. Concerns about the lack of 
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language pointing to the construction of a public green space on the 
surface parking lot that sits across from 15th St N.  That parking lot is 
identified in the Courthouse addendum as a site to be prioritized to be 
turned into a green/public space with a pedestrian promenade running 
from Wilson to 14th St N.  This addition is something I would like to see 
prioritized in their project commitments moving forward to justify the 
increased site density being afforded. 

 Additional concern is the amount of parking and what that project will do 
to the area.  With over 400 units planned for the project and only about 
200 spaces planned for the building, there will be some overflow and I 
haven't seen any plan to address or mitigate the overflow of residential 
parking in the area. 
 

o Fort Henry Gardens (David Howell/Bill Ross) 
 This is a new project which involves redevelopment of an existing 

affordable housing set of garden apartments in the Green Valley 
neighborhood.  We have initial concerns about the magnitude of the 
project, its effects on the immediate neighborhood, and the planned open 
spaces.   
 

o Park Shirlington (Dean Foster) 
 Is on hold with reduction in number of dwelling units overall to be scaled 

back. A revised preliminary site plan from that presented at the trade 
center community meeting in October 2019, reflecting this change is 
anticipated.  This project is in the county’s Housing Conservation District 
under the Housing Arlington initiative. This would be the first large 
apartment complex to brought in under the Housing Conservation District 
plan to preserve and redevelop affordable housing in the county. At  the 
May 16, 2020 meeting of the county board, the board granted an 
amendment to the Arlington County Affordable Housing Investment Fund 
(AHIF) loan agreement with the developer  Standard Foundation Park 
Shirlington, LLC to extend the term of the  $ 6 million loan from AHIF to 
Standard Foundation from January 1, 2021 to August 1, 2021, and to 
extend the county’s option agreement to purchase land containing 105 of 
the existing residential apartment units from June 30, 2020 to January 31, 
2021. 
 

o PenPlace Phase I (Shruti Kuppa) 
 

• Sparrow Pond Restoration Project (David Howell) 
o No new updates. 

 
• Sports Commission (Steve Finn/Mark Lincoln) 

o No new updates (no meeting has been held since the last PRC meeting). 
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• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

o At its October meeting the Urban Forestry Commission considered and voted to 
recommend a revised commission charter which would formally encompass all-
natural resource matters as part of its mission scope. The recommendation 
includes a change of the title from “Urban Forestry Commission” to “Forestry and 
Natural Resources Commission.” UFC also approved for recommendation to the 
Board some modifications to the Tree Canopy Fund program. These changes 
would allow use of a small portion of program funds to conduct a pilot program 
in which funds could be used for tree maintenance in certain defined 
circumstances. This additional service is expected to help prevent unnecessary or 
unwanted loss of healthy trees on private property. The commission also 
approved advisory letters to the Board on the issue of Deer Management, and on 
the proposed policy update of the Green Building Program. Finally, UFC members 
heard a brief overview of the policies and practices involved in retaining or 
removing snags—dead trees—which have ecological value but can sometimes 
present safety hazards. 
 

• Vision Zero External Stakeholder Group (Angelo Collins) 
 
 
Other Business (7:45-7:50) 
 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 15, 2020, 7:00 p.m. (Virtual Meeting – Microsoft Teams) 


