
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group Minutes 
October 5, 2020 

 
The virtual meeting was called to order at 7:05pm. 
 
In attendance were: Caroline Haynes, Phil Klingelhofer, Evelio Rubiella (UFC), Colt Gregory, 
David Howell (Park and Rec.), Teresa Leonardo, Claire O’Dea (E2C2)   Alonso Abugattas, 
David Farner, Jennifer Soles, Jerusalem Solomon, Vincent Verweij (PNR), Eric Ackerman, 
Connie Ericson, Mary Glass, and Marion Jordan (Public). 
 
Guest: Vincent Verweij, Urban Forest Manager 
 
Public Comments: Three written comments concerning items to include in the new updated 
Forestry and Natural Resources Plan were read. Mary Glass also spoke adding that a 
comprehensive assessment should be added as part of the updated plan.  
 
FNRP Benchmarking Rationale and Civic Engagement Timeline Vincent Verweij 
 
Vincent Verweij, Urban Forest Manager, explained the rationale of choosing the cities to 
benchmark. Four benchmark jurisdictions (Fairfax, Prince William, Richmond, and Albemarle) 
were selected because of their legislative approaches to forestry and natural resources. All 
communities are in Virginia, due to Virginia's strict interpretation of the Dillon Rule, compared 
to other states with Dillon Rule systems (and those with the Home Rule system).  
 
Three benchmark jurisdictions (Fairfax, Montgomery, and Seattle) were selected to compare best 
practices in forestry and natural resources. Two of the benchmark jurisdictions, were chosen 
because of their similar ecosystems and development and ecological pressures. While the third 
jurisdiction does not share a similar eco-system, it was selected to seek perspectives that may be 
considered more creative and forward-looking to this region.   
 
The Civic Engagement Timeline was shared. 
 
The issue matrix to be included was also shared.  
 
Staff Updates 
Alonso Abugattas provided the following updates: 

• Restoration plantings have begun and will go through November 15th. 
• Park Stewards paperwork has been received from a few applicants, but October 31st will 

be the last day that they will be received. 
• Native plant nursery work continues to happen, mostly from 9-11 on Thursday mornings. 

 
Member Reports 
 



Colt Gregory (Park and Rec) shared that the Park and Recreation Commission is drafting a letter 
on the need for deer management in response to presentations from the Arlington Regional 
Master Naturalists. 
 
Claire O’Dea and Teresa Leonardo (E2C2) relayed that changes to the E2C2 charter and a name 
change is being worked on. 
 
Phil Klingelhofer (UFC) reported that the Tree Canopy Fund process is being expanded to 
include preventative maintenance. The UFC is also a letter to the County Board on the need on 
deer management. 
 
Caroline Haynes (UFC) met, along with Arlington Regional Master Naturalist leadership, with 
the County Manager Mark Schwartz, Police Chief Andy Penn, and DPR Director Jane Rudolph 
on the need for deer management in Arlington.  
 
 
The next NRJAG meeting will be November 2, 2020 at 7:00pm. 


