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Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) of the Planning Commission  
Meeting Summary 

November 19, 2020, 7:00pm 
 

This meeting was a virtual public meeting held through electronic communications means. 
 
Planning Commissioners in attendance: 
Denyse “Nia” Bagley 
Elizabeth Gearin 
James Lantelme 
Elizabeth Morton 
Leonardo Sarli 
James Schroll (Chair, LRPC) 
Jane C. Siegel 
Sara Steinberger 
Daniel Weir 
 
Planning Commissioners absent: 
Stephen Hughes 
Devanshi P. Patel 
Tenley Peterson 
 
Other Invited LRPC members in attendance: 
Matt Anderson, Wells Fargo/Verizon site 
Rashad Badr, St. Charles Catholic Church site   
Collier Cook, Ballston-Virginia Square Civic Association 
Charlie Craig, Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) 
Steve Finn, Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) 
Kathleen McSweeney, Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) 
Benjamin Nichols, Clarendon Courthouse Civic Association  
David Orr, Joyce Motors site and associated properties  
David Phillips, Ashton Heights Civic Association  
Davis Rajtik, Transportation Commission 
Thomas Shooltz, Silver Diner site and associated properties 
Steve Sockwell, Urban Forestry Commission 
 
Staff in attendance:  
Matthew Cobb, Fire 
Michelle Congdon, DES 
Walter Gonzalez, DPR 
Kris Krider, CPHD Planning 
Matthew Ladd, CPHD Planning 
Irena Lazic, DPR 
June Locker, DES 
George May, DES 
Timothy Murphy, CPHD Planning 
Pablo Penades Lopez, CPHD Planning 
David Povlitz, Fire 
Joseph Reshetar, Fire 
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Jennifer Smith, CPHD Planning 
Brett Wallace, CPHD Planning 
 
 
Clarendon Sector Plan Update 
 
Commissioner Schroll opened the meeting at 7:00pm. 
 
Commissioner Schroll recognized the presenters of the meeting’s agenda item.  
 
Brett Wallace presented on the study process and timeline; highlights from the October 29 
engagement session regarding Fire Station 4 and public parks and open space; online survey 
results; and staff responses to the survey results. 
 
Once the staff presentation concluded, Commissioner Schroll solicited comments and feedback 
from LRPC attendees. 
 
The Commission members offered the following comments and raised several clarifying 
questions: 
 
Comments related to Fire Station 4: 
 

• Question regarding the square footage of the proposed concept for Fire Station 4 and its 
comparison to Fire Station 8. Fire Station 8 is approximately 21,000 sq. ft., whereas the 
concept for Fire Station 4 is approximately 27,000 sq. ft. 

• Questions related to the potential relocation of Fire Station 4. Staff reviewed sites in the 
surrounding vicinity of the fire station. The current site of the fire station, due to its 
ownership by the County and proximity to multiple arterial streets for service calls, is 
currently the preferred location for the fire station. 

• Question related to the Wells Fargo/Verizon site adjacent to Fire Station 4 and its 
redevelopment potential that could potentially allow for the establishment of a park. Staff 
reported that the Verizon building/station contains complex infrastructure and that staff is 
not currently aware of any redevelopment plans by Verizon. 

• Question about the historic status of the Verizon building. The Verizon building is 
designated Important on the County’s Historic Resources Inventory (HRI), which was 
adopted by the County Board after the adoption of the Clarendon Sector Plan in 2006. 

• Question about the potential amount of paved area needed for a fire station. Staff 
reported that in order to test equipment, including ladders on vehicles, a paved driveway 
area would be appropriate. 

 
Comments related to the colocation of uses with Fire Station 4: 
 

• Support for the colocation of market-rate and/or affordable housing, as well as housing 
that would encourage a mixing of diverse age groups, including seniors. 

• Comments related to the colocation of housing and whether housing would be an 
appropriate use considering the noise associated with a fire station. Staff reported that 
there is an example of colocation of a fire station with housing in Alexandria, as well as 
in Arlington (i.e., Fire Station 10). 



3 
 

• Comments related to the colocation of affordable housing and whether a mixed-use, 
public/private redevelopment would be economically feasible with income-restricted 
housing, as opposed to market-rate housing. 

• Support for the colocation of County and/or Arlington Public Schools (APS) facilities with 
the fire station. 

 
Comments related to the potential establishment of a linear park at Fairfax Drive between 
Wilson Boulevard and Kirkwood Road: 
 

• Comments supporting the concept of making Fairfax Drive pedestrian-oriented, yet still 
open to vehicular traffic. 

• Comments supporting the concept of establishing green space along Fairfax Drive. 
• Question regarding whether businesses between Fairfax Drive and Wilson Boulevard 

have ingress/egress from both streets. Staff replied that one business only has access 
on Fairfax Drive; the other business/building has access on both Fairfax Drive and 
Wilson Boulevard. 

• Comments supporting the retention of some vehicular parking spaces along Fairfax 
Drive, along with the creation of some green open space toward the eastern end of 
Fairfax Drive where it intersects with Wilson Boulevard. 

• Parking spaces would be provided with new redevelopment, which could help 
compensate the loss of surface parking spaces on Fairfax Drive. 

• Businesses between Fairfax Drive and Wilson Boulevard may rely on the parking spaces 
available on Fairfax Drive. 

• Comment supporting the concept of a linear park but with the retention of vehicular 
access at the western end of Fairfax Drive near Kirkwood Road.  

• Concern about the mid-block open space/green space connection through the St. 
Charles Catholic Church- would not support converting Fairfax Drive if that concept was 
supported. 

• Comments supporting further analysis of reconfiguring what the parking area might look 
like while incorporating a linear park and strengthening pedestrian access. 

• Comments supporting the retention and enhancement of bicycle lanes along Fairfax 
Drive while also enhancing pedestrian access and adding open space. 

• Clarifying question about the historic status of the Kirby’s Garage and Northside Social 
buildings. Staff reported that both buildings are designated as historic buildings on the 
HRI. 

 
 
Public Comment 
 

• While developing the Clarendon Sector Plan in the early/mid 2000s, the community 
considered the use of the Fairfax Drive block for open-air market space, but there was 
also an interest in retaining some parking on the block. The parking spaces can help the 
businesses in the historic buildings (i.e., Kirby’s Garage and Northside Social) between 
Fairfax Drive and Wilson Boulevard. In analyzing this block, there is a need to think 
creatively about providing open space (e.g., elevating open space and providing 
parking/retail at ground level). 

• A green space would be an appropriate concept for a linear park on Fairfax Drive. The 
open space closer to the Clarendon Metro station is paved and can provide an open-air 
market space; instead, this open space could be programmed as green/pollinator area. 
Regarding the prospect of establishing underground parking on Fairfax Drive, there is a 
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need to analyze whether there is enough space, considering the location of the Metro 
line running underneath the Fairfax Drive block. The businesses located in the historic 
buildings between Fairfax Drive and Wilson Boulevard may require a few parking 
spaces, but the number of parking spaces most likely could be reduced from the current 
number. 

 
-- 
 
Commissioner Schroll adjourned the meeting around 9:00pm. 


