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Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) of the Planning Commission  
Meeting Summary 

November 10, 2020, 7:00pm 
 

This meeting was a virtual public meeting held through electronic communications means. 
 
Planning Commissioners in attendance: 
Elizabeth Gearin 
James Lantelme 
Tenley Peterson 
Leonardo Sarli 
Jane C. Siegel 
 
Planning Commissioners absent: 
Denyse “Nia” Bagley 
Stephen Hughes 
Elizabeth Morton 
Devanshi P. Patel 
James Schroll (Chair, LRPC) 
Sara Steinberger 
Daniel Weir  
 
LRPC Stakeholders in attendance: 
Caroline Haynes, Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) 
Phil Klingelhofer, Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) 
 
Staff in attendance: 
Alonso Abugattas Jr., DPR 
Ryan Delaney, DPR 
David Farner, DPR 
Jennifer Fioretti, DPR 
Timothy Murphy, CPHD – Planning 
Vincent Verweij, DPR 
 
Public Attendees: 
Angela Adams, Natasha Atkins, Alexa Brooke, Eric Candela, Michael Galvin, Colt Gregory, 
David Howell, Theresa Hyslop, Nancy Iacomini, Wendy Hoover, Maisie Hughes, Bill Ross, 
Rebecca Winer-Skonovd, Larry Wiseman 
 
 
Forestry and Natural Resources Plans Update 
 
Commissioner Gearin opened the meeting at 7:00pm. 
 
Commissioner Gearin recognized the presenters of the meeting’s agenda item.  
 
Mr. Ryan Delaney presented an overview of the Forestry and Natural Resources Plan Update. 
The overview consisted of background, the planning context for the update, anticipated tasks 
associated with the update, community engagement, and next steps. 
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Once the staff presentation concluded, Commissioner Gearin solicited comments and feedback 
from LRPC attendees. 
 
The Commission members offered the following comments and raised several clarifying 
questions: 
 

• Questions about the potential for establishing an incentive-based approach to encourage 
private landowners to enhance and/or protect open space and/or natural resources. 

• Clarifying question about the County’s progress in joining the Biophilic Cities Network. 
The County joined the Biophilic Cities Network in March 2020 and the plan update would 
support ongoing and future biophilic efforts. 

• Commissioners commented that 30 years in the future, ideally Arlington would have 
more tree canopy, more trees reaching maturity, greenery throughout the County, less 
invasive species, more native species, and a plan that acknowledges the County’s 
evolution from a suburban to urban context and sets aside some areas for green space 
or that incorporates green building (e.g., green roofs, walls, etc.). 

• Commissioners commented that they would like the future forestry and natural resources 
plan to provide guidance for the mixing of different types of open space and natural 
resources; guidance that could assist at the site plan project level in discussions about 
community benefits; and guidance for locating and preserving natural open spaces. 

• Commissioners commented that they support the concept of the plan containing metrics 
and performance measures, in addition to broader policy guidance. 

• Commissioners commented that the new forestry and natural resources plan guidance 
should work with other adopted County policy documents to ensure that different County 
initiatives are complementary and are not siloed from each other. 

• Commissioners commented that in the future forestry and natural resources plan they 
would like to see a greater focus on setting priorities, and greater discussion on the 
enhancement and preservation of natural resources on privately-owned land and on 
increasing coordination with Arlington Public Schools. 

• Commissioners commented that they envision competing policy priorities for land will 
continue to be a challenge the County faces in the future, but that establishing metrics in 
the forestry and natural resources plan and calculating the monetary benefits of natural 
resources might be opportunities to help sort through the policy priorities. 

• Commissioners expressed an interest in seeing best practices from around the country 
to enhance and preserve natural resources on privately-owned land. Commissioners 
commented that financial incentives, such as property tax relief, could be a potential 
approach to achieve this goal; however, there may be equity concerns with the 
approach, as it could provide private landowners who already may be high-income 
individuals with tax benefits. 

• Commissioners suggested that potential stakeholders during the plan update process 
could include the Civic Federation; NAIOP; civic associations; business improvement 
districts; the Lee Highway Alliance; Livability 22202; schools; and school parent teacher 
associations. 

 
 
Public Comment 
 

• Nancy Iacomini (former Planning Commissioner) expressed support for looking at best 
practices in other jurisdictions related to natural resources enhancement and 
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preservation; ensuring that the future plan’s policy guidance and resulting regulations 
apply to redevelopment; and seeking opportunities to ensure the planting of canopy 
trees. 

• Susan Land commented that County stormwater requirements require stormwater 
infrastructure, but they do not include credit for tree preservation. Updating stormwater 
regulations to provide credit for tree preservation could help preserve trees while also 
mitigating stormwater impacts. 

 
-- 
 
Commissioner Gearin adjourned the meeting close to 8:30pm. 


