
November 12, 2020 

Dear LRPC members: 

On behalf of my client, JBG Smith, I would like to submit this letter related to the Crystal City 
height study. In order to help facilitate development that will truly activate and deliver on the 
promise of the Crystal City Sector Plan, we encourage you to move quickly to consider additional 
height flexibility in Crystal City.  

As owners of a significant amount of property within Crystal City, JBG Smith is committed to 
making Crystal City into a vibrant, thriving urban community.  Crystal City is unparalleled in the 
region in terms of its transit infrastructure.  Coupling this with proximity to both Amazon’s new 
headquarters and the new Virginia Tech campus, the area is poised for a transformative 
redevelopment.   

Currently, however, such redevelopment is hampered by Zoning Ordinance provisions that provide 
no ability for the County Board to vary from height caps for any reason.  Providing the potential 
for height flexibility will have a number of benefits unique to Crystal City, and will help maximize 
the positive impact of upcoming development in a number of ways:  

- Greater Community Benefits – Additional flexibility in determining heights will allow 
for greater density at near-term development sites.  This will, in turn, create a situation 
where more community benefits can be delivered earlier than if the density was associated 
with later phases of development.

- Better Open Space – With greater height flexibility, new construction can attain Sector 
Plan density goals without additional building footprint.  This allows for the ability to meet 
the overall density goals for the area along with the opportunity for more area available for 
open space.   

- Iconic Architecture – Uninspired, uniform architecture has been a drag on Crystal City’s 
vitality for decades.  In order to create the kind of world-class buildings that the 
neighborhood deserves, additional height flexibility is needed.  

Given the urgent need for redevelopment of this area and the significant and unique benefits that 
would flow to Crystal City and its residents, we ask that the LRPC keep the study focused on 
height only and move to consider additional height flexibility in Crystal City as quickly as possible.  

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.  

Sincerely, 

Kedrick N. Whitmore 

Kedrick N. Whitmore 

T 703-905-1514
KNWhitmore@venable.com 


